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ABOUT THIS BOOK

This book is written for students following the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) History specification and
covers one unit of the course. This unit is The USA, 1918-41, one of the Historical Investigations.

The History course has been structured so that teaching and learing can take place in any order, both in the classroom and
in any independent learing. The book contains five chapters which match the five areas of content in the specification:

B The Roaring Twenties

B Increased social tensions in the 1920s

B The USA in Depression, 1929-33

B Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1933-41

B The Opposition to the New Deal

Each chapter is split into multiple sections to break down content into manageable chunks and to ensure full coverage
of the specification.

Each chapter features a mix of learning and activities. Sources are embedded throughout to develop your understanding
and exam-style questions help you to put learning into practice. Recap pages at the end of each chapter summarise key
information and let you check your understanding. Exam guidance pages help you prepare confidently for the exam.

Extend your knowledge
Interesting facts to encourage wider
thought and stimulate discussion.
They are closely related to key
issues and allow you to add depth
to your knowledge and answers.

I

Learning objectives

Each section starts with a list of
what you will learn in it. They are
carefully tailored to address key
assessment objectives central to
the course.

|

iB  INCREASED SOCIAL TENSIDNS

2.1 ATTITUDES AND POLICIES TOWARDS IMMIGRATION

LEARNING DBJECTIVES

Timeline

Visual representation of
events to clarify the order
in which they happened.

THE USA, 151841

ook action to help migrant workers who travelled across the USA in search
af work. They set up migrant camps to provide shelier 1o those who had left
the Dustbowl for California and paid for doctors and dentists to loak after
rrigrants. Althaugh this did net help migrants find wark, it did bk to kesp
tham alive and healihy.

FARM PRICES
The frst Agricutural Adjustment Act had been declared not vaid by the
Supreme Court in 1936, but the price of agricultural geads was st too law.
Th d Agri . At created messures 1o limit

using guatas. These Fective b they did nat rely on
co-operition fram farmers. Instead, they wers enforced through heavy taxes
an sales above the quata, helping the govemment contral baw rmuch was
produced.

Undarstand tha impac

ATTITUDES

Lirtil the exarly yesars of the 20th century, the USA had happily accepted
imimigrants frarm amund the werld. They previded a cheap source of labour
both far farners and factary owners. However, after the First Word War
attitudes began to change.

May 1935 Resemiement 14 August 1935 May 1936 Rurd 1 September 1937 25 June 1838 Fair
Traditicrally, mast imimigrants had come from western Europe and farned i i Al Ml HousingActcresles e Lsbor Standands Act
the largest ethric grouping in the USA - the White Angio-Sason Protestants eheus urben and rursl provides pensitns and makes theFEAS LS Housing Aulhoriey ln imgrones werking

paar unemployment insurance  pemsanent agency  buld omes conditions in industry

[WASPS). Hawewer, in the decade before the war the majarity of immigrants
had came fram countries such as Haly, Austria—Hungary, Russia, Western
Poland and Gresce, in sastern and southern Europe. This wave of immigratiod

upsat sorme Americans bacause:

W Mary of the imenigrants wers Catholics or Jews and 5o had a differant - E
raicaie B desve for dramali socis cultural snd religious backgraund o the majarity of the pecgle already in fhe f;f;'ﬁﬁﬂ}ﬂgmmfm, gl ;:"‘kﬁgﬂms f';,:‘g Ml gmx’gﬂl"‘g’f
n .
chang: fr_\nry . Progress Admi iz &nd the i strengthens the LIS the Farm Security Adpstment At targets
L] were aften poor, iliterate and could not speak Englsh. Rurdl Electilication Auharity FEA,  workers 10 unionise i istrati i o fars

W Thers was a fear that some of the immigrants brought with them
it ielesas and supgsarted radicalism. Fear of s wa
particutary strong sfter the Russion Revalution in 1917,
W Mary American warkers were wried that workers from sther cauntr
wiould accept lower wiges and take ther jobs from therm.

A Timptng of evenls ia the second New Dea

[

AUS hanking poster from Bhe 18208, It

1 Look at the first three aims of the second New Deal an page 79. Find

‘shews 8 immigrant family amiving i the
usa

EXTEND YOUWR KNOWLEDGE

HARRY LAUGHLIN
Harry Laughiin was an aducator and scokiogst whe belknved that poople from
sauthern and sastem Eurcpa were bam infericr. His research suggested thay
warn more likedy 10 end Up In a prisan o mental hospttal than cther othoic groups.
In 1522, he published @ back that promated Shair forced sterfisation In crder %
pravent them fram having chitren. Several saates made this into kaw, carrying
ftout an a smal soale and sham wers pecpi in the fedoral gavernment who
sympathized with his viows. The Secretary af Labar sent Laughin 1o Eurcps in
1522 ta rwestigae nations that sent peaple to the USA. Cangress then used his
conclusiore b craatn now Imimigration kaws.

From a speech by Serator ENigon Smith of Seuth Caroling, given in Aprl 1924 to Congrees.

1 think we now have encugh people in cur country far us to shat the doar and
ta breed up a pure American citizenship. 1 would make this nat an escape far
the oppressed of all counries, hus a country to devebop that splendid rype of
man that has made America the best nation in her pragress and in her power.

an exarnple of a law o agency tht was designed to mest sach aim.
2 Studdy Source H and answer the falkwing cuestions.

a Which secard New Deal programme does the source show?

b Wh were these programimes designed to help?

& Why would this phata make a good advert for the sscond New Des?
3 Use Source H, dang with the infarmation in this section, to create a

poster promating the secand New Deal,

HELF FOR THE OLD AND
DISADVANTAGED

Befare 1935, the USA had no national system for pensions ar unermglayment
insurance far warkers. It was left 1o each state to establish 2 policy that
worked far therr. In mest cases, this meart they had dene itfle. Rooseet was
deterrnined to change this and heksed tn make the Sacid Security Act law in
1935, The Sacial Security Act created:

B A fedderal pension system: emgloyess paid into a pension scheme far their
retirernent, with their cortributions matched by & tax on their emplayer, The
contributions were nitialy 1 per cent of their incorme, rising ta 3 per cert
later an.

Key term

Useful words and phrases are colour coded
within the main text and picked out in the margin
with concise and simple definitions. These help
understanding of key subject terms and support
students whose first language is not English.

Activity

Each chapter includes activities
to help check and embed
knowledge and understanding.




ABOUT THIS BOOK

Exam-style question Hint Recap Recall quiz

Questions tailored to All exam-style questions are At the end of each chapter, you will find This quick quiz is ideal for
the Pearson Edexcel accompanied by a hint to help a page designed to help you consolidate checking your knowledge
specification to allow for you get started on an answer. and reflect on the chapter as a whole. or for revision.

practice and development
of exam writing technique.
They also allow for
practice responding to the
command words used in
the exams.

I \ ~

THE USA, 181841

THE ADARING TWENTIES THE USS 91841

Security, which husinessas did not ke Thay wanted low taxatian 3 pecpla
had mane maney 1o buy goods. They baleved Fat was the wary o omah jobs.

SOUACEC

RECALL OWZ

Hama thme natral msownses that ol tha USA 1o
war.

Whio was the lamous car manufactuner wha usad mass production techniques in th 182057

How much was spent on acvertising in 1929 §1 billan, 52 Billon or §5 billan?

Hama two reasans that farmers cuer-produced wheat in the 15005,

What repiaced caal as a means of heating hames in tha 182057

How many cinema tickots wem sold sach wesk i 1824: 10 milcn, 40 milion or 75 millon?

Nama ang famous jazz periormer.

When was tha first raio natwark sat up?

When cid women from across e LISA gat th right o vata?

0 What porcentaga of the workiofma wim woman i he 1820s: 10 per cert. 20 fer cont or 50 por cent?

curing e First Workd

Skills

Relevant exam questions
have been assigned the
key skills which you will
gain from undertaking

[
agriculeveal cad, ||.em\.-\.||.. frclings as
ol the prosbleas is o reat b solution by a dew minchs in W

Sa.dy Sawnes B and C.
How far does Source B support the evidence of Source © about the masors
for copasition 1o tha NAA and AT Explain your answer. (B marks)

T LA

“Thik st e i 1o e

them, allowing for a i oo |
Strong fCI)CUS Olj .par“CL”ar e ————— ::ED:;":LE: cetall, oo reasans wity the ecananmy of the USA graw batwesn 1918 and 1929,
aCadem|C qual!“es' These Syl S e = ¥ ﬁ ::ulmm duotalied mrﬁ:c‘::g?sm tha socimyandc:‘m?:ln:?s;::n:ﬁ 15608,
transferable skills are ' OH, COULDN'T You | CHALLENGE

J‘|.1$]" Dm oN : X / - C1 Find evicdenca for each of the interpretations of o 15C0s §sted balow:

highly valued in further

a Tha First Warkl War halped mprove the LEA"
LIKE THIS

g b There was a huge amaunt of social change in the 1220s."
study and the workplace. FOREVER ? [ o Mt Amarcan s v o st o e 120

€3 In your own words, wrisk a summary of ha USA In the 1921, using the Inforpestaticns 1o provida  stn.chure
1or yaur response.

Source

Photos, cartoons and
text sources are used to
explain events and show
you what people from the
period said, thought or
created, helping you to
build your understanding.

Haw confidemt do you %eel abaut your answers b thise questions? If you'na nat sure you answared them wel,
create a table with twe columns: ‘Posithe duvalonmants in the 19205 and ‘Nogathe develapmants in the 1320s".
Then Lsa the matenal in the chapter b acd nowes o wour @b,

W Tha Firs2 Word War for inchustrial andl age 1 goocds from 1 LISA.

W Tham was an soonomic beom in the 19205, becauss of mass production, R purchase pans and advertising.

W Traxding in stocks and shares became papular in the 19205

W AN econcmic Baom huped M lsu icustry b grow, &5 Reopi Spent money an wisits 10 cnemas. darce
hals, jazz perfommances and sporing averts.

W Advertising encouraged Americans t Buy racko sets, cars and other cansumar

W Wormeer's rights Improwsd aftor tha First Word War. a5 maom women foined th workiors and gained tha right
o v,

W Sama woman mgectid the values of ther parents and became lanpers.

W Ceal mining, ttikes procction and the mircad indusanes al expsrenced doding in the 12205,

W Cvur-prociction and a dedling In demand creased problems for Amarican s

®
[ \

Checkpoint Summary

Checkpoints help you to check and reflect on your learning. The Strengthen The main points of each chapter
section helps you to consolidate knowledge and understanding, and check are summarised in a series of
that you have grasped the basic ideas and skills. The Challenge questions bullet points. These are great for
push you to go beyond just understanding the information, and into embedding core knowledge and
evaluation and analysis of what you have studied. handy for revision.

Exam guidance

At the end of each chapter, you will find two pages Student answers

designed to help you better understand the exam questions Exemplar student answers are used to show what

and how to answer them. Each exam guidance section an answer to the exam guestion may look like.

focuses on a particular question type that you will find in There are often two levels of answers so you can

the exam, allowing you to approach them with confidence. see what you need to do to write better responses.

\ I

EOOSEVELT AND THE NEW EAL THE U5, 191841

Pearson Progression B RDCSEVELT AND THE NEW DEAL THEUSA, 1916-41
Sample student answers Biae

EXAM GUIDANCE: PART (B) QUESTIONS have been given a /%ﬁ i b B s 1,
Pearson Step from 1 to and helped to provids wark, sefef prajects far ‘223000 people’ in Mew Yirk ity

Source A supparts thia, a it aays the WPA was wcomnful in cther wap, pravding
12. This tells you how well

Shudy Scwrces A and B ‘medical and dental trextment ¢ pacr prople

The two sosrces difler in one impartant way. Saurce B makes it clear that the WEA
Frm & rain broackcas by an assistant comméssionas of T WE, Froim an articks i1 S newsgaper Deblsnes in 15655 Wi M tise the response has met the s oy 2 partil s when  wa oin 2 e 750,000 urermplaped who
Doy 1935, This Susiness of Rak' T g 2 can hope for mo help'in Mew Yok City. But Source A only talia abost wicomen,
Tue Nasoral Hesl criteria in the Pearson M e ke e g f 4 e s M i o e

X more prablems, referring it b 2 milion cases of sericun ilne’ thet go smirabed, but
ng reSSion Map presents tha as & succeafl nding by 2 WPA naearch project
s the WEA i n conchasion, Sraurce A, wepporta the svdmse of Source B only in aa far o thay both
g 1 3 i i agree the \WPA achrved some wicomn. Howrer, the lack of vepport ...mm:a.-.w
".*.:IJ' Hed ; i i siabon  evket e e W Advice on answering the R e S
naive such treammen ml it han already reached ies quees. . inbereating, Bhough, that Source A dees not claim io bave breabed all of the 2 milian
uestion ealad i me el g
R T q . e bl e L L
| 03 | Saira S bt s e f o ors oo .\Jm.“m...,..«m . Three key questions about o & s S - :

[ suous 20 D the exam question are Wit are e stzungin of s answar?

Analysis Ouestion 1: What is the question type testing? . - bat the.

i ssson, outavs o cmarsii 1t you can 1 b answered here in order to o asapas g

e e for tra gxplauj what the question MR S
B oo L o e is testing and what you L AT Eooy i

M jen. Do NOT et need to do to succeed in o e e

mwmmmm Vs might, |nrmurun‘:u:mmn:a the exam. ﬂamﬁmrﬂ.tsmm. -

m o “Ths bwo Sources difer about ... Answor chchlist
B S 0o s ey el iy Commentary e e

Sl o e e - Feedback on the quality of 5 o o o o o e s Wt e

o answar the (] part, which & worth 16 marks. S0 you need 1o gat sTaight in o .

0 your answar. Divida it intc thros parts. In tha it paragroph, idantity arsas the answer is prov ided to

and points of agrEament: in ha second pasgraph, do the same but idemity :

S e e help you understand their

I o oy o strengths and weaknesses
e and show how they can
mmmlnmn”nhmdﬂIulnmmjl’mnam be imprOVEd'

marks for




TIMELINE - THE USA, 1918-41

1921 ‘ 6 1923

Emergency Quota Act — — Ku Klux Klan membership

1920 6

Police arrest Sacco and Vanzetti —
Women gain voting rights —
Prohibition comes into force —

1919 ‘

Red Scare begins —

reaches 5 million

‘ 1925

— Monkey Trial
1929
St Valentine’s Day
Massacre

Wall Street Crash

1918
First World War ends

1919

Versailles Peace Treaty

1920

League of Nations founded

TIMELINE - WORLD

1923

Munich Putsch

1924

Lenin dies

1926

General Strike in Britain

1928

Fleming discovers penicillin



TIMELINE vii

N
B 1

— Huey Long proposes Share Our Wealth
Unemployment reaches — — Coughlin establishes National Union
24.9 per cent for Social Justice
Franklin Roosevelt begins —
presidency ‘
Hundred Days establishes — 1935
New Deal — First Supreme Court ruling
Prohibition ends — against Alphabet Agencies
— National Labor Relations
1932 ‘ (Wagner) Act

— Social Security Act

The Bonus Marchers — )
; ; — Banking Act
camp in Washington ’
) — Huey Long assassinated
Reconstruction — 1939
Finance Corporation — Arms sales to Allies begin
set up ‘
1936
— Roosevelt
1931 wins second 1941
Police arrest presidential Second World War
Al Capone election in Pacific begins

1933 1939
Hitler becomes German Outbreak of Second
Chancellor World War in Europe
1934

Long March in China

1935

Nuremberg Laws in Germany

1936
Spanish Civil War begins



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Understand the reasons why America experienced an economic boom after the First World War

Understand the changes in society and culture that the USA experienced in the 1920s, including the changing position
of women

Understand the problems in farming and the decline of older industries.

eh i T TR
SR |
The 1920s was a decade of contrasts. On the one hand, the economy grew quickly. The First
World War had created demand for US goods, factories had new methods of production and

ordinary people could use cheap loans to buy the goods they heard about in radio commercials.
With a radio set in most homes and a cinema in most towns, the USA had national forms of

entertainment for the first time. They also had more leisure time, which meant more people < =
went to watch sporting events or attended dances and jazz clubs. -
L J - On the other hand, there was a darker side to what was known as the ‘Roaring Twenties’. Some _i ",
3 farmers went bankrupt, as they produced more food than was needed for a world no longer .
at war. Factory workers in the ‘older industries’, such as textile mills and engineering, also "
» % struggled, as the products they made were replaced with newer ones. These workers had to

accept lower wages and the threat of losing their jobs. Although women had greater freedoms
. inthe 1920s, they still suffered inequalities in pay and employment opportunities — and for
! many, life contmued to be a struggle running the family home and Iookmg after children.

o "‘ ‘m e’ ,I

—t 4 .



THE ROARING TWENTIES THE USA, 1918-41

1.1 THE USA IN 1918

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Understand the geography of the USA at the end of the First World War

Understand the key features of US society in 1918
Understand the way in which the USA was governed.

The United States of America was a big country of over 9 million square km. It
stretched across an entire continent, was bordered by Canada to its north and
Mexico to its south and was divided into 48 states. Within its land borders, it was
a nation of farms, but its cities had begun to grow in size. Beyond them, there was
a small US empire, with island colonies in places like Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

Its people, numbering around 105 million, were from a range of ethnic
backgrounds. New immigrants were still arriving from Europe, Latin America
and Asia in the early 20th century, in search of work or to escape persecution.
They joined a population that included the descendants of European settlers

who had founded the USA, as well as the African Americans the settlers had
used as slaves and the Native Americans, whose land the settlers had taken.

This diversity made the USA something of a melting pot for different
cultures, sometimes creating tension between them. Many groups faced

persecution, including:
B African Americans: many had only received freedom from slavery after the

V Figure 1.1 A map of the USAin 1918 American Civil War (1861-65) and the USA was still a deeply racist society.
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4 THE ROARING TWENTIES THE USA, 1918-41

B Native Americans: most had ended up living in reservations, as their
ancestral lands were taken from them by US settlers.

B New immigrants: the USA introduced laws to reduce immigration in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. For example, entry from Japan was restricted in 1900.

HOW IS THE USA RUN? Powers

Federal

® Declare war

* Armed forces

¢ Foreign policy

* Regulate
interstate trade

* The currency

Structure

Legislative Executive Judicial

(Congress) (President) (Supreme Court)

® Passes laws * Proposes laws * |nterprets

* Agrees taxes * Runs foreign policy constitution and

* Agrees president’s * Appoints government laws
appointments of ministers ¢ Final appeal court
judges and ministers  « Commands armed

forces

Checks and balances

President
* Checks Congress because can veto laws

® Checks Supreme Court because
president appoints judges

Congress Supreme Court
¢ Checks president’s power * Checks president
because can reject because can say actions
appointments or overturn 4—Pp are unconstitutional
the president’s veto, and * Checks Congress
can withhold taxes because can say actions
* Checks Supreme Court are unconstitutional

because can pass new laws
and change the constitution

if stat r
P Figure 1.2 The US system of government (if states agree)



THE ROARING TWENTIES THE USA, 1918-41 5

The USA has a federal system of government. Power is divided between the

federal (central) government in Washington DC and the state governments,

which meet in each of the states in the USA (see Figure 1.2). It is a republic

that is divided into three parts:

B an elected president who sets policy

B an elected Congress that makes laws

B an appointed Supreme Court that checks laws are in keeping with the
constitution.

This three-part system was designed to make sure that no one person or

group had too much power, because each part can check the actions of the

other (see Figure 1.2). Even so, shortly after the US government was designed,

political parties that shared the same views and priorities began to emerge. By

1918, there were two main parties:

B the Republican Party that wanted government to play a small role in the
lives of its citizens, allowing businesses to grow and succeed

B the Democratic Party that wanted government to play a larger role in the
lives of its citizens, in order to tackle the social problems they faced.

This two-party system made voting simpler, but it also meant that if one party
controlled all three parts of the government, they could gain more power.

1.2 THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Understand the impact of the First World War on US industry

Understand the effect of European demand for food during the First World War on US agriculture

Understand the problems created by the end of the First World War for the US economy and society.

KEY TERMS When the First World War began in 1914, the US government said it would not
take sides, but American support for Britain and France soon became clear.

submarines underwater vehicles used America offered huge loans to help Britain and France keep fighting and sold
by the German navy during the First them far more goods than they shipped to Germany. However, it was not until
World War to attack enemy supply 1917 that US President Woodrow Wilson felt he had to declare war. German
passenger and military ships, including, submarines had begun to attack US ships and a secret telegram was
from February 1917, US ships discovered, revealing a German plot against the USA. As a result, on 2 April
: 1917, the president declared war on Germany and its allies.

telegram a short message sent using
electrical signals along a wire ) ) .

By this point the war had already had a massive effect on the US economy,

because it had created demand for American goods in Europe. Europeans
involved in the war did not have time to grow enough food, extract enough
fuel, or produce enough iron and steel. The Americans, who were a long way
from the fighting itself, provided these resources. As a result, their industries,
farms and workers benefited from a huge growth in overseas demand.

INDUSTRY During the First World War, factory production in America grew by 35 per cent.

One of the largest areas of growth was in the steel industry. In 1910, America
had produced 26.1 million tonnes of steel. This had increased to 42.1 million




