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Series Overview
with Teaching Suggestions

Select Readings, Second Edition is a reading course for students of English.
In Select Readings, Second Edition, high-interest, authentic reading passages
serve as springboards for reading skills development, vocabulary building, and
thought-provoking discussions and writing.

The readings represent a wide range of genres, including newspaper and
magazine articles, personal essays, textbook chapters, book excerpts, and online

discussions, chosen and approved by experienced teachers.

General Approach to Reading Instruction

The following principles have guided the development of Select Readings,

Second Edition:

Exposing students to a variety of text types and genres helps them develop
more effective reading skills. Students learn to handle the richness and depth
of writing styles they will encounter as they read more widely in English.

Readers become engaged with a selection when they are asked to respond
personally to its theme. While comprehension questions help students see if
they have understood the information in a reading, discussion questions ask
students to consider the issues raised by the passage.

Readers sharpen their reading, vocabulary-building, and language skills
when skills work is tied directly to the content and language of each
reading passage. This book introduces students to reading skills such as
previewing and scanning and vocabulary-building strategies such as learning
word forms and understanding prefixes. Each skill was chosen in consultation
with teachers to ensure that the most applicable and appropriate skills were
selected for students at the Elementary level.

Good readers make good writers. Reading helps students develop writing
skills, while writing experience helps students become better readers.

Background knowledge plays an important role in reading comprehension.
An important goal of Select Readings, Second Edition is to illustrate how
thinking in advance about the topic of a reading prepares readers to better
comprehend and interact with a text.

Chapter Overview

Each chapter in Select Readings, Second Edition Elementary includes the

sections described below.

1. Opening Page

viii

The purpose of this page is to draw readers into the theme and content of the
chapter with relevant artwork and a compelling quotation.



Teaching Suggestions:

o Ask students to describe what they see in the photo or artwork on the page
and guess what the chapter is about. Have them read the quotation, restate
it in their own words, and then say if they agree with it. Finally, ask what
connection there might be between the image and the quotation.

o Call students’ attention to the Chapter Focus box. Give them a chance to
think about the content and skills they are about to study and to set their
own learning goals for the chapter.

. Before You Read

The first activity in each Before You Read section introduces important
vocabulary from the reading passage. Where appropriate, visuals are used to
illustrate key terms while accompanying questions get students to use the new
terms. The second activity in each Before You Read section provides students
with a specific task for previewing the reading passage. This activity also

gives students the opportunity to practice an important reading skill, such

as predicting or scanning. Additional information about each reading skill is
provided in the Reading Skills Guide on pages 92-102.

Teaching Suggestions:

» Have students describe what they see in the photos. Students can work in pairs
or groups to answer the questions and then report their answers to the class.

« Have students work in pairs to do the previewing activity. They can then
share answers before they read the article.

o If students have questions about a particular reading skill, take some time to
go over the information in the Reading Skills Guide.

. Reading Passage

In general, the readings become increasingly long and/or more complex as the
chapters progress. To help students successfully tackle each passage, we have
provided the following support tools:

Vocabulary glosses. Challenging words and expressions are glossed throughout
the readings. In some cases, we have glossed chunks of words instead of
individual vocabulary items. This approach helps students develop a better
sense of how important context is to understanding the meaning of new words.

Culture and Language Notes. On pages 85-91, students will find explanations
for cultural references and language usage that appear in blue type in the
readings. Notes are provided on a wide range of topics from scientific
information, to geographical references, to famous people.

Maps. Each location featured in a reading passage is clearly marked on one
of the maps found on pages 103-107.

Numbered lines. For easy reference, every fifth line of each reading passage
is numbered.

Recorded reading passages. Listening to someone reading a text aloud helps
language learners see how words are grouped in meaningful chunks, thus
aiding comprehension.



Teaching Suggestions:

» Encourage students to read actively. Circling words, writing questions in
the margins, and taking notes are three ways in which students can make
reading a more active and meaningful experience.

o Play the recorded version of the reading passage and ask students to listen
to how the reader groups words together. As they listen to the recording,
students can lightly underline or circle the groups of words.

. Understanding the Text

Following each reading, there are five to six activities that give students the
chance to a) explore the reading passage in more detail as they take notes,

b) interact with the text several times, c) check their understanding of the text,
d) discuss the issues raised in the reading, e) use key terms in a new context,
and f) learn useful vocabulary skills.

Teaching Suggestions:

» Have students refer back to the reading as they take notes in the chart.
Encourage them to then use their notes to retell important information from
the reading. Together students can make a master chart of notes on the board
and discuss any differences in their notes.

o For the Comprehension activity, encourage students to show where in the
reading passage they found the information to support their answer. Doing
this gives students the opportunity to discuss the text in greater detail and to
clarify any comprehension issues.

» Have students work in pairs or small groups to do the What do you think?
activity. Pairs or groups can then share answers with the rest of the class.

. Discussion and Writing

At the end of each chapter, students have an opportunity to talk and write
about a variety of issues. The activities in this section provide students with
a chance to broaden their views on the topic of the reading and to address
more global issues and concerns. The final activity in this section is a Web
Search that gives students a simple task to accomplish online.

Teaching Suggestions:

o When time permits, let students discuss a question a second time with
a different partner or group. This allows them to apply what they learned
in their first discussion of the question.

o Assign the Web Search activity for homework. Remind students that they
don’t need to understand every word in the material they read online in
order to complete the task.



6. Words to Remember

Each chapter ends with a list of Words to Remember. A majority of these words
are Oxford 2000 keywords, and many are also highlighted on the Academic
Word List. This section provides an efficient means for students to keep track of
important new vocabulary by chapter. In addition, the new Mini-Dictionary on
pages 108-114 features carefully crafted definitions of each Word to Remember
from the new Oxford Basic American Dictionary for learners of English,
giving students an alphabetical reference of the words and their definitions

all in one place.

Reading Skills Guide

The Reading Skills Guide on pages 92-102 serves as an additional reference tool
for Elementary students. While tasks in the chapters guide students in applying
important reading skills such as previewing and taking notes, the Reading Skills
Guide provides a resource for students who are ready to explore the reading
skills in greater depth. The Reading Skills Guide gives useful information about
the purpose of each reading skill and illustrates how to apply each skill to a text.
Additional practice activities follow these explanations.

Teaching Suggestions:

« Elicit what students already know about the reading skill and then encourage
students to guess how using this skill might help them become better readers.

o After students do an activity, ask them to reflect on how using the skill
affected the way they read.

Additional Resources for Teachers of Reading
o Teaching Second Language Reading by Thom Hudson
o Techniques and Resources in Teaching Reading by Sandra Silberstein
o Reading by Catherine Wallace
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