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Introduction
Our aim with English File fifth edition has been to improve 
every lesson, and to make it more engaging, motivating, and 
relevant to today’s students. New video content is integrated 
into the lessons, which helps the students learn and practise 
Grammar, Vocabulary, and Pronunciation and develops 
listening, speaking, and viewing skills. Please refer to p.17 
for more information on the video offer in English File fifth 
edition. 
As well as the main A and B Student Book lessons, there 
is a range of material that you can use according to your 
students’ needs, and the time and resources you have 
available. 
• Workbook 
• Teacher’s Guide notes
• Skills Confidence
• Tests
The Workbook provides review, support, and practice for 
students outside the class. The Teacher’s Guide suggests 
different ways of exploiting the Student Book depending on 
the level of your class. 
Skills Confidence gives students access to bite-size 
Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing practice.
We very much hope you and your students enjoy using 
English File fifth edition.

What do Beginner students need?
The aim of every level of English File fifth edition is to get 
students talking and Beginner is no exception. To achieve 
this, beginners need two things above all else: motivation
and support.
Beginners’ language level is low, but they need interesting 
topics and texts just as much as Intermediate or Advanced 
students.

Grammar, Vocabulary, and Pronunciation
If we want students to speak English with confidence, 
we need to give them the tools they need – Grammar, 
Vocabulary, and Pronunciation (G, V, P). We believe that ‘G + 
V + P = confident speaking’, and in English File Beginner all 
three elements are given equal importance. Each lesson has 
clear G, V, P aims to keep lessons focused and give students 
concrete learning objectives and a sense of progress.

Grammar
• Clear and memorable presentations of new structures
• Fun and engaging grammar videos to introduce and 

practise grammar
• Regular and varied practice in useful and natural contexts
• Student-friendly reference material
We have tried to provide contexts for new language that 
will engage students, using real-life stories and situations, 
humour, and suspense. Grammar practice videos introduce 
or practise grammar in an engaging way. The Grammar 
Banks give students a single, easy-to-access grammar 
reference section, with example sentences with audio, clear 
rules, and common errors. There are at least two practice 
exercises for each grammar point. The Workbook provides a 
variety of practice exercises and the opportunity for students 
to use the new grammar to express their own ideas.
When explaining grammar rules to students, and sometimes 
when setting up complicated activities, teachers who know 
their students’ mother tongue may wish to use it. Although 
you should try to keep it to a minimum, we believe that a 
very judicious use of students’ L1 can save time and help 
build good teacher–class rapport. Contrasting how English 
grammar works with the rules in students’ L1 can also help 
students to assimilate the rules more easily.

Vocabulary
• A focus on high-frequency words and phrases
• Opportunities to personalize new vocabulary
• Motivating and fun videos to present and practise 

vocabulary
Every lesson focuses on high-frequency vocabulary and 
common lexical areas but keeps the amount realistic. All 
new vocabulary is given with the phonemic script alongside, 
to help students with the pronunciation of new words. 
Vocabulary practice videos present and practise vocabulary 
in a motivating and fun way. 
Many lessons are linked to the Vocabulary Banks which 
help present and practise the vocabulary in class, give an 
audio model of each word, and provide a clear reference so 
students can revise and test themselves in their own time. 
Students can find further practice in the Workbook.

Pronunciation
• Intensive practice of vowel and consonant sounds
• Systematic practice of other aspects of pronunciation, 

e.g. stress and sentence rhythm
• Awareness of rules and patterns
Beginner learners are often frustrated by English 
pronunciation, particularly the sound–spelling relationships, 
silent letters, and weak forms. There is a pronunciation focus 
in every lesson, which integrates clear pronunciation into 

Course overview
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grammar and vocabulary practice. There is an emphasis on 
the sounds most useful for communication, on word stress, 
and on sentence rhythm. The Sound Bank on p.134–5 of 
the Student Book helps students to see the many clear 
sound–spelling patterns that do exist in English and gives 
common examples of them. There is also a full set of Sound 
Bank videos in the resources section on Oxford English Hub. 
There is more practice of pronunciation in the Workbook.

Speaking
• Topics that will inspire students’ interest and prompt them 

to describe their experiences and express their ideas
• Achievable, motivating tasks
• Regular opportunities to use new language
English File motivates students to speak by providing varied 
and achievable tasks, and the language (G + V + P) that they 
need in order to communicate with confidence. In addition 
to the Speaking stage, students are encouraged to speak 
all through each lesson, responding to texts, videos and 
listenings, and practising grammar and vocabulary orally. 

Listening and viewing
• A reason to listen
• Building confidence by listening to short accessible texts 

and conversations with achievable tasks
• Exposure to as much aural English as possible
• Video listening tasks
The listenings in English File are based on a variety of 
entertaining and realistic situations. The tasks focus on 
helping students to get the gist on the first listen and then 
being able to understand more the second time. Video 
listenings provide visual contexts to traditional audio and 
help develop students’ viewing skills.
There is a wide variety of video types in English File fifth 
edition, including: 
• Grammar presentation and practice
• Vocabulary presentation and practice
• Sound Bank videos on Oxford English Hub
• Documentaries
• Dramas
• Vox pops
• Practical English videos

Reading
• Engaging topics and stimulating texts
• Manageable tasks that help students to read
• Strategies for dealing with unknown words in a text
Many students need to read in English for their work 
or studies, and reading is also important in helping to 
build vocabulary and to consolidate grammar. The key to 

encouraging students to read is to give them motivating 
but accessible material and tasks they can do. In English File 
Beginner reading texts are staged so that they progress from 
one-line sentences to short articles adapted from a variety 
of real sources (the British press, magazines, news websites) 
and chosen for their intrinsic interest and ability to generate 
discussion. All reading texts in Beginner are available with 
audio, which helps build reading fluency and confidence.

Writing
• Clear models
• The ‘nuts and bolts’ of writing at a word and sentence level
The growth of the internet and email means that people 
worldwide are writing in English more than ever before, 
both for business and personal communication. English File 
Beginner provides guided writing tasks covering a range of 
writing types from a formal email to a social media post.

Practical English
• Practice in using functional phrases in simple role-plays
• Knowing what to say in common situations, e.g. buying 

a coffee
The Practical English lessons give students practice in key 
language for situations such as checking into a hotel or 
ordering food and drink. To make these everyday situations 
come alive, the language is presented in a series of videos 
with two characters, Rob (from London) and Jenny (from 
New York). The lessons also highlight other useful everyday 
phrases such as Can I help you? How much is it? Don’t worry. 
See you there. The Workbook provides practice of all the 
language from the Practical English lessons.

Revision
• Regular recycling of grammar, vocabulary, and 

pronunciation
• Motivating reference and practice material
• A sense of progress
Students will usually only assimilate and remember new 
language if they have the chance to see it and use it several 
times. Grammar, Vocabulary, and Pronunciation are recycled 
throughout the course. After every two Files there is a 
two-page Revise and Check section. Students first revise 
the Grammar, Vocabulary, and Pronunciation of each File. 
Then a series of skills-based challenges, including vox pop 
interviews, help students to measure their progress in terms 
of competence. These pages are designed to be used flexibly 
according to the needs of your students.  
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FOR STUDENTS

FOR TEACHERS

Course overview: print components8

Student Book
The Student Book has 12 Files. Each File is organized like this:

A and B lessons
Each File contains two two-page lessons which present and 
practise Grammar, Vocabulary, and Pronunciation as well 
as developing skills with a balance of reading and listening 
activities, and lots of opportunities for speaking. Video 
content is integrated throughout the lessons. All lessons 
have clear references to the Grammar Bank, Vocabulary Bank, 
and where relevant, to the Sound Bank at the back of the 
book. These banks support and extend the lesson material 
on the page.

Practical English
Every two Files (starting from File 1), there is a two-page 
lesson with integral video which teaches high-frequency, 
everyday English (e.g. language for spelling your name, 
booking a table, or telling the time) and social English 
(useful phrases like That’s right and I’m really sorry).
The video is in the form of a drama, featuring the two main 
characters, Rob and Jenny. The lessons have a storyline 
which runs through the level.

Revise and Check
Every two Files (starting from File 2), there is a two-page 
section revising the Grammar, Vocabulary, and Pronunciation 
of each File and providing additional Reading, Listening, and 
Speaking. The ‘Can you…?’ section challenges students with 
engaging reading texts and street interview videos, which 
give students exposure to real-life English.

The back of the Student Book
The lessons contain cross-references to these sections: 
Communication, Writing, Listening, Grammar Bank, 
Vocabulary Bank, and Sound Bank.
The Student Book is also available as an e-Book.

Workbook
For language practice after class.
• All the Grammar, Vocabulary, and Practical English
• Pronunciation exercises with audio
• Words and Phrases to Learn
• Available with or without key
The Workbook is also available as an e-Book.

Teacher’s Guide   

Step-by-step procedural notes for all the lessons
These notes include an optional ‘books-closed’ lead-in for 
every lesson.
Extra challenge suggestions for ways of exploiting the
Student Book material in a more challenging way if you 
have a stronger class.
Extra support suggestions for ways of adapting activities 
or exercises to make them work for students who need an 
alternative approach.
Extra ideas for optional activities.
All lesson plans include answer keys and audio scripts. 

Photocopiable materials
There are over 90 pages of Grammar, Communicative, 
and Vocabulary worksheets, which can be done before, 
during, or after a lesson by students working individually or 
together.

Grammar
see p.141–166
An activity for every Grammar Bank, which can be used in 
class or for self-study extra practice

Communicative
see p.167–208
Extra speaking practice for every A, B, and PE lesson

Vocabulary
see p.209–232
An activity for every Vocabulary Bank, which can be used in 
class or for self-study extra practice
There is more information on p.140 of this Teacher’s Guide 
about the photocopiable worksheets and tips on how best 
to use them.
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FOR STUDENTS

FOR TEACHERS

The digital materials and resources for this course can all be found at oxfordenglishhub.com 
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Student e-Book
• A digital version of the Student Book with audio and video

Workbook e-Book
• A digital version of the Workbook with audio

Course resources
• All course audio and video

Skills Confidence
• Students can develop their skills confidence in English 

with access to bite-size Reading, Listening, Speaking, and 
Writing practice that complements the course. They can 
access it from their mobile device and use it in their own 
time and at their own pace. 

Classroom Presentation Tool
The Classroom Presentation Tool digital component is for use 
in conjunction with the Student Book and Workbook print 
materials. It is a valuable tool for classroom management, 
providing a clear focus in the classroom and strong visual 
support for students, as well as additional material. 
• The complete Student Book and Workbook
• All class audio and video, with interactive scripts
• Answer keys for exercises in the Student Book and 

Workbook

Course assessment
• Tests and assessment material, including: Progress Tests; 

an End-of-Course Test; a Quick Test for every File; and a 
complete test for every File. There are A and B versions of 
all the main tests and audio files for all the Listening tests.

Teacher resources
• Course audio and video
• Photocopiable materials 
• Downloadable wordlists 

Professional Development
• Video in ELT
• Multimodality
• Effective feedback
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Reading and 
listening activities

Opportunities 
for personalized 
speaking 
throughout the 
lesson

Further practice 
of the grammar in 
the Grammar Bank

Clear lesson summaries

Grammar, Vocabulary, 
and Pronunciation in 
every lesson

File overview
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A range of reading 
and listening 
activities develop 
students’ skills.

Vocabulary Bank 
extends students’ 
vocabulary

Speaking activities 
at the end of 
the lesson allow 
students to 
communicate 
using the grammar 
and vocabulary 
they have learned 
in the lesson.

Pronunciation 
integrated into 
each lesson

Vocabulary 
development in 
context

Vocabulary and Grammar videos 
bring language learning to life.
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Practical English 
lessons teach 
functional English.

The language is 
presented in the 
form of drama 
videos.

Information boxes focus on 
the functional language.

Each video has two video tasks. The 
first is a viewing task, and the second 
a comprehension task to check 
understanding or to focus on language.
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Focus on key 
phrases from the 
episode

Speaking activities 
allow students to 
put into practice 
what they have 
learned in the 
lesson.

Pairwork for students to 
practise the key language


