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Introduction

Reading World History is a reading skills series that takes the readers from the birth of ancient
civilizations all the way to the modern world. Each book in this four-book series covers a distinct
era of world history. The series aims to improve students’ reading comprehension skills and
expand their knowledge of vocabulary, while exposing them to interesting information about
world history. Each of the two reading passages per unit is carefully controlled for vocabulary
and is followed by reading comprehension questions. A feature of each unit is the critical
thinking questions that follow the second reading passage. Students are encouraged to apply
their own understanding and knowledge of the world to what they have read.

4 A
Learning Goals

Each unit opens with a list of goals to direct readers in their learning.
Students can brainstorm or discuss the answers based on their current
knowledge and then check again after completing the unit.
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Vocabulary Preview

Students are exposed to words that are featured in the unit. Students can
match the definitions to the words alone or with a partner, then check with
the whole class.
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Reading 1

A double-page spread gives an overview of the
unit’s historical era orimportant events.

Students can read individually, read along to an
audio recording, or take turns reading sections with
a partner.
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Reading Comprehension 1

Eight multiple choice questions check students’
understanding of the reading passage. Question
types are labeled so students know what kind of
information to look for or think about.

Five true or false questions further confirm
students’ comprehension of the passage.

Students can answer these individually or in small
groups before checking with the whole class. For
additional practice, students can create their own

additional T/F statements, and then test each other.
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Critical Thinking

These two questions are designed to
encourage students to apply their own
knowledge and experiences as they
think beyond the content of the unit.
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Reading 2

A second, shorter reading passage focuses on
a specific aspect of history related to the main
passage. Topics in this section may include
information about historical persons, wars or
battles, inventions, or other events.

Students can read individually, read along to an
audio recording, or take turns reading sections in
small groups.

Reading Comprehension 2

The second reading passage is followed by 5
multiple choice reading comprehension questions
to check students’understanding.




Reading Extension

Each unit ends with an activity designed to extend or consolidate the
content of the unit. Examples of activities include reading passages,
summary completion, matching information, and ordering information in
chronological order.

Students can answer these individually or with a partner checking with the
whole class.

World History Timeline

A timeline highlighting key people and events from each book puts the information in the series into
context. This timeline assists students in developing their knowledge of the global historical events that

are important to know.
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Learning Goals

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

1. Name the countries with the oldest cities in the world.
2. Identify at least three ancient civilizations. o
3. Recognize something developed or invented by each ancient civiliz

Write the letter for the correct word by each definition.

1 to be a sign or symbol of something a. script

2 to cut into a surface (like wood or stone) b. civilization

3 to set up or create something ¢. found

4 a group of people who live and work together d. community

5.  toaffect what happens e. consist of

6 people who live together in organized communities f. influence

7. related to beliefs in God or gods g.carve

8 a society with its own culture, systems, and laws h. society

9 a system of writing i. religious
10.  tobemade up of j. represent
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Modern government, education, transportation, |y ISEE_—_—=
and law all began thousands of years ago. Four Sl ol

important civilizations started in Mesopotamia,
Egypt, the Indus Valley, and China. The influences of
these civilizations have stood the test of time.

Even though the first civilizations developed
in separate locations, they had several things in
common. All of the ancient civilizations were located

Arabian
Peninsula

near rivers. Before people lived in ancient towns and cities, they moved from place to
place in search of food. At this time, people began to stay where there were rivers close
by. The rivers provided a source of water for them. There was also good soil beside

the rivers. Such places were good for farming. As people stopped moving around and
began living closer to one another, communities started to grow. People could develop
new skills or trades. Over time, these communities developed into important societies.

15 The world's first civilization started in Mesopotamia. This
civilization grew up between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers
in modern-day Iraq. People called the Sumerians began their
civilization in this area sometime between 5500 and 3300 BCE.
They created cuneiform writing around 3400 BCE. People

20 could now record information and stories. Mesopotamia had
well-designed cities and buildings. The people created rules to
keep order in society. They also invented the wheel. The wheel
changed how people moved and traded things. The people
also made progress in math and astronomy". This information

5 helped them better understand the world.

In ancient Egypt, civilization began along the
Nile River in Africa around 3100 BCE and ended around
30 BCE. The Egyptians are famous for their amazing
buildings, like the Great Pyramids of Giza. They also
developed a writing system called hieroglyphics.
Ancient Egyptians created unique art and stories that




They also learned important things about medicine, astronomy, and math. This learning
helped them build their huge pyramids. The Egyptians had a strong and organized

33 government. This strong government allowed
Egypt to grow and create big projects. Egypt’s
culture and knowledge greatly influenced the
ancient Mediterranean’ world.

The Indus Valley Civilization grew in

40 modern-day India. It existed from around
2600 BCE to 1900 BCE. These people were masters
of building cities and homes. Their houses were
very advanced for their time. Pipes carried water
to and away from city buildings. These people

45 were also wonderful artists. They traded with
other areas, too. In this way, they spread their
ideas, technology, and culture. The writing used
by the Indus Valley Civilization appears on things
they made and traded. However, no one knows

50 yet how to read the writing,

Ancient Chinese civilization began around 2100 BCE. It
was founded along the Yellow River. The Chinese introduced
new ideas about art, science, and government. These ideas
have all lasted over the years. This civilization had its own

s writing system, as well as a system of government where cities

were ruled by emperors. Writing helped to shape Chinese
culture and organization. Ancient Chinese thinkers passed
down to us the ideas of Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism.
The compass, gunpowder’, and printing are
0 just a few of the inventions of this ancient
civilization. These inventions changed the
world. Chinese civilization also had a deep
effect on nearby countries like Japan, Korea,

a2 Confucius, agreat and Vietnam.
- )/ Chinese thinker

The compass
originated in China.

? Mediterranean adj. — relating to the Mediterranean Sea and the region around it
* gunpowder n. — a substance that is used for causing explosions or for making fireworks
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