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Introducing Stretch Second Edition

Stretch is a four-level, outcome-based, skill-driven series. In
addition to explicit instruction in listening, speaking, reading,
and writing, Stretch Second Edition teaches presenting skills,
global skills, and skills for understanding video. The skills
presented and practiced—in print and online—prepare
students for success in academic and professional life.

Stretch Second Edition offers you and your students:
o a carefully leveled and consistent grammar syllabus

 a strong vocabulary focus with vocabulary aligned to
the CEFR

o clear skills development with strategies in the four skills

» speaking lessons with carefully staged activities to build
students’ confidence through model dialogues, useful
language, and the development of pronunciation and
communication skills

« online and face-to-face presentation tasks supported by
skills development and model presentation videos

* documentaries and social media videos from around the
globe, accompanied by activities to help students develop
their video comprehension skills and opportunities for
students to create their own videos

» Global skills development made simple, with clearly
signposted boxes throughout the course and in dedicated
Video and Global Skills lessons.

Stretch Second Edition also offers professional development
through a range of online resources found online at
oxfordenglishhub.com.

Key features of this course

Vocabulary and Listening

The units are thematic and based around the vocabulary set
presented at the beginning of each unit. Each unit introduces
an average of eight vocabulary items. The presentation of the
vocabulary is followed by controlled practice. The Listening
activities recycle target vocabulary and practice a specific
listening skill, such as listening for details, listening for key
words, or listening for tone.

Speaking

This page opens with a short introductory activity that
introduces the language modeled in the conversation.
Students have multiple opportunities to practice the
speaking skill, first in a conversation, then in a personalized
activity that follows the conversation. Students learn
communication skills like showing interest, asking follow-up
questions, and responding politely. Conversation strategies,
pronunciation guidance, and useful everyday expressions
help students sound more natural.

Grammar

The Grammar page provides a clear presentation of new
language structures. Students listen to and then repeat

the sentences in the grammar chart to solidify the form

and pronunciation of the structures. There are multiple
opportunities for students to use the grammar in controlled
practice activities as well as in communicative Grammar
Talk activities. A Grammar Reference section at the back of
the book provides more comprehensive explanations and
additional controlled practice.

Introducing Stretch Second Edition

Reading and Speaking

This page offers students opportunities to develop their
reading skills and further develop their speaking skills. It
features a colorful magazine-style or web-style article that
recycles vocabulary and grammar from the unit. Students
develop their reading skills followed by a structured speaking
activity which allows students to prepare their ideas before
speaking with a partner. A further Writing section at the back
of the book provides a scaffolded writing activity and allows
students to develop writing skills.

Presenting

Presenting Skills pages help students become better public
speakers. These pages offer students opportunities to
develop face-to-face and online presenting skills such as
organizing a presentation, explaining the content of slides,
and speaking at a good volume. Practice in a safe and
friendly class environment enables students to sharpen these
skills and use them confidently outside the classroom. The
Presenting Skills page always includes a model presentation
video and an opportunity to practice the presenting skill
through a short activity. The Presenting Practice page builds
on the previous page by helping students to plan, create, and
deliver their own face-to-face or online presentation with
opportunities for peer feedback and self-reflection. See page
xi for more information on presenting skills in Stretch Second
Edition.

Understanding Video and Global Skills

Learning English through videos helps students to remember
information, develop intercultural awareness, and expand
critical thinking. The Understanding Video pages include
authentic documentaries and social media videos which
expose students to life beyond the classroom. The page
introduces a skill for understanding video, such as using
visuals to understand main ideas, identifying keywords,

or understanding the order of events. It starts with a
pre-viewing activity which introduces the topic and activates
students’schema. This is followed by two while-viewing
activities which practice the skill. The page ends with a
personalized speaking activity that relates the topic of the
video to the students'lives. The Video and Global Skills page
builds on the previous page by introducing and practicing
intercultural competence or critical thinking related to the
topic. It then develops students' digital literacies through
digital language learning ideas and through opportunities to
create digital outputs such as a vox pop interview or social
media videos.

See page xii for more information on global skills in Stretch
Second Edition.

Review

Four two-page Review units practice vocabulary and
grammar from the units and offer an additional reading that
recycles the target vocabulary and grammar. These pages
can be assigned as homework or used as an in-class quiz. A
list of can-do statements with unit references helps students
identify the skills they need to review.



Presenting skills

The first edition of Stretch was groundbreaking in
incorporating presentation skills into a four-skills textbook,
giving students the opportunity to acquire practical work and
life skills while using English for communication. Since then,
presentation skills have become even more important, and
studies show that students are highly motivated to develop
these skills through observational and practice-based
learning (de Grez, Valcke, & Roozen 2013).

Stretch Second Edition features a dedicated presentation skills
strand with two separate sections. Presenting Skills pages
introduce key skills for presentations and guide students
towards analysis and quick practice of the skills with minimal
preparation. Optional Presenting Practice pages build on the
skills development and provide structure to help students
develop and deliver their own online or face-to-face
presentations.

Model presentation videos

Stretch Second Edition includes six model presentation
videos, allowing learners to observe key presenting skills
before practicing them in their own presentations. All model
presentation videos feature non-native model presenters to
give students a realistic and achievable example that they
can aspire to.

Presenting skills in Stretch Second Edition

The presenting skills featured in Stretch Second Edition fall into

four categories:

¢ Body Language is the simplest skill set to introduce and
practice, but it often causes students the most problems.

Body language includes posture, gestures, and eye contact.

* Organizing Ideas is vital to developing a successful
presentation. Organizing ideas involves introducing
the topic, signposting key points, and concluding a
presentation effectively.

» Design is an important feature of presentations that
feature slides or other visual aids. Design involves using
these visual elements to complement and enhance the
presentation content.

* Speech Techniques are used to highlight main points.
Examples include repetition and rhetorical questions.

Benefits for learners

» Presenting can be a way for lower-level students to
practice speaking within a structured context. This allows
them to perform at a level higher than they mightin a
more open setting.

e Presenting skills are specific, easy to demonstrate, and
transferable to other communicative contexts such as freer
discussion, self-expression, and writing.

e Presenting skills are also transferable from English to
learners’native languages, thus providing them with
important life or professional skills.

Benefits for teachers

 Presentation activities are flexible. Stretch Second Edition
includes both Presenting Skills and Presenting Practice,
allowing teachers to go deeper if time allows or simply
focus on the key skills if pressed for time.

* Presenting skills are an ideal way to include peer feedback
which, when clearly guided, can be more effective
than traditional teacher feedback (Murillo-Zamorano
& Montanero 2018). Stretch Second Edition includes
downloadable presentation feedback worksheets to help
teachers encourage structured peer feedback.

How to use the Presenting Skills and Presenting
Practice pages in Stretch Second Edition

Stretch Second Edition offers a flexible approach, with the
choice of a quick presentation task at the end of Presenting
Skills lessons or a more in-depth presentation as part of a
Presenting Practice lesson depending on time and interest.

Apply the following general principles to all presentation
activities in Stretch Second Edition:

« Give learners a chance to prepare and practice before they
present. This can be done in class or as homework using
the structured activities in the textbook.

e Encourage students to learn from each other: observing
their classmates’ presentations and identifying effective
and ineffective techniques is an effective way to improve.
Recording presentations and watching the video later can
also be useful. Stretch Second Edition incorporates peer
teaching and feedback so that students can maximize their
language and presenting skill practice in class.

» Encourage learners to relax and enjoy their presentations.
They will be nervous at first, but presenting is a skill that
gets easier with practice. Students can also record their
presentations, allowing them to notice weak areas and
practice until they are satisfied.
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