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introduction

Who is this book for?
The Oxford English Grammar Course (Advanced Level) is for people who have a good knowledge of
English, but who want to speak or write more correctly, perhaps for academic or professional purposes.

What kind of English does the book teach?

This book teaches modern British English. But it can also be used by students of American, Australian
or other kinds of English — the grammatical differences are very small and unimportant. The book
deals with the grammar of speech and writing in both formal and informal styles.

How is the book organised?
There are two parts.

1 Word and sentence grammar
Part 1 deals with the structures that are important at this level for combining words into
sentences. It has seventeen Sections, each covering a major topic and containing:
» an introduction to the topic
¢ anumber of one- or two-page lessons with explanations and exercises
(in most Sections) two or three ‘"More Practice’ pages
* seven ‘Pronunciation for grammar’ exercises.

2 Grammar beyond the sentence
Part 2 contains lessons on the structures that are important for writing and reading more
complex texts. Much of this material will be helpful to university students. Other lessons in
Part 2 deal with the grammar of natural informal conversation.
(Note that there is not always a clear dividing line between sentence grammar and text
grammar, so some topics appear in both Part 1 and Part 2.)

What about revision of elementary grammar?

Even advanced students can still make elementary mistakes. This book contains a number of
‘revise the basics'lessons to help students consolidate their earlier learning. However, students
who have serious problems with basic accuracy should work through the appropriate Sections of
the Intermediate Level before studying this book.

Does the book give complete information about English grammar?

Even the biggest grammars cannot contain everything that is known about English. The
explanations and exercises in this book cover all the points that are really important for advanced
students; there are additional notes giving further information on complex points. For more details,
see Practical English Usage (Swan, Oxford University Press 2016), The Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language (Huddleston and Pullum, Cambridge University Press 2002) or A Comprehensive
Grammar of the English Language (Quirk and others, Longman 1985).

Some language problems come in the area between grammar and vocabulary. Grammars can
only give limited information about the grammar of individual words; for detailed explanations,
see the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary.

Does the book give enough practice?

This book gives a great deal of practice - more complete and varied than any similar book. Some
exercises simply focus on structure; others make students think, solve problems, express opinions,
talk about their experience, etc. This is enough to fix the structures and rules in learners’minds and
help them towards much more correct language use. But no single practice book can completely
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bridge the gap between conscious knowledge of a rule and the ability to apply it spontaneously

in communication. This will come with further experience and language use. In the e-book, most
exercises are auto-corrected, but some can't be; correct answers to these are shown in a fly-in. A few
exercise types requiring crossing out or writing can’t be handled in the e-book format. These should be
answered on a separate paper before answers are checked by the fly-in.

Grammar and real life

The Oxford English Grammar Course shows how grammar is used in real-life communication, in
authentic or adapted texts from newspapers and magazines, letters, quotations, advertisements and
many other sources. (Please note that, when we quote a text that expresses an opinion, the opinion
is not necessarily ours! The text is simply provided as an interesting and memorable example of the
structure being studied.)

Grammar and pronunciation

ThePronunciation for grammar’ section gives practice on:

» intonation e unstressed words and syllables
» word and sentence stress e grammatical endings

¢ linking words together.

The exercises focus on hearing as well as speaking: for many language students, the main problem
is not saying things correctly, but hearing exactly what is said. The section also offers practice in
listening to speakers with different native accents (English, Scottish, US American) and to speakers
whose first language is not English.

Examinations

This book teaches all the grammar that is needed for Common European Framework Levels B2 to C2,
and is suitable for learners studying for The Cambridge Advanced Examination in English, Cambridge
Proficiency or the IELTS Examination.

With our best wishes for your progress in English.

/f)tazxm//ﬁm - Catbormeoabieq

Sy

= i

To the teacher: website support

There is a complete lesson-by-lesson Teacher’s Guide which
you can access by tapping the link at the start of each section:
This supplements the Student’s Book exercises with hundreds of additional communicative and out-of-
class practice activities, to help students make the move from practising grammar to using grammar. It also
contains helpful Language Notes showing typical problems students may have with certain structures,
often because of cross-language differences.

teacher's guide

You can also download Classroom Tests for each level to help to show what your students
need to study, or how well they have learnt the material you have covered. To access
these, take a moment to sign up for free membership of the Oxford Teachers’' Club:
www.oup.com/elt/teachers/oxfordenglishgrammar.

INTRODUCTION

vii



some useful grammatical terminology

active and passive: | see, she heard are active verbs; /
am seen, she was heard are passive verbs.

adjective clause: the same as relative clause.

adjective: for example big, old, yellow, unhappy.

adverb clause: An adverb clause acts like an adverb
in another clause. For example We left as soon as
we could. (Compare We left immediately.)

adverb particle: A short adverb like up, out, off, often
used as part of a phrasal verb (e.g. clean up, look
out).

adverb: for example quickly, completely, now, there.

affirmative sentences or statements are not
questions or negatives - for example / arrived.

articles: a/an (indefinite article’); the (‘definite
article’).

auxiliary verbs are used before other verbs to make
guestions, tenses etc - for example do you think,
| have finished, she is working. See also modal
auxiliary verbs.

clause: a part of a sentence with a subject and verb,
usually joined to the rest of the sentence by a
conjunction. Mary said that she was furious has
two clauses. See also sentence.

comparative: for example older, better, more
beautiful, more slowly.

complement: 1) a part of a sentence after a verb
that gives more information about the subject or
object. For example John is an engineer; | feel tired;
They elected Sandra president.
2) aword or expression needed after a noun,
adjective, verb or preposition to complete its
meaning. For example the intention to return; full of
water; They went to Germany; in the garden.

conditional: a structure using the conjunction if.

conjunction: for example and, but, if, because, while.

consonant: see vowel.

contraction: a short form like I'm, you're, he'll, don't.

countable nouns: the names of things we can count
— for example one chair, three cars; uncountable
(or‘mass’) nouns: the names of things we can’t
count, like oil, rice.

declarative question: a question that has the form of
a statement. For example This is your car?

demonstrative: this, that, these and those are
demonstrative determiners or pronouns.

determiner: a word like the, some, many, my, which
goes before (adjective +) noun.
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discourse markers are words and expressions which
help to structure spoken exchanges and written
texts. For example first of all, anyway, by the way,
right.

ellipsis: leaving words out. For example ‘[Have you]
Seen John?’ ‘No, I haven't [seen John].

emphasis: giving special importance to one part of
a sentence, expression or word. For example /t was
the marketing manager who phoned. No, | wanted
black coffee. Related words are emphasise and
emphatic.

formal, informal We use formal language with
strangers, in business letters etc: for example
‘Good afternoon, Mr Parker. May | help you?' We
use informal language with family and friends: for
example ‘Hi, John. Need help?’

fronting: moving part of a clause to the beginning
to give it more emphasis or to focus on it. For
example Annie | quite like, but her sister | just can't
stand.

gender: (In English) the use of grammatical forms to
show the difference between male and female, or
between human and non-human. For example he,
she, it, who, which.

generalising: talking about a whole class of people
or things. For example Penguins don't fly; | like
chocolate.

identifying: saying exactly who or what you are
talking about. For example Henry Bartlett; the
woman over there in the corner; my first car; the
woman who phoned just now.

imperative: a form like Go home, Don’t worry, which
we use when we tell or ask people (not) to do
things.

indirect speech: the grammar that we use to show
what people say or think: for example John said
that he wasiill.

infinitive: (to) go, (to) sleep etc.

informal: see formal.

intransitive: see transitive.

inversion: putting a verb before the subject. For
example Are you ready? Sodo I. Here comes
Arthur.

link verbs connect subjects to complements, not to
objects. For example They are Russian; She seems
nice.



modal verbs or modal auxiliary verbs: must, can,
could, may, might, shall, should, ought to, will and
would.

noun clause A noun clause acts like the subject or
object of another clause. For example How she did
it was a mystery; | understood what they wanted.
Noun clauses are common in indirect speech.

noun: for example chair, oil, idea, sentence.

noun phrase: a phrase based on a noun. For
example the first car that | bought.

object: see subject.

participle: see present participle, past participle.

participle clause: a clause containing a participle,
not a tense. For example Walking to the window, |
looked out.

particle: see adverb particle.

passive: see active.

past participle: for example gone, seen, stopped. (In
fact:‘past’ participles can refer to the past, present
or future).

perfect infinitive: (to) have seen, (fo) have started etc.

personal pronouns: for example /, you, us, them.

phrasal verb: a two-part verb formed with an adverb
particle [1 forexample cut up, break down, run
away.

phrase: a group of words that belong together
grammatically. For example dead tired; would not
have understood.

plural: see singular.

possessives: for example my, your; mine, yours;
John’s, my brothers’.

prediction: saying what will happen. For example /
think we're going to lose; You'll be sorry.

preparatory subject/object: It put in the place of a
longer subject or object, which comes later. For
example It’s important to believe in yourself, She
made it clear that she was disappointed.

preposition: for example at, in, on, between.

prepositional verb: a two-part verb formed with a
preposition. For example look at, listen to.

present participle: for example going, sleeping. (In
fact, ‘present’ participles can refer to the past,
present or future).

progressive (or ‘continuous’): for example He’s eating
(present progressive); They were talking (past
progressive).

pronouns: for example /, you, anybody, themselves.

quantifier: a determiner that shows how much/
many we are talking about. For example all, most,
little.

question tag: for example isn't it?, doesn’t she?

reduced relative clause: for example the people
invited (meaning ‘the people who were invited’).

reflexive pronouns: myself, yourself etc.

relative clause: a clause that begins with a relative
pronoun. For example the man who bought my
car.

relative pronouns: who, which and that when they
join clauses to nouns. For example the man who
bought my car.

reply question: for example 1 had a great time in
Holland. ‘Did you? | am glad.

rhetorical question: a question with an obvious
answer or with no answer. For example: Who’s a
lovely baby, then?

sentence: A written sentence begins with a capital
letter (A, B etc) and ends with a full stop (.), like
this one. A sentence may have more than one
clause, often joined by a conjunction. For example:
I'll come and see you when I'm in London. If one
clause is part of another, it is called a‘subordinate
clause’; the other is the ‘main clause’ Clauses with
equal weight are called ‘co-ordinate clauses.

short answer: for example Yes, | am; No, we didn't;
They will.

singular: for example chair, cat, man; plural: for
example chairs, cats, men.

stress: giving a syllable, word or phrase more
importance by pronouncing it more loudly oron a
higher pitch.

subject and object: In She took the money -
everybody saw her, the subjects are she and
everybody; the objects are the money and her.

subjunctive: a special verb form that is used to talk
about possibilities rather than fact. For example it’s
important that she inform the police. If | were you.
Modern English has very few subjunctives.

superlative: for example oldest, best, most beautiful,
most easily.

tense: She goes, she is going, she went, she was going,
she has gone are different tenses (for a list, see
page 297).

third person: words for other people, not / or you —
for example she, them, himself, John, has, goes.

transitive verbs normally have objects - for example
break, improve, tell. Intransitive verbs don't usually
have objects - for example sleep, breathe, stay.

uncountable nouns: see countable nouns.

verb: for example sit, give, hold, think, write.

vowels: g, e, i, 0, u and their usual sounds;
consonants: b, ¢, d, f, g etc and their usual sounds.
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list of topics

Part 1 word and sentence grammar

SECTION 1 basic sentence types
pages 2-15

introduction 2
questions: revise the basics 2-3
negatives: revise the basics 4
not and no 5
negative questions 6-7
more about negatives 8-9
imperatives 10-11
let’s; let me etc 12
exclamations: revise the basics 13
more practice 14-15

SECTION 2 be, haveanddo pages 16-21

introduction 16
be: progressive forms; do be 16
there is: revise the basics 17
there is: more complex structures 18
have: revise the basics 19
do: emphasis 20-21

SECTION 3 present and future

pages 22-39
introduction 22
present tenses: revise the basics 23
instructions, commentaries, stories 24
more about present tenses 25-27
non-progressive verbs 28-29
future: revise the basics: will, going to 30-31
or present progressive?
more about the present progressive, 32-33
going to and will
be + infinitive: lam to ... etc 34
future progressive 35
future perfect 36
future in the past 37
more practice 38-39

x LSTOF TAPICS

SECTION 4 past and perfect tenses
pages 40-57

introduction 40

simple past and past progressive: 41
revise the basics

present perfect and simple past: 42-43
revise the basics

present perfect progressive: revise the basics 44

simple past and present perfect: summary 45

more about simple past and past progressive 46-47

more about the present perfect 48-49
more about the present perfect progressive 50
past perfect: revise the basics 51
more about the past perfect: 52

time conjunctions
past perfect progressive 53
this is the first time etc 54
more practice 8557
SECTION 5 modal verbs

pages 58-77
introduction 58
modals: revise the basics 59
ability: can and could 60-61
permission: can, could, may and might 62
obligation: must and have (got) to 63
obligation: should and ought to 64
certainty: must, can't, will, should 65
probability and possibility: may, might, 66-67

can, could
may have gone, should have told etc 68-70
had better 71
be supposed to 71
will and would: willingness; typical behaviour 72
used to 73
need 74
more practice 75-77



SECTION 6 passives pages 78-87
introduction 78
revise the basics 78-79
reasons for using passives 80-81
complex passive structures 82-83
other advanced points 84-85
more practice 86-87
SECTION 7 infinitives and -ing forms
pages 88-109
introduction 88
revise the basics 89
perfect infinitives and -ing forms 90-91
infinitive without to 92
verb + infinitive 93
verb + -ing form 94-95
verb + object + infinitive or -ing form 96-97
infinitive and -ing form both possible 98-101
phone calls to make; nothing to eat 102-103
infinitive with its own subject: for ... to ... 104
to...ing 105
determiners with -ing forms: 106
my speaking etc
more practice 107-109

SECTION 8 various structures with verbs
pages 110-123

introduction 110
verbs with object + adjective/noun 111
complement

revise the basics: verbs with prepositions  112-113
and adverb particles
more about prepositional verbs 114-115
more about phrasal verbs 116-117
verbs with two objects 118-119
some causative structures with have, 120-121
get and make
more practice 122-123
SECTION 9 nouns and pronouns
pages 124-141
introduction 124
countable and uncountable 125
mixed singular and plural 126-127
noun + noun or preposition structure 128-129
possessive structure or other structure 130-131

nouns for activities: using have, make, 132
do etc

a note on gender: he, she or it? 132
structures after nouns 133
personal pronouns 134-135
reflexives (myself etc); each other / 136-137
one another
one, you and they (general meaning) 138
singular they 139
one(s) 139
more practice 140-141

SECTION 10 determiners (1): articles,
demonstratives and possessives
pages 142-155

introduction 142
articles: preliminary note 142
articles: revise the basics 143-145
more about generalising with a/an 146-147
and the
articles: other points 148-149
demonstratives: this, that, these, those 150-151
possessives: my, mine etc 152-153
more practice 154-155

SECTION 11 determiners (2): quantifiers
pages 156-171

introduction 156
all 157
whole and all 158
both 159
either and neither 159
every and each 160
some, any, no, none: revise the basics 161
some/any or no article 162
more about some 163
more about any and no 164
much, many, more and most 165
little, few, less, fewer, least and fewest 166
enough 167
quantifying phrases 168
of with quantifiers 169

more practice 170-171

LIST OF TOPICS i



SECTION 12 adjectives, adverbs and
comparison pages 172-191

introduction

adjective or adverb?

adjectives: order

position of adjectives

participles used as adjectives

adjectives without nouns

structures after adjectives

adverb position (1)

adverb position (2): with the verb

comparison: as ... as

-er and -est or more and most?

double comparative structures

more about comparatives

more about superlatives

much, far etc with comparatives
and superlatives

much in affirmative sentences?

such and so

like and as

more practice

SECTION 13 prepositions
pages 192-199

introduction

time: revise the basics

in and on (place): revise the basics

at (place and movement): revise the basics
prepositions with -ing forms

end-position of prepositions

prepositions before conjunctions

six confusable prepositions

six more confusable prepositions

more practice

SECTION 14 conjunctions, clauses
and tenses pages 200-207

introduction

conjunctions: revise the basics

and and or

double conjunctions: both ...and;
(n)either ... (n)or

tense simplification after conjunctions

past tense with present or future meaning

more practice

xii LIST OF TOPICS

172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186

187
188
189
190-191

192
192
193
193
194
195
196
197
198
199

200
201
202
203

204-205
206
207

SECTION 15 adjective (relative) clauses

pages 208-217

introduction

relatives: revise the basics

identifying and non-identifying
relative clauses

reduced relative clauses

prepositions in relative clauses

relatives: other points

more practice

SECTION 16 noun clauses
pages 218-231

introduction

indirect speech: revise the basics
indirect speech: more about tenses
indirect speech: other points

verbs in that-clauses: subjunctives
verbs in that-clauses: should

more about that-clauses

more about question-word clauses
preparatory it

more practice

SECTION 17 adverb clauses
pages 232-249

introduction

if. how many ‘conditionals’?
if: revise the basics

unless

ifand in case

if. more advanced points

if. informal structures

notes on some conjunctions
whoever, whatever, wherever etc
participle clauses

after ...ing, on ...ing etc
infinitive clauses

more practice

208
208-209
210

211
212-213
214-215
216-217

218
218-219
220-221
222-223

224

225

226

227
228-229
230-231

232
232
233-234
235
235
236-238
239
240-242
243
244-245
246
247
248-249



Part 2 grammar beyond the sentence

information structure: what comes first?

information structure: getting the right
subject

pronoun problems

linking clauses with conjunctions and
adverbs

special word order: fronting

special word order: inversion

emphasis: it ... that

emphasis: what ... is/was

discourse markers

reading complicated sentences

complex noun phrases in writing

mixed structures

ellipsis after auxiliaries

ellipsis with infinitives

ellipsis with so and not

ellipsis after and, but and or

251
252

253
254-256

257
258-259
260
261
262-269
270-273
274
275
276-277
278
279
280

ellipsis at the beginning of spoken sentences 281

the structure of spoken sentences.

short answers, reply questions and
question tags

three kinds of spoken question

politeness: using questions

politeness: being indirect

emphasis in speech: stress

repetition

abbreviated styles

news headlines

282-283
284-285

286-288
289
290-291
292
293
294
295

(a nswer key

>)

(pronunciation for grammar

>)

LIST OF TOPICS  xiii



Section 1 basic sentence types

The basic subject-verb-object structure of simple affirmative sentences should be well known at this level.
Rules for the formation of questions, negatives, imperatives and exclamations are revised briefly in this
section, and some more advanced points introduced. More complex types of spoken and written sentence
structure are covered in other parts of the book: see the Table of Contents or the Index for details.

questions: revise the basics © 7 ?

word order In most questions, we put an auxiliary verb before the subject — not the whole verb,
even with long subjects.

Are Annie and the rest of the family coming tomorrow? (NOT ArecomingAnnie ...?)
Can all of the team be here at ten oclock?

If there is no other auxiliary verb, we use do (+ infinitive without to).

What does ‘hyperactive’ mean? (NoT What-means—hyperactive?)

Note that do may come twice in questions: once as an auxiliary and once as a main verb.
What does your brother do?

question-word subjects When who and what are subjects, we normally make questions without do.

Compare:

‘Who'"? said that?” ‘Lucy’"” said that. (NoT “Who-did-say-that?¥)

‘Who" did you invite?’ ‘I invited Oliver°®'!

‘What'"" happened?’ ‘Something strange’"”’ happened. (Not “What-did-happen?)

‘What“? did he say?’ ‘He said something strange®”’.

The same thing happens when subjects begin with question-words which, what, whose, what sort of
or how much/many.

Which team won? (NoT Which teamdid-win?)

What country won the last World Cup?

How many students live here? (Compare How many students”” did yous"" invite?)

Whose dog dug up my flowers?
However, do can be used with question-word subjects for special emphasis.
‘Ollie didn’t get the job. ‘Really? So who did get it?’

6 Correct the mistakes or write ‘Correct.

What time thetrainileaves? ..

What means ‘understudy’? .......ocovvivniiiiiiiiniinnininn,

Why she iscrying? s.osmsssinsamsivssansssmsans

Has the man from the Export Department telephoned? ..........cccoveiiiiiiiiininiinn.
What I mustto donow? ...

Does the 9.30 train for Bristol leave from platform 7?2 .......c.cooviiiiiiiiiiniiiininnnns
The postman hai Deen? .coueonomismaranmmonenssssnanes

Who does live next dOOI? ...oiveisiarnsvinisisrsnsssssssansnss

N 0O N N U e W~ Y

Which car costs more? ......ocooviviviiiiiiniiiiiiirinann,
Wt sortof mengic does Belp yon 10 telET oo

—
o
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Make questions. Ask about the words in italics.

(a) Mark loves Emma. (b) Mark loves Emma.
(a) who loves Emmar (b) Who does Mark Love?
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.......................................................................................................................................

Prepositions often come at the end of questions, especially in informal speech and writing.
Who are you waiting for?  Whats that book about?

It is possible to begin with the preposition, but this is generally very formal.

With whom did Mozart collaborate? ~ On what do blue whales feed?

This order is unusual or impossible in informal speech.

NOT After-whosechitdrenare-you-fooking?

Two-word questions ending with a preposition are common in conversation.

‘Rose is getting married. “Who to?”  Tve been thinking’ ‘What about?’

Write questions for these answers, beginning Who or What.

“Ihe articles aboit Bisrobiolapy oo oy R O ORI S

T s T 1 A A - S Ut AN SRS A

T Dl B BIHIITES coucmcvminmam s e A i S SR S

Youi can openat With #his: e s v ik v s s i s e s S AR i s

*The letter-wis from fiy Datile TISTIAEEE! s cousesss snsoassnms ouwim o st 5e e e s ems womss
She hit me with hier shoe! coinnannannisnnisnsnurnnnnn iR s

S e o B e L P —
L thinkitigaboutliter o mmmmumnmmns i e e R e e

O N s W N =Y

Complete the conversations with two-word questions.

> Tm writing a novel. ...\Vhat abowt?’ ‘Love, life, art and death!

T W BRI s e samaisviiir i SSors siaaae ‘North Wales!

2 Tve mended the printer ..........coviieiiiiiiiiiiiinnananes ‘Superglue’

3 “Tvebophla PrSERHL wcwamvinremmsmsenmsonse ‘Myself.

4 Peleiin JoVEamathy sasavmissyissans s ‘His piano teacher’

5 Tmasaved bastop the babverving, oo sonsmmaai ‘Chocolate’
8 “WeLe poingto France ot s Weele oo smissmissomssi ‘Pat and Julie’
7 SO e IR Lo e s ‘To an old school friend.

Note: A few prepositions do not normally come at the end of sentences (see page 195).

During whose lesson did you fall asleep? (NOT Whosetesson——during?)
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negatives: revise the basics

structure To make negative verb forms, we put not or n’t after an auxiliary verb or be. If there is
no other auxiliary, we use do. In standard English, we don’t normally use not or do with negative
words like never, hardly, nothing. (But this is common in many dialects.)

The Minister has not made a decision. ~ She couldr’t swim. It wasn’t raining. I don’t care.

He never says much. (Nor Hedoesneversay-much: or Hedoesrtneversay-much:)
I hardly noticed the interruption. (Not Hdidn’t-hardlynotice ...)
We saw nothing. (NOT Wedidi'tseenothing:)

Correct the mistakes or write ‘Correct’

You notunderstood: ..Atd not wnderstand

It hardly matters. ..G2/VECE . ....cvirennnnee.

Geofge tiever 1s I the ONCE,. cuvussimss sms ssss snss nms s sasess

There wash't niothing that T conld do. s s s
Fred not likes travelling. ...........cccoeeiviiiiniiiiinnn.

‘Ehe roonis have not beet dleaned t0day, o ssmmaiesssmmssi
Wothing dicl it BEDDER  » v s n sem sue co esis nesa v

Lido never drive at Dight. .coussauvssemusmessmusens s

We hardlydidn’t bave time to think, ..uiaininusssss s
Wora O C ORISR TIOWE cncomsivinaam s

NN R W N~ Y Y

Put the letters of the expressions from the box into the texts.

A cannotbe B can‘tafford C didnotpay D doesn'thave E doesntopen F doesn'ttalk
G nolonger H notbeallowed | notbeshown J notbeennamed K notbeen paid
L nothing can justify M wouldn't have to

A police anti-terrorism TV
advertisement has been banned.

The advertisement asked people to look out
for suspicious behaviour by their neighbours,

travel company has collapsed, leaving
over 1,000 customers stuck in Spain.

~ One holidaymaker said that he and his family had
- paid the company for an all-inclusive hotel on

- the Costa Brava, but they have now been asked
to pay again for the whole week or leave. “Well,
- we just8... that,” he said. “We paid everything in
- advance so we 9... spend any money while we're
- away.” Another group in the resort of Lloret de
- Mar were notified as they were sunbathing that

i - the all-inclusive deal they had paid for was 10...
- valid. One woman said her family of five was
- presented with a bill of 2,700 euros — more than
- the original cost of their holiday — and told they
. ifthey 11... it they would 12... any more food or
- drink. Hoteliers are also suffering; one said he had
- 100 rooms currently booked through the travel
. company, but had 13... for any of them. ®

describing a man who 1... to people, 2... his
curtains, and 3... a bank card but pays for
things in cash. The authority that regulates TV
advertising banned the advertisement because
this could offend or throw suspicion on innocent
people, and ruled that the ad should 4... again.

A 37-year-old swedish motorist, whoﬁhcilzsa_f;..O.),f

was caught driving his Mercedes sporis Sk
290km/hin switzerland, and fcg;i}doté; gnU s

record speeding fine © : i

gﬁg Irfvi, the Eevel of fineis determined 'c;y ::r;e
wealth of the driver and the slpeed r?cor ed.
A local police spokesman said that "6 |. o'
speed of 200km/h. The car7... properly o
controlled. It must have taken 500m to stop.

Note: do and not with negative words Do is possible with a negative for emphasis.
Tve split up with my girlfriend. ‘T'm not surprised. I never did like her’

And not can contradict the meaning of another negative word.
I didn’t say nothing — I said ‘Hello’.
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not and no

structures with not We use not to make a word, expression or clause negative.

Not surprisingly, she failed her driving test. (NOT Nosurprisingly ...)
I've worked in Scotland, but not in Ireland. (NoT ... butno-intreland:)

She was talking to Andy, not you. (NOT ... noyotz) I do not agree.

Not can refer to different parts of a sentence. However, in a clause with a verb, not normally goes
with the verb, whatever the exact meaning.

Peter didn’t study art at Cambridge. (Not1 Not-Peterstudied-art-at-Cambridge: or Peterstudied-notart-
at-Cambridge: Or Peterstudtedartnotat-Cambridge:)

meaning of no We use no with a noun or -ing form to mean ‘not any’ or ‘not a/an’.

No pilots went on strike. (= “There weren’t any pilots on strike.)

We've got no plans for the holiday. (="... not any plans ...")

I know you're tired, but that’s no reason to be rude. (= ... not a reason.)
NO PARKING AT WEEKENDS.

Correct (v') or not (X)?

» Not Bill phoned, but Pete. X

I have no idea where Susie is. v

I speak Spanish, but no very well. ...
There are no messages for you. ...
We play tennis not on Sundays. ...

We play tennis, but not on Sundays. ...
No trains are running today. ...

The trains are not running today. ...
I'm sorry, Mary’s no in today. ...

Not this street is the right one. .

W N =7
L~ N e

Complete the sentences with words from the box, and choose not or no.
Use a dictionary if necessary.

attend cash describe entrance excuse humour intend office repaired revise waorry

» We speak Spanish in the ,.9{1ECE......coivuvanss , but no /(nobat home.

1 There’s no / not parking in front of the station .............ccoevevnnniins :

2 Shewas i/ not able 1o ..vuumsmasnsumas her attacker.

3 There's no/not .....cocovvvvvevininreninnn, for that sort of behaviour.

B THEN i esiussrens csrsssosoerions my watch, but no / not properly.

5 Weve got o [ NOEHIME 10 .csvoisnsssinuusianisi: the schedule now.

B LEAN cuonnimmnssnnonssnns suensns a meeting, but no / not tonight.

7 The receptionist obviously did no / not .........c.ccoevvvuneennenn. to be helpful.

B DOV corsrmmn s mensnmmms omns a lot?” ‘No / Not usually!

9 She's awothas With 70 1 HOE SERSE OL v csiwss s o s
LR R —————— I've got no / not credit cards.
NOTES

not The exact reference of not can be shown in speech by STRESS.
PETER didn'’t study medicine at Cambridge. (It was Susan.)
Peter didn’t study MEDICINE at Cambridge. (He studied biology.)

In writing, we can use a special sentence structure if necessary (see page 260).
It was not Peter who studied medicine at Cambridge, but Susan.

not all, not every We most often put not before a subject beginning with all or every.
Not all British people drink tea. (LESS COMMON: All British people don’t drink tea.)
Not every bird can fly. (LESS COMMON: Every bird cannot fly.)
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negative questions

6

construction Negative questions can be constructed in two ways.

CONTRACTED (INFORMAL) UNCONTRACTED (FORMAL, UNUSUAL)
n’t after auxiliary verb or be not after subject

Why didn’t she answer? Why did she not answer?

Hasn’t Emma phoned? Has Emma not phoned?

Aren’t they at home? Are they not at home?

We say aren't I?, not amm't1¢

‘Aren’t I next?” ‘No, Harry is. (sUT NOT Farentnext:)

Make these questions more conversational.

Why did you not phone? ..y Aidw't yow phone? i,
Who did they ot TellT e eesseesmvss imsss oo e i o s oS Saumms s

Arer PN TIOE WBLIE .. s ssinmns won sotucs i cnchation s s oo s 09 s A i s

Vit bl W ot iRty womn o R A SR
Was The DI MIOE TITETEL o voncursr smmessss i sms sy ons o oxms s on £ o5 eu s o
Doy Hot SpEA CHINBEEE ww s ssnaiwsn doessyses oo s s pumes sse o
Arewe fiot th the Heht PEIGET e o v s e s rmmmes /i Ko e 00 SR DR SO0 1

AU e W= Y

answers to negative questions Note how we use Yes and No in answers to negative questions.
The choice depends on the answer, not the question. Yes goes with or suggests an affirmative verb;
No goes with or suggests a negative verb.

‘Don’t you like it?” ‘Yes (I like it).  Aren’t you ready?’ ‘No (I'm not ready).

Add Yes or No to the answers.

‘Can’t you swim?* . Y%%....... ,Ican’
1 ‘Don’t you understand?’ “.............. , I don't!
2 LidntAnn tell 960" o mecsn , she did.
3 ‘Wasn't the post office open?” “.............. , it was!
4 ‘Hasn’t she phoned?” ‘.............. , she has’
5 ‘Didothe agreel™ L. , he didn’t’
6 ‘Isn’t this awful” S.............. , it is
7 Arentyou hungry? wcomeessss , Tam!
8 ‘Can’t you find the address?” .............. , 1 can’t!

‘Don’t you ever switch off, Jeremy?’

checking negative ideas We often use negative questions to check that something has not happened, is
not true, etc. The meaning is like ‘Is it true that ... not ... ¥

Hasn’t Mary phoned? I wonder if shes forgotten. ( = ‘Is it true that Mary hasn't phoned?’)
Can’t you come this evening?

These questions can also express surprise that something has not happened, is not happening, etc.
Haven't the tickets come yet?  Didn’t he tell you he was married?

The structure is often used in rhetorical questions — questions which don't ask for an answer
(see page 287).

Can’t you read? It says closed’.  Don’t you ever listen to what I say?

BASIC SENTENCE TYPES



Use negative questions to check the following negative ideas.

It looks as if she's not at home, .. ISt she gt howme?
It Jeidesy e sptt it EIRRIETIRETRL, scuvenmone o somvsses susrsons s oo e s A1 G 00N R I S M A SRS
5o yor haven't tead ThiS DOOET .. o uwsisscomscmmms simboinsis imssmm s srsn s s sts ass e s svis e sons sy
Do you mean. that Mapnns hasn't oot 2 wWork PEPMIER . cons e unesss s s sons suis s ionn osss ssns i s dsasans2
Perhaps Yol QU0 Ret I TINSERAOE. oo owswionionswnsm s i msmssomsn s o e S s R s syt s

I think perhaps you didn’t turn the Hghts off. .vovversresssmnsrerssmsrmrsssvarmrsssnevsssveersnares sume sxaseonssrsversre
It seems a8 ifyou catvt undetrstand Bnglish, 15218 GO AWAY, wws s sovsy oo i s e s
Is it true Yhat he didat pass bis deiving RGEE s coum s i s tus v oms sans ixn spssn o EebyEv I KRS
[ afraid youdont like EOplISh TO0H. s s vasn vmsomuss s ssssnsmamessanmss v ssssistammmes s ssssonsssanss

0 NN e W N =Y

checking positive ideas Negative questions can also check that something is true.

Didn’t you see Peter yesterday? How is he? (= ‘I believe you saw Peter ...)

Make negative questions to make sure that these things are true. Put in words from the box.
Use a dictionary if necessary.

appointment deposit insurancev” interest profit reservation washer

...................................................................................................................................
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.......................................................................................................................................

Negative questions are also common in exclamations (see page 13).

Isn’t it hot!  Doesn’t the garden look nice! ~ Wasn’t that lecture boring!

Note: polite invitations We can use Won't/ Wouldn't ...? in polite invitations.
Wor’t you come in?  Wouldn’t you like something to drink?
Why don't you ...? s also used in this way (BUT NOT Why won't you ...?). Compare:
Why don’t you join us for a drink? (= ‘Please join us ...)
Why won't you join us for a drink? (= “Why don't you want to?’)

We do not use negative questions to ask people to do things for us.
Can you help me?  You couldn’t help me, could you?
BUT NOT Can’t you help me? (This sounds like a criticism.)

BASIC SENTENCE TYPES 7



more about negatives

I don’t think etc We usually use I dor’t think + affirmative verb, not I think + negative verb.
The same is true with believe, suppose, imagine and similar verbs.

I don’t think you know Joe. (MORE USUAL THAN I think you don’t know Joe.)
I don’t believe she’s at home.
I don’t suppose you can lend me some money?

However, with hope we normally make the following verb negative.

I hope it doesn’t rain. (NoT F-don't-hope-itrains:)

For expressions like I hope so/not, I believe so/not, see page 279.

Change the sentences and choose the best words to complete them.
Use a dictionary if necessary.

» The laboratory hasn’t completed the analysis / inspection. (I / think)
Ldow't think the Laboratory has completed the analysis . e,

—
5
c
-
-
[0°]
=
=]
=1
-
=]
-
g
=54
o
B
m
=
=
aQ
-
©»
=,
-
Nal
c
=-
m
)
=
=2
o
~
~
=
o
o
S
5
w®
—_—
=
o
~
o
o
-
)
=
<
o

.......................................................................................................................................
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
.......................................................................................................................................

There is a similar use of not and other negative words with seem, expect and want before an infinitive.

He doesn’t seem to like you. (LESS FORMAL THAN He seems not to like you.)
I don’t expect to be back before Monday. (LEss FORMAL THAN I expect not ...)
I never want to see you again. (MORE NATURAL THAN I want never to see ...)

Change the sentences.

» He’s probably not from around here. (He doesn’t seem ...)
He doesn't seem. to be from arownd here.

1 Idon't think she’s ready. (She doesn’t seem)

.......................................................................................................................................

8 BASIC SENTENCE TYPES



6 He is determined not to get married. (He never wants ...)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................

10 Idon’t think the heating is working. (... seem ...)

not ... or When not refers to two or more verbs, nouns, adjectives etc, we usually join them with or.

He doesn’t smoke or drink. (No1T Hedoesit-smokenor-drink:)
She wasn’t angry or upset.
It’s not on the table or in the cupboard.

However, we can use nor after a pause, to separate and emphasise a second idea.

Our main need is not food, nor money. It is education.
She didn’t phone on Tuesday, nor on Wednesday.

Note that neither cannot be used in this way.

For neither ... nor, see page 203.

Write about two things that you don’t do (or like or want).
» _don't sing or play an tnstrument,

.......................................................................................................................................

NOTES

not ... because Negative sentences with because-clauses can often be understood in two ways.
I didn’t sing because Pat was there. (= ‘I didn't sing’ or ‘T sang, but for another reason’)

The confusion can be avoided by reorganising the sentence.
Because Pat was there, I didn’t sing. OR I sang, but not because Pat was there.

extra not In informal speech, expressions like I don’t think or I don't suppose are often added after
a negative statement. This makes no difference to the meaning of the statement.

She hasn't got much chance of passing her driving test, I don’t think.

We won't be home before midnight, I don’t suppose.
Also in informal speech, a negative verb (without a negative meaning) is sometimes used after
expressions of doubt or uncertainty.

I shouldn't be surprised if they didn’t get married soon. (= "... if they got married”)

I wonder whether I oughtn’t to see the doctor. (= ... whether I ought ...")

ain’t The word ain't is very common in many English dialects (but is not used in modern standard English). It means
‘am/are/is not’ or ‘have/has not.
We ain’t ready yet. Iain’t got a clue what she wants.

We use nor and neither rather than also not. Note the word order.
The chief engineer was not in the building, and nor was his assistant.
(NOT ... and-hisassistant-wasalsonot:;)

1 didn’t think much of the game.” ‘Neither did 1.

For negative subjunctives (e.g. It is important that she not be disturbed), see page 224,
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imperatives

structure and meaning Imperatives look the same as infinitives without fo. We use imperatives
to tell people what to do, advise them, encourage them etc.

Get some butter while youre out.  Look again.  Have another cup.
Negative imperatives begin with do not / don’t. (Note: these can be used before be.)

Please do not park in front of this garage. ~ Down’t listen to him.
Don’t be afraid.

Always and never come before imperatives.

Always check your change. (NoT €heck-alwaysyour-change:)

Never start something you can’t finish.

Choose the best way of completing each sentence (in your opinion), or write ‘It depends"
Always / Never say ‘Yes' if you don’t understand. ................cceeninin.

Always / Never read the small print on a contract. ........cccceeuiininninnnne.

Always / Never do today what you could put off till tomorrow. ................coooeiiiii.

Always{ Never keep cheese I the fklge. .. ccosmsmnsmmmsmmimsnssns

Alvways | Never wear 3 hiat at mealtmes, ..o avssesiisens

Always [ Dever expeet the best from people: .. vuvvsmsrsmmssmnrarss

Always / Never think twice before you buy something you want. ............................

=B e

Always / Never trust your first impressions of people. .............ccooeiininnin.

Write a piece of advice for people, beginning Always or Never.

Emphatic imperatives begin with do (this can be used before be).

Do stop shouting! Do come in and sit down. Do be careful.

What might somebody say in the following situations? Make sentences beginning Do,
using the words and expressions in the box.

be back by midnight be careful come again have some more coffee let me help
shutup usemycar usemyphone/

» Somebody needs to contact her mother.
B

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

‘Do come out, Rover,
Susan won'’t bite.’
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imperatives with subjects If it is necessary to make it clear who is meant or who we are speaking to,
an imperative can have a subject (usually you or an indefinite pronoun).

John, you take the car, and Mary, you take the children on the bus.
Somebody answer the phone, please, I've got my hands full.

Note the position of subjects in negative imperatives.
Dor’t you come in here or I'll call the police. (NoT Youdon't-come ...)
Dor’t anybody say a word. (NOT Anybody-dortsay ...)

A subject can also be used to make an order, invitation etc more emphatic.
You take your hands off me!  You just sit down and relax for a bit.
We don’t put subjects in emphatic imperatives.

You come here. or Do come here. BUT NOT Po-yottcometere:

imperative + and/or An imperative followed by and or or can have a conditional meaning,
like an if-clause.

Come in here and I'll call the police. (= ‘If you come in here, I'll call the police.)
Walk down our street any day and you'll see kids playing.
Stop singing or I'll scream. (= ‘If you don’t stop singing, I'll scream.)

() Correct (v) or not (X)? .
1 Say always what you think. ... ﬁgﬁv s f_q_' |
2 Do be careful when you're driving. ... I el Jec. L( S Ml——
3 Open somebody the door, please. ... T \"\
4 Don't you talk to me like that. ... E ﬂ T W:::::‘: f/
5 Do you be quiet. ... ”f ]H r I|
6 Don't anybody interrupt, please. . | _‘\: & | [j
7 Buy me a drink and I'll tell you my life story. ... . ﬁ;( : <>;;::{ .
8 Never drink and drive. ... <= ‘?Cz:“ — 7\/;&1“
9 Answer you the door, John, can you? ... T ’
10 Don't never interrupt Andy when he’s working. ... ‘No, no, always land buttered side down!’

) Here are some old instructions for using a mobile phone (called a‘universal communicator’
by the manufacturers!). Put in the missing words from the box.

hold down press press receive select slide type

the on/off button. To turn the communicator
the on/off button for two seconds. To put the communicator

the on-off button once. To open communication with another
the number

an incoming call from another communicator, tap anywhere on the screen once.

‘Always aim at complete ‘Never underestimate the ‘Always do right. This will
harmony of word and deed.’ power of human stupidity.’ pl::asc_: iotrtr;e pe?‘fle and
(Mahatma Gandhi) (Robert A Heinlein) astomish the rest.
(Mark Twain)

‘Never, never, never give up. ‘Never bend your head. Always ‘Never follow the crowd.’
(Winston Churchill) hold it high. Always look the (Bernard Baruch)

world straight in the eye.’

(Helen Keller)

BASIC SENTENCE TYPES 11



let’s; let me etc

structure and meaning We can use let’s (or let us — very formal) + infinitive without to to make
suggestions or give orders to a group that includes the speaker (like a kind of imperative).

Let’s play poker.  Let’s go out this evening.  Let’s be quiet and listen to Carl.
The normal negative is Let’s not ... .

Let’s not spend too much on the holiday.

Don't lets ... is informal; Let us not and Do not let us are very formal.

Look, dor’t let’s get upset, OK?  Let us not forget those who came before us.

question tag The usual question tag (see pages 284-285) for let’s is shall we?
‘Let’s have a party, shall we?” Yes, let’s.

Let me ... When we say what we are going to do, we can soften the announcement, and make it
more polite, with Let me.... .

This doesn'’t taste very nice. Let me try adding some sugar.
I'm sorry that wasn'’t clear. Let me put it another way.

Two very common expressions for gaining time are Lef me see ... and Let me think ....

So how many potatoes should I cook? Let me see. Suppose each person eats two ...
When are we going to have Granny round? Let me think - Tuesday’s no good ...

Let’s see is common with a similar meaning.

What shall we have for supper? Let’s see. There’s some left-over chicken. Or I could cook up some pasta.
Or we could phone for an Indian ...

Put in /et’s or let me with words from the box.

have go invite see take tell think worry |

L. ot iy otie s A s A a game of tennis.

D i i A S R SR the boss what we think of him.

B AAESHNEE s s vevimmssine - I'm free from 10.00 onwards.

e e (0] R about the price - I want to buy it.

B svnnaomianon s s S AR out for a pizza, shall we?

I E L O Josie — she’s so boring.

7 “What would you like tado on-your birthday?® ".....ccciicinames s for a minute’
B e o M0 e enes soat cuvisiaes innis the bus - I'd rather walk.

Correct (V) or not (X)? ad & &}& ‘5\"/\‘“
: . g M A
Not let’s start arguing. ... {5‘{)\% /Eﬁl :f§§ A N

Let’s have a game of snooker, will we? ... N >

‘ . : ) \ . « ’ o
Let me try to explain. ... Spring is nature’s way of saying, “Let’s party!”.

DU e W N

Let us be silent for a moment. ... (Rotin William;) <@ Bk ;%iﬂ;i»
Let’s don't forget to phone Annie. ... & j&@\\ffﬁ“‘i "R i
Who can we invite? Let’s see. ... ) & =B

Note: Lef him ... etc A structure with a third-person noun or pronoun is also possible.
“The kid says he doesn’t like the fish. “That’s his problem. Let him starve. (informal)
Let our enemies be under no illusions: we can and will defend ourselves. (formal)
Note also the structure with there.
And God said: ‘Let there be light”.
Let there be no doubt in your minds about our intentions.
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exclamations: revise the basics

How ...I'and What ...I: word order Note the word order in these exclamations.
The complete expression with How ... or What ... goes before a subject and verb (if any).

How difficult this is! (Not How thistsdifficuit!)

How convincingly he argues! (Nor How-hearguesconvineinghy!)
What a lot of nonsense Andy talks!

We don't drop articles after What.
What a brilliant idea ! (NoT What-brilltanttdeal)

Change the sentences into exclamations with How or What.
» These grapes are sweet.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

v
[72]
=
@
=
[¢]
o
~
%
e
C
<
(LB

g
=
=
L
[——
[4']
=

=

..................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.......................................................................................................................................

We can use negative questions (see page 6) as exclamations.
Isn’t she sweet!  Doesn’t he look happy! ~ Wasn’t it strange!

Change the sentences from Exercise 1 into exclamations with negative questions.
» | Arew't these grapes sweet!

.....................................................................................................................................
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more practice

Five of sentences 1-10 are quite formal, and would be uncommon or unnatural
in conversation. The others are normal. Write ‘F' or‘N.
I want never to see you again. ¥

What do they want? N

The dog seems not to like you. ...

I don’t believe him. ...

I think you haven't met my sister. ...

Let us consider what we are to do next. ...

Are you ready? ...

Why did you not wait for me? ...

I don’t suppose you're hungry. ...

From where do you come? ...

Do come in. ..

I don’t eat meat or fish. ...

Rolie RS B e R T R A

—
=]

r

Seven of sentences 1-12 are wrong. Correct the mistakes or write ‘Correct’.
Where you put the newspaper? .. 4L%. Yow put

Never tell her she's wrong, ..Go¥¥eet .................

L snt B R VRL. o s v s

Do be quiet, ChIlITEH] . co comcns sums o ommn o amus wume

Why von ate asking e? s cessmes vuss vess suss snss cnse cansns

Your wait biere for o ORMIIE. o o s s o s s s s
WhEsevoitye heen all fA0E ..ooemaommmaensmeses

Why do not these lights Work? ........cccovvvviniiniinncnninnnn.

What beauitifill eves shes gotl vemsmvisresismmpansimvensrens

Aniswer sotnebocdy the photie, PIEARE. .o -sus.smm sssm smus soss soms saws sams an
Ldon thope L rain. s s

Dty elises ikl oammmmeinsummisrssm

11 ‘Don’t you want some coffee?” ‘No, 1do. ......ovvvieiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnnns
12 1aon sinoke Nardrink v

o0 NN WY~ Y Y

p—
[=]

Which speaker wants to leave?

Speaker 1: Would it be better for me to leave now?
Speaker 2: Wouldn't it be better for me to leave now?

Choose the correct forms of the cartoon captions.

‘“You have [ Have you a go in ours, ‘What [ How romantic! Breakfast in bed!’
and we’ll have a go in yours, okay?’
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© Can you complete these typical children’s questions, using words from the boxes?

And can you answer any of them? (Parents usually can't.)

blue built different eachotherv flyingfish Grand Canyon how round
stars are there they make what

O S0 N1 Y U e W~ Y

-
<

.........................................................................

WY ETETY ANIMIAL .owres monanrssamenes smomssmmesssrmasmnasss expsssnsmenssinasnmmmsssmnssson
RSN e vt smcunanes wesm s oo i o S T A A G R BT VRN VLI

WY YRS BATEH. oo s sinions s sns o cosn sieis sEmamms sas s sHioss $06) wass 0Bt anai

IR RO BACTE' oo o ks s S S A A

TUCTE CLBETS cimiin it i ot i o B o

HETIETERR oo visi i aie 0 e o A s Y O RN S S LR SR g

Yk Bl ek BIIEH s o e somr s meuns B SR AR SR
iy e BUTEL T OWEL: o oo T50iens it S oms uRms o4 ot Eo s i S ST oA
T MUY s o o 5 A S S B

BN v e i e e R R

come from frogseat God makeyoucry tails time what
when youdie whoinvented why water

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Why CULENE ONIONS ©evssmes susnsussuus vammas vacs sommsns o sawses s o s § 008 s svs sess
S e e P
L N
TR i i v S N K A R R B

Use a search engine to find out which expression is more common

in each of the following pairs.

= W =

A “seems not to be” B “does not seem to be”
A “seems not to have” B “does not seem to have”
A “Is it not beautiful?” B “Isr’t it beautiful?”

A “Thope not” B “Idon’t hope so”

BASIC SENTENCE TYPES
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Section 2 be, have and do

These three verbs live a double life. They can be auxiliary verbs used to form questions, negatives, emphatic
forms, perfect and progressive tenses and passives. They can also be ordinary full verbs. For this reason, each
of them can appear twice in a single phrase.

I am being served. ~ Have you had an invitation? ~ What do you do?

Some of the basic uses can benefit from revision even at this level, and are covered in the following pages,
along with other more advanced points.

be: progressive forms; do be

progressives We use am being, are being etc for actions and behaviour, but not feelings. Compare:

e You're being stupid. (= “You're doing stupid things.)
I was being careful. (= ‘T was doing something carefully’)
e I'm depressed just now. (NOT Frr-being-depressedjtstrow:)
She was very cheerful yesterday. (NoT She-wasbeing ...)

6 Put in the best form of be.

LTI DAL s v s s s s s o v o very good today.

B L 00 O A S I LD a bit lonely these days.

I JOBT i sinven sime i s difficult about money again - its a real problem.

O AN R S ———— absolutely impossible this morning.
5 IdontEnowwhy I weessemsmiemssasimmessonsis so tired this week.

R (o T very careless with those glasses.

7 Ldidntreally mean what I Said. I c.oconmmimsnsssinssnscimsninss silly.

B BHE s excited about her birthday - it’s sweet.

Note: do(n’t) be Do can be used with be in negative and emphatic imperatives (see page 10).
Don’t be sad. Do be careful.

For progressive be in passive structures (e.g. I'm being served), see pages 78 and 297.

‘To be is to do! ‘Todois to be.’ ‘Dobedobededo.
(Socrates) (Jean-Paul Sartre) (Frank Sinatra)

‘The dog’s being impossible again.’
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there is: revise the basics

THE MOST COMMON STRUCTURES WITH THERE + BE

there isfare  there was/were  there will/won’t be
there is/are going to be  there has/have been  there had been

Questions: is there, are there etc
Contraction: theres (often pronounced /097/, like the beginning of the zoo)

Check your knowledge. Put in the correct form of there is (not).

» Tnerewillwotbe . (or There won't be ) a meeting tomorrow.
» How many Prime Ministers have there beew, . since 19507
1, pavasmmeniains e no Europeans in Australia in 1700.
2 ssssscrosvasvess e any messages for me while I was out?
3 'This has been.a telatively muild Witiber, v s sasaser i sssonsanismris no snow at all.
e IO BOOERY: oo ks anything to eat in the house?
5 Tgntbeack boms to fiod that ccanssmsmmanpsi a burglary.
6 I Aont Nk « s s any reason to get upset.
7 SOITY — snssessimmsisnsmmsosnsisnssuisonss any more decaf.
8 Dr McPhersonisill, SO .ovviviiviiiiiiiiiiiiniinneennss a lecture tomorrow.
L BOIOE buevmsmsims i s s e an enormous row when
your father gets home.
10 WY ccnsaammsscsssmsmsmssmes so many strikes this year?

Complete the sentences with your own ideas.

I 2O A T e R TN o e S B A s
aco ol L S —

Thisre have TEVET BT «aueousuunsnims s tim s s oS v S ARy s s G

Iext year There: s seeem s prHmen s oo -oumsmms S0 s Has a1

In 100 vears: Perhaps TREEE s wsasos o s i ssssssss i Aoy S R i

o Wb

there is and it is There is introduces something new. It is usually refers to something that we
have already talked about, or that people already know about.

“There’s a taxi outside.” ‘It’s for me. (NOT Hsataxiontside:)

Put in there’s or it’s.

| SRS, a new student in the class.
D e R T ice on the lake.
3 “Whats that smell?” “nvnsiesnns Pete’s aftershave!
- T " ey @ el E e A just the wind!
5 "Whose Is thul cost? *ocimimvvaimsinsm mine!
6 Would you like some of this coffee? .........ccocovvviiniiinnnn still hot.
R —— a bus stop just round the corner.
8 I'vegotanewcar ......oceovviniiiininnnnns pretty fast.
TSNP —— a problem with the cooker.
10 s a message for you at the reception desk.

BE, HAVE AND DO
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there is: more complex structures

with seem/appear
with modal verbs

with certain/sure/likely
with any/no need/sense/point/use

with something/anything/etc + wrong
in question tags

There seems to be a hold-up.

There may be a job for you.

There can't be two people with that name.
Theres certain to be an inquiry.

Are there likely to be more strikes?

Is there any point in talking to him?
There’s no need to shout.

Is there something wrong?

There won't be a test, will there?

infinitive We want there to be a referendum.

Id like there to be more time to think.
-ing form Whats the chance of there being an agreement?
with auxiliary be There were some people singing in the street.

(= ‘Some people were singing ...")

Complete the sentences as shown.

> Therevaa be e, a change of government. (may)

> Tdomtwant theretobe e, any trouble. (infinitive)

L i s S e R R e e R a restaurant open somewhere. (must)

5 QY T — a problem with the electricity. (seem)

q Tk v TG aoorsnmnnm s o v 5o s mes e e i TR e (wrong)

I e A b e T in making a fuss now - it’s too late. (point)

5 IveEven Up Hope ol . wuvnravmivivesismsmsmmyemivirs s i nmr o s an improvement in the
situation. (-ing form)

6 Do think. . o o oo v smns v s s any more customers tonight, or can
we close the shop? (likely)

7 Dot drive SO fast. «.euneeinii e a speed camera ahead. (could)

B e R A R R enough food for everybody,
................................................................. (will; question tag)

B Nl TTHGB i s s o 10 s s S R N B 95 plenty of time for discussion. (infinitive)

L e e e e e R e e too many people talking at yesterday’s meeting, and

not enough listening. (auxiliary be)

Put the letters of the boxed expressions into the texts.
(Some expressions are needed more than once.)

A there being (twice) B there has never been (twice) C there may have been (three times)
D there might be (twice) E there will be (once) F will there be (once)

1

... a time when you could tell what
part of the island someone came from
by the way they talked, but youd be
hard-pressed to do it now.

4 5 6
In the words of the Bhagavad Gita: What is the current thinking about
... atime when you and I have not ... more than one Universe?

SR e I've been reading about how black holes
cease to exist.

... a time when people got married
at 13 and had a child by age 16, but
that was when the average life span
was something like 35.

... a worse time to spend money on a
holiday abroad. The pound has gone
through the floor, and you may not
have a job when you come back.

You are also right about ... more
than two sides to the story: his
side, her side, and the truth.

8 9 10
Why do scientists believe One day ... more people
that ... water on the from India or from China
moon? The latest research on the Internet than the
seems to show rest of the world.

Z What are some of the
signs that ... problems in
your electrical system?
Some older houses

Some experts believe ...
as many as four ice ages.
Geological evidence from
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have: revise the basics

progressive When have is used to talk about actions (e.g. have dinner) and experiences
(e.g. have problems), progressive forms are often possible.

‘Where’s Sue?” ‘She’s having a shower! I'm having difficulty understanding this.

With auxiliary uses and most other meanings of have (e.g. possession, relationships, suffering
from illnesses), progressive forms are not possible.

Have you seen Steve? (NOT Are-you-havingseen-Steve?)
Have you got my scissors? (NOT Are-yotrtraving my-scissors?)
Maurice has flu. (NoT Manricetshavingfhr)

Correct (v) or not (X)?

1 She phoned while we were having lunch. ... 5 Are you having a table for two? ...
2 My sister’s having a bad cold. ... 6 I'm having a bad headache. ...

3 I'm having trouble with my computer. ... 7 We're having a party tonight. ...

4 Are you having any money on you? ...

got-forms and do-forms In modern British English, shorter present-tense forms of have
(e.g. I have, have you, she has) are often avoided, especially in informal speech. Instead, we use
longer forms made with do or got.

I’ve got tickets for tomorrow. (More natural in BrE than I have tickets for tomorrow.)
Do you have a headache? or Have you got a headache? (More natural than Have you a headache?)

Got adds nothing to the meaning: I have got is present, and simply means ‘T have:

got-forms not used Got-forms are not common in the past, and got is not normally used in
infinitives or -ing forms, in short answers or question tags.

I had a bad cold last week. (NoT Hrad-got-abuad-cotd ...)
‘Have you got any money?”  ‘No, I haven’t. (NoT ‘No;FHhavertgot?)

Got-forms are not used with auxiliary have, or in expressions like have dinner, have a shower.
And got-forms are not used to talk about repeated or habitual actions.

I dor’t often have colds. (NOT FHhaverrtoftengotcotds:)

Could the verbs be changed to got-forms?
Do you have a cold? ..Y¢5.......
Let’s have a party. ..NO.......

I like having friends round. ...............

We often had money problems. ...............
Have you a moment? ...............

Id like to have more time. ...............

I'll have the answer tomorrow. ...............

I don't have your address. ...............
She never has doubts. ...............
Do yonr have a:car? cssemssinsss

W o - Vv Vv
e 1 N U

British and American usage In AmE, shorter affirmative present-tense forms are common in speech.
We have tickets for tomorrow. I have a headache.

In very informal AmE, I've got often becomes I got, and got- and do-forms may be mixed.

1(‘ve) got a new apartment. ‘You do?’

For structures like have something done, see page 120. For have to, see page 63.

BE, HAVE AND DO
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do: emphasis

emotive emphasis We can use do with affirmative verbs to show that we feel strongly about
what we are saying.

That cake does look good! I did enjoy the concert.

é Complete the sentences with words and expressions from the box; make them
more emphatic by using do/does/did.

cold depressed for not phoning istherightway long hours nonsense v’
the way she looks at you the weekend in Scotland  to talk to somebody
you're mistaken your new shoes

.....................................................................................................................

DR INCEENENT. i s mannsinsinion e s o B G S W S A PR RS R S s W et
B/ O O O O N L —
LAPOLORINDE covunmmsornsomiss fonvins s b A A S R S S NS SRR A SN 10 T S s LS A
SR TORKEEL cuawomems eme s amm s, om e ams e s £ 55 o RN SRR U R LSS TV KRN e BT

Iwonidersif This: s vennmevemmes vemesmresm i o s s o s s e S S S S s S S TR S S SR TS

oo N e R~ Y
5
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Q
=
~

—
S

contrastive emphasis. Do can show a contrast - between false and true, appearance and reality,
or a general statement and an exception.

You think I don’t care, but I do care.
It looks simple, but it does take a long time to prepare.
We didn’t have much time to spare, but I did visit the cathedral.

We can also use do to compare expectations with reality.
I said I would get to the top, and I did get to the top.

é Join the beginnings and ends and write the sentences, adding the idea of contrast
by using do/does/did.

BEGINNINGS ENDS
» Tve forgotten her address, Mind you, it uses a lot of petrol.
1 “You don’t understand me. She said 10.15, didn’t she ?
2 Imay not be good at sport, ‘T understand you’
3 T'll come round this evening, » but I remember she lives near the park.
4 T'm not sure he speaks English, but I have to get back home early.
5 1It's a nice car to drive. She goes to jazz concerts sometimes.
6 1do all the housework, and he had a tooth that needed filling.
7 Although he didn’t send me a card, but Peter helps with the cooking.
8 She doesn't like most music. he phoned.
9 TItold him to see the dentist, but he speaks some French.
10  Shes not on this train. but I enjoy football.
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) Put together words and expressions from the box to make sentences like the one
in the example, using do/does/did.

Shakespeare v make films v write plays v sell beer Italians lend money fight against England
In England fight against China eat potatoes banks eatmice speakltalian speak Japanese
cats rainalot snowalot Napoleon

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

These are extracts from three real letters. Complete them with the
expressions from the box. Use a dictionary if necessary.

We do appreciate We doin fact take good care  We do hope

Dear ...
Society has benefited from the tax rebate

For the past seven years the
= . unately the covenant has

on your covenanted subscription, but unfort

i R R T you will renew it.
now expired. T....oooooreirinnenennen

Thank you for your letter of 14th November. | am extremely sorry that you have
been troubled and | entirely agree that writing to you was discourteous and a
bad use of our funds.

2 s v e R S S S to ensure that this does not happen and | am
making enquiries as to why we slipped up in your case.

B TR TR R T TR R R TR R T TR R TP E PR T PP TR RTE PR EPARTTRTPARPAPPRRLRIRE

I bt ;
am writing to thank you for your gift of £200.00 by banker’s standing order
under your covenant, received on sth October 2010

B e L o S e e A RS,
. .

For more about emphasis, see pages 260-261. For do as a substitute verb (e.g. ‘Give him my love. ‘I will do’) and do so, see pages 276-277.
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Section 3 present and future

present tenses

English has two ‘present’ tenses. The simple present (I play, I work etc) is used especially to talk
about regular or permanent activities and situations. The present progressive (also called ‘present
continuous’) is used especially to talk about things that are going on around the moment of speaking.
For details, see pages 23-29.

Note that in academic grammars, a distinction is made between ‘tense’ (present or past) and ‘aspect’

(for example progressive). Tense shows time; progressive aspect typically shows whether an event is seen
as ongoing or completed at a particular time. In more practical grammars such as this, it is common to
use the term ‘tense’ in both cases.

talking about the future

There are several ways to talk about the future in English (see pages 30-37). Three common structures

are the will-future, be going to and the present progressive. The differences between these are complicated
(and not generally very important). The explanations on pages 30-33 give some guidelines, but it is

not possible to give simple precise rules for the use of these structures — often we can use two or three
different forms to express the same idea.

Youw’ll

love
these
shoes

Puts the fun back into driving

————

... will revolutionise your listening e
the latest TV technology
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present tenses: revise the basics

SIMPLE PRESENT

PRESENT PROGRESSIVE

+ | I/you/we/they work  he/she/it works

I am, you are etc working

? | do I/you/we/they work?  does he/she/it work?

am I, are you etc working?

- | I/you/we/they do not work  he/she/it does not work

I am not, you are not etc working

o things that are always true
o things that happen all the time,
repeatedly, often, sometimes, never etc.

You live in Brighton, don’t you?

No thanks. I don’t drink coffee.

The Danube runs into the Black Sea
Oliver works for a bank.

What do giraffes eat?

I play tennis every Wednesday.

The sun rises in the east.

o things that are happening now
o things that are happening around now
o things that are changing

My parents are living with me just now.
Look - Peter’s drinking your coffee.

Why is that child running away?
Harry’s not working at the moment.

I'm trying to eat more vegetables.

She’s not playing much tennis these days.
Interest rates are rising again.

Match the beginnings and ends.

What do you write? C,
What are you writing? F,,
What do you do? ...

What are you doing? ...
Where do you work? ...
Where are you working? ...

O o N1 ke W~ Y Y

Who drinks champagne? ...

-
o

Does your son play the violin? ...
Is your son playing the violin? ...
What language does she speak? ...
What language is she speaking? ...

Who’s drinking champagne? ...

ERTFDoOTMEOOR >

Actually, that's the radio.
French - she’s from Switzerland.
Computer manuals.

I need to get this car started.
I'm an architect.

A letter to my mother.

I’'m in Cardiff this week.

In a big insurance company.
It sounds like Russian.

Me - can I have some more?
Me, when I can afford it.
No, the piano.

non-progressive verbs Remember: some verbs are mostly used in simple tenses even if we mean

‘just now’ (see pages 28-29).
I like your dress. (NOT Frmitking yourdress:)

What do they mean? (Not Whutaretheymeaning?)

Choose the correct verb forms.

I think / am thinking we're going to be late.
Look — it snows / it’s snowing.
Do you look / Are you looking for the bus station?

What do you want / are you wanting?
[ hate / am hating this programme.

o 0N Y e W N

Who do you look / are you looking at?

p—
=]

I don’t understand / am not understanding this application form at all.
Do you know / Are you knowing whether they take dollars here?

Why do you drive / are you driving on the wrong side of the road?

I don’t remember / am not remembering why I came into the kitchen.
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instructions, commentaries, stories

Present tenses are common in instructions, commentaries and stories. The simple present is used for
things that happen one after another, and the present progressive for longer background situations.
(This is exactly like the way the simple past and past progressive are used together — see page 41.)

‘How do I get to the police station?’ “You go straight on for half a mile, then you come to a garage.

You take the next left, then as you’re coming up to a railway bridge, look out for a sign on the right’

I put some butter in a frying pan. While the butter is melting, I break three eggs into a bowl and beat them ...
Chekhov shoots, Burns punches it away, and it’s a corner. Meanwhile Fernandez is warming up, ready

to replace ...

So he’s just having breakfast when the doorbell rings. He opens the door and sees this beautiful woman
outside. She’s wearing ...

Note the use of the present progressive for slower-moving commentaries.

The Oxford boat is moving further and further ahead. And what’s happening now? Cambridge are getting
very low in the water. Are they sinking? ...

Put in simple present or present progressive verbs.

1 While tThe TEAE < oss sss ses swsss s sss ssub s S — the potatoes and
..................................... them in cold water. (roast, peel, put)

A T ET o SR Miller AelBEEatelY . wasommsmmnmmess s e the ball away
with his hand. But the referee ......ooveueiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns (shoot, knock, not look)

= Q0 1 into the bar. And there’s his girlfriend.
BHE comnumiminonsipmmse to a good-looking guy with a beard. So he
..................................... o themmanid o HIl (ualk; tullc pop, say)

Explain how you boil an egg or start to drive a car. Begin ‘First| ...

...........................................................................................................................................

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Write instructions to tell somebody how to get from one place to another (for example,
from the nearest station to your home). Begin ‘You ...

...........................................................................................................................................
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more about present tenses

repeated actions Repeated actions just around the moment of speaking: present progressive.
Other repeated actions: simple present.

Why is he hitting the dog?  Jake’s seeing a lot of Felicity these days.
I go to the mountains about twice a year. ~ Water boils at 100° Celsius.

Write about two or three things that you're doing a lot just around now; and some other
things that you do from time to time.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

...........................................................................................................................................

changes We use the present progressive for changing and developing situations, even if these are
not just around the moment of speaking.

The political situation is getting worse.  Children are growing up faster.
Scientists say the universe is expanding, and has been since the beginning of time.

Write some sentences about some things that are changing (for example, some of the
things in the box).

cities computers education theeconomic situation transport travel
TV programmes  your English

...........................................................................................................................................
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
...........................................................................................................................................

not around the moment of speaking The simple present and present progressive can be used together
even when we are talking about things going on around other moments, not the moment of speaking.
This is common with when (meaning ‘whenever’).

You look lovely when you’re smiling.
When the post comes I'm usually having breakfast.

Put in the correct forms.

1 T hate it People s n sy HEWHEH | wrnvimneimarusrrsmnin
(interrupt, work)

2 gome of tiy et ideigirhile I soesmmnsmmemrosenn in the
country. (get, walk)

B W Iem AR s monsvasssmssmns somesmms s AbOUESEIEEhIORE BHR oonmsummissamsssmmss funny
grunting noises. (think, make)

4 OF ROBSE s exswmrsnmssemusamesssms s really cold wheti the winid cwcsomsusssssmrmossmmesses

from the east. (get, blow)
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more about present tenses (continued)

progressive with always We can use a progressive form with always and similar words to talk about
repeated but unpredictable or unplanned events.

She’s always turning up with little presents for the children.
I'm always running into Joanna in the supermarket.

The structure is often used to make complaints and criticisms.

This computer’s continually crashing at the most inconvenient moments.
She’s forever taking days off because of one little illness or another.
This government is always thinking of new ways to take your money.

Write a sentence about somebody you know who is always doing something annoying.

NOTES

I hear/see; it says We often use I hear or [ see in the sense of ‘T have heard/seen’ to introduce pieces of information.
I hear Karen’s getting married. I see they're closing High Street again.

Note also the similar use of It says.
It says in the paper there’s a rail strike tomorrow.
Where does it say that I need a visa?

here comes; there goes We use the simple present in these two expressions.
Here comes the postman.  This wind! There goes my hat!

performatives Sometimes we do something by saying something.

Verbs used like this are called performatives: they are normally simple present.
Iwon't do it again — I promise. 1 hereby declare you man and wife.
Iswear to tell the truth. I name this ship ‘Spirit of Adventure’

informal progressives Progressives can sometimes make statements sound more friendly and
informal (see page 291). Compare:

We look forward to further discussions in due course.

I'm really looking forward to our week with you and the kids in July.

duration Remember that we use a present perfect, not a present tense, to say how long things have
continued up to the present.

Ive been waiting since six oclock. (NOT Frwattingsince ...)

‘He’s swearing in full sentences now.’
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Choose the best verb forms.

Prison death rates rise /@re risingalarmingly

GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE ! calls /
is calling for an investigation into the

number of people who 2 now die / are now
dying from natural causes inside the prison
system. It ' appears / is appearing that because
of poor healthcare and a sedentary lifestyle,
more and more prisoners * die / are dying
prematurely. The increase is not due to a rise
in the prison population or an increase in the
age of inmates.

A recent report ° finds / is finding that the
average age of male prisoners who °© die / are
dying from natural causes is 56; the average
for women is 47. In the general British
population, the average age of death

‘Things look [ are looking bad.’

for men is 78 and for women 81. Death rates
are thought to be higher in prison because
prisoners 7 take / are taking less exercise

and ® eat / are eating less well than most of
the population. They ? also suffer / are also
suffering higher levels of stress, and some

10 receive / are receiving substandard healthcare.
Although the government ! currently invests /
is currently investing substantial funds in order
to improve prisoner welfare, the focus is on
reducing levels of suicide and self-harm, and
the expenditure ' has / is having little or no

. effect on the more general problem of rising

death rates. m

Choose the correct verb forms for the cartoon captions.

‘I sell / I'm selling this for a friend.’
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non-progressive verbs

Some verbs are rarely or never used in progressive forms, even if we are talking about what is
happening at a particular moment.

I don’t like her hairstyle. (NoT Pmrot-liking-her-hairstyle:)
I called because I need to talk. (NOT ... becatise P'rmneeding totatk:)

Many of these verbs refer to states rather than actions. Here is a list of the most common ones.

mental and emotional states; use of the senses

assume, believe, doubt, feel (= ‘have an opinior’), hate, hear, imagine (= ‘suppose’), know, (dis)like, love,
prefer, realise, recognise, regret, remember, see, smell, suppose, taste, think (= ‘have an opinion’),
understand, want, wish.

Tlove you. Tdon’t believe you. (Nnotr - Frmioving yorr—TFmnot-believing you)
I doubt if the train will be on time. ~ Who do you think will win?

I feel it’s time for a break.

communicating, causing reactions

(dis)agree, appear, astonish, deny, impress, mean, please, promise, satisfy, seem, surprise.
What do you mean?  We seem to have a problem.  Your attitude surprises me.
other state verbs

be, belong, concern, consist, cost, depend, deserve, fit, have (= ‘possess’), include, involve, lack, matter,
measure (= ‘have length etc’), need, owe, own, possess, resemble, weigh (= ‘have weight’).

Who does this car belong to? I need help.  T'm late’ ‘It doesn’t matter’

Choose the best verbs from the boxes to complete the sentences.

consist contain depend imagine include lack notdeserve own

1 '‘CavyoudomeaBavetr? I oememmmmmsem .

2 THIS (A8 civimmmmunnnsssiais of 50% sugar, 10% fruit, and a lot of other stuff.
3 Ifthat cake ..ccoiecimmiimsosscone sans nuts, I can'’t eat it.

4 Im too good oyon You «sussvssemimmnsss me.

5 The soups nice, but it .........coooeiiiiiiinin. salt.

LRI E e G T R —— that dog.

7 Noneedtotip—thebill .....cooeviviniiiiiinn.n. 15% service

I [PRETR—— youd like a rest soon

appear concern deny impress matter mean owe recognise

9 ‘Don’t we know that man?’ ‘Maybe. I don't .......ccoververnrernnvenss him.
10 Do you know what ‘incomprehensible’ .............ccccvvunennnee. ?
11 We're going to be late, but I don’t think it ...............cccoeeiiniis much.
12 Tl payyorrwhat I ..concosasss s you tomorrow, if that’s OK.
13 ‘How much money is the company making?” “That doesn't ..........cocviniinininnnn you.
i TS v tonsasussmmmsnsene to be a problem with the train.
15 The police are questioning three men about the attack, but they ....................l everything.
15 Tvegotmyown helicopter "Y1 domE . s s s s s me’
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progressive and non-progressive uses Some of these verbs may occasionally be used in progressive
forms, especially to emphasise the idea of change, development or novelty.

As I get older, 'm remembering less and less. I didn’t expect to like this place, but I'm really loving it.
Some others are used in progressive forms with particular meanings. Compare:

What do you think of her singing? ~ What are you thinking about?
I weigh too much these days. I got a shock when I was weighing myself this morning.

Look (meaning ‘seem’) can often be progressive or not, with little difference.
You look / You're looking a bit tired today.

Smell and taste can be progressive when we are talking about the deliberate use of the senses to find
something out. Compare:

o This meat smells funny. I (can) smell smoke
‘What are you doing?” ‘I’'m smelling the fish to see if its OK.

e The soup tastes wonderful. I think I (can) taste garlic in it.
‘Leave that cake alone!” T'm just tasting it to see if its OK’

Feel (referring to physical sensations) can be progressive or not, with little difference.
I feel / I'm feeling fine.
See can be progressive when it means ‘meet. Compare

I (can) see John over there. ~ I'm seeing the doctor tomorrow.

Correct (v') or not (X)?

1 Of course I'm believing you! ...

2 We're seeing your point. ...

3 Why is everybody looking at the sky? ...

4 I'm feeling youre both wrong. ...

5 What do you think about at this moment? ...

6 She may win, but I doubt it. ...

7 Does this milk taste sour to you? ...

8 [I'm feeling quite depressed these days. ...

9 I'm remembering your face, but not your name. .
10 We see the bank manager soon. ...
11 I'm supposing youd like coffee. ...
12 1 think it’s time to go. ...
13 John’ aftershave is smelling strange. ...
14 How much are you weighing? ... ‘Do these shoes taste funny to you?’
NOTES

use of can Can is often used with see, hear, feel, taste, smell, understand and remember to give a
progressive meaning, especially in British English. (See page 61.)

I can see Sue coming down the road.  Can you smell burning?

I can remember when there were no houses here.

perfect tenses Want, need and mean can have present perfect progressive uses; need and want can
have future progressive uses.

I've been wanting to meet you for years.  Will you be needing the car today?

There’s something I've been meaning fo tell you.

-ing forms Even verbs which are never progressive have -ing forms which can be used in other kinds of structure.
Knowing her tastes, I bought her chocolate.
I got all the way to the station without realising I was wearing my slippers.
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future: revise the basics:
will, going to or present progressive?

future in the present We generally use present forms (present progressive or am/are/is going to)
when we can see the future in the present: we already see things coming or starting.

We prefer will (the most common form) when we are simply giving information about the future,
with no special reason for using present forms. Compare:

e I'm seeing Janet on Tuesday. (the arrangement exists now.)
I wonder if she’ll recognise me. (not talking about the present)
o We're going to get a new car. (The decision already exists.)
I hope it will be better than the old one. (not talking about the present)

plans Be going to and the present progressive can both be used to talk about plans.
We use the present progressive mostly when the time and/or place are fixed. Compare:

I'm going to take a holiday some time soon.  Joe’s spending next week in France.
Emma’s going to study biology.  Phil’s starting work on Monday.

Rewrite the sentences, putting in expressions from the box and using the
present progressive. (Different answers are possible.)

for tomorrow’s concert from March 1st next month next week
next year on Saturday onTuesday thisevening tomorrow morning

.......................................................................................................................................
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

decisions We prefer be going to and the present progressive for decisions and plans (see above)
that exist in the present - they have already been made. We prefer will to announce decisions
as we make them. Compare:

‘We've got a lot of bills to pay. ‘I know. I'm going to do them all on Monday.
“The plumbers bill has just come in” ‘OK, I'll pay it.
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) Putin I'll or I'm going to.

> Tvedecided. .. omato take a week off.

I g Al eoRaipaoinnly” "Wt S RIGIIE, wowmeosnamesansmosys phone and ask her’
2 Tweleft my moeney at hame. Again? OK. osssssimmnssnssusassies pay’

3 ‘Doyouwantiogoforawallkt® “NIOL s ssmscimes ssaine s mssimnmmnss get some work done!

4 Tvegotaheadache! Lo vmnmisemsasimumis get you an aspirin.

B i o e sell this car - it’s giving me nothing but trouble.

6 Can'yol sngwer the phiotie 4f 1 1INgET .. cmsmsessas oo omsmwiss o have a shower.

v ST SRR change my job soon.

B Allseres e BnOmEI" & s sesissimssis go’

predictions: what we expect We prefer going to when we can already see the future in the present:
we can see things coming or starting, or they are already planned. We prefer will to say what we
think or believe about the future. Compare:

Careful! The meat’s going to burn. (I can see it now.)

Don't ask Pete to cook the steak — he’ll burn it. (I'm sure, because I know him.)

We don't use the present progressive to predict events which are outside our control.

It’s going to rain soon. BUT NOT Hsrainingsoon:

Choose the best form.

> Clair/ will have a baby.

1 Perhaps I'm going to / I'll see you at the weekend.

Look at the sky: it’s going to / it will snow.

Look out - we're going to / we'll hit that car!

Ask John - he’s probably going to / he'll probably know the answer.

Youd better put a coat on, or you're going to / you’ll get cold.

If you press this key, the computer is going to / will shut down.

You can see from Barbara’s face that there’s going to / there’ll be trouble.

It's no use telling Andy about your problems; he’ going to / he’ll tell everybody else.

N N N e W o

simple present We sometimes use the simple present to talk about the future; for instance when
we talk about timetables, routines and schedules.

The meeting starts at ten oclock. ~ What time does the train arrive in Paris?
My plane leaves from Heathrow.

We can also use the simple present to give and ask for instructions.
‘Where do I get an application form?’ “You go to the main office on the second floor’
In other cases we don’t use the simple present in simple sentences to talk about the future.

Emma’s coming round later. (NOoT Emmma—contes ... )  Ill write — I promise.
There’s the phone. I'll answer it. (NOT ... Fanswer:)

For the simple present with a future meaning after if, when etc, see pages 204 and 232.

) Choose the best tense.

» The film@nds)/ will end at midnight. 5 The train isn’t direct — you change / will change
» 1phone /you soon. at Manchester.
1 Istart/ will start dieting after Christmas. 6 My final exam is / will be in May.
2 Rob comes / is coming round after 7.00. 7 What time does / will the concert start?
3 Do you / Will you post my letters? 8 [Iplay/am playing hockey tomorrow.
4 1 have / will have a French class at 9.00
tomorrow.
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more about the present progressive, going to and will

spoken and written English Be going to and the present progressive are particularly common

in spoken English, as ways of talking about the future. This is because conversation is often about

future events that we can see coming, so present forms are natural. In written English, these forms are
less often used. Will is extremely common in writing, because written language tends to deal with less
immediate future events, when we do not see the future in the present. Will is also preferred when giving
information about impersonal, fixed arrangements — for example official itineraries. Compare:

We’re meeting Sandra at 6.00.
The President will arrive at the airport at 14.00. He will meet ...

pronunciation of going to. In informal speech, going to is often pronounced as /gona/.
This is often shown in writing as gonna.

Put the letters of the boxed expressions into the text.

A it will be

B there willbe C will be introduced D will be presented
E will be welcomed F willcastoff G will cover

H will play

I you will be

n a wildlife cruise with Wildlife
Worldwide, '... on a small
vessel (the vessels we work with
generally accommodate between
20 and 128 passengers), just enough
to be able to meet new people and
get to know them over the course of
the trip, and to be able to recognise
and greet all of the other passengers
onboard. Not so many that every
time youseeaface?... be a new one!
On a wildlife cruise the vessels
have been specially adapted and
refitted to accommodate guests,
since many of them were actually
research vessels in a former life, On

and presentations throughout the
journey. These *... a whole range of
topics from birds and mammals, to
geography, history and astronomy,
and they *... by the onboard guides
and experts who °©... such an
important role in making your trip a
special one.

To begin with you 7... aboard
with a glass of champagne and a
bite to eat. The crew &... the boat,
and once you are under way you
°... to the captain and his crew.
Departures are generally late
afternoon/early evening. Passengers
are free to visit the ship’s bridge any

Itis fascinating seeing how the ship’s
course is plotted, and to observe the
monitors of depth, wind speed and
wave height! (Adapted from Oceans
Worldwide website.)

a wildlife cruise, *... illustrated talks

time of the day or night.

Put the letters of the boxed expressions into the text.

A going to be happy B goingtobethere C goingtosee D It's going to be
E there aregoingtobe F we're catching G we're leaving

Well, '... tomorrow, Sandra. “... amazing! It's quite a small boat — about 50 passengers, so

we'll soon get to know everybody. And ... half a dozen experts on this and that giving lectures
in the evenings, and going ashore with us and answering our stupid questions when we land.
Tony Soper’s ..., believe it or not, so the bird-watchers are °... | And there’s a terrific woman
called Ingrid Visser who's red-hot on killer whales. | can't remember the others, but | know
there's a marine mammal expert, and an astronomer. And we're definitely ... whales —

lots and lots of whales, they've promised! Can't wait!

Well, must go and pack - ... a very early flight. Looking forward to seeing you in July.
Prepare yourselves for a long photo evening!

Love from both to both

Jane
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shall and will In modern English I/we will and I/we shall can generally be used with no difference
of meaning. Will is more common, and shall is dying out. (In any case, the commonest forms in

speech are the contractions I'll and we’ll.)

shall in questions In older English, shall was used to talk about obligation (rather like should).
This meaning still survives in first-person questions, where shall is used to ask for instructions or

suggestions, or offer services.
What time shall we come round?  Shall I take your coat?
Compare the use of will to ask for information:

What time will we get into London?

legal language Legal documents, such as contracts, often use shall to express obligation.

The hirer shall be responsible for maintenance of the vehicle. (from a car-hire contract)

Put in shall or will.

Q1o T —— we go on The bl
holiday this year? hirfn 1£cr shall, during the period of the
, DE S 1 - A
2 VheER oisisssmmsnniinssmonisnnsve I be this time pmmi o :}:I}ZE e 1Z‘]"’r-hS‘lijemsmn of the
’ 4DriIc a y A
next year? it nd the contents; their
_ = o » safety from damugc however slight or
3 Sending out the mv1tat10n‘s N change of any sort; and the behaviour of a]]
............................ be Jim's responsibility. E’:r :‘z:’f lfSU‘}g t%le premises whatever their
7 R § 4754 /3 411 . O S be wholly caf parl}cg :IC uding proper supervision of
responsible for all decoration and repairs. make goo E arrang;—’_ments. The Hirer shall
£ or ; o :
- SR ———— I put the kettle on? accidental d Aol (including
. 5 amage) to the premises or to the
6 WhAGTITNE s i i soaisnns e I need to be fixtures, fittings or ¢ k
] &S or contents and for loss of
at the airport? tE‘ontent‘s. The Hirer shall not use the };rcmis
e i : es
7 What omsaannessnnes I cook for tgz ;??riﬁ‘lUrff’\c)sc other than that described in
supper? e t‘i bcgr;:endle;t and shall not allow the
8 HOW SO0 .osnmmimmmssms st we hear i am;' unl.awf‘ST or any unlawfiy] purpose
Yy unlawful way

about the application? 5

For other (non-future) uses of will, see pages 65 and 72.

NOTES

different forms possible The differences between the three main structures used to talk about
the future are not always very clear-cut. Will and present forms (especially going to) are often both
possible in the same situation, when ‘present’ ideas like intention or fixed arrangement are a part
of the meaning but not very important. The choice of structure will depend on which part of the
meaning we want to emphasise. In the following examples all of the different forms would be correct,
with no important difference of meaning.
e What will you do next year?
What are you doing next year?
What are you going to do next year?
e All the family will be there.
All the family are going to be there.
e If your mother comes, you'll have to help with the cooking.
If your mother comes, you're going to have to help with the cooking.
e You won't believe this.
You're not going to believe this.
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be + infinitive: lam to... etc

official plans etc We often say that something is to happen when we talk about official plans
and fixed arrangements.

The Prime Minister is to visit British soldiers in Antarctica.
Our firm is to merge with Universal Export.

pre-conditions The structure is common in if-clauses, where the main clause expresses a
pre-condition - something that must happen first if something else is to happen.

Wed better hurry if we're to get there by lunchtime.
You’'ll need to start working if you’re to pass your exam.

orders The structure can also be used (for example by parents) to give orders.

You’re to do your homework before you go to bed.
Tell Jenny she’s not to be back late.

Here are some (mostly) real spoken or written sentences. Use the be + infinitive structure
to complete them with verbs from the box. Use a dictionary if necessary.

assemble bloom continue deliver follow getthrough inspect plan report tidy up

1 Professor Loach ......coccesmmeemnsmensnsnesasnnans eight lectures on classical mythology next term.
2 On hisarrival at the airport; the general .. s wmro ey s s oo s a guard of honour.
B IEWE sunasis s sonn i nas a e iae providing care for homeless children, we need your support today.
4 Young soldiers quickly learn that a good breakfast is vital if they ............ccooeviiiiiniiiinn, another
demanding day.

B Suyaewdiet Besto he SEple L e oomrmomnesorommposmrso it for any length of time.
& Youi have to know where you're going if YO .us cows sars s sess wonsassvsssisns o5 the best way of getting there!
7 'The chrysanthemums must be planted right away if they ..........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn. for Christmas.
5 TR IR o ocosatinsbisans e i sk s their room before they watch TV.
9 In ¢aseof fire,all Staff . ivumnnaimsnssrivins in the front courtyard.

10 AllFISER oo ons s to the reception desk.

For the past form of this structure (I was to ... etc), see page 37.
For passive uses (e.g. to be taken three times a day), see page 103.

Imagine you are a parent who is going out for the evening, leaving two teenagers
alone in the house. Write three instructions beginning ‘You're to’ and three beginning
‘You're not to'

...........................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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future progressive

We use the future progressive (will be ...ing) to say that something will be in progress ata
certain time in the future.

This time next Tuesday I’ll be lying on the beach.
You won't be able to park here tomorrow; they’ll be mending the road.

6 What will you be doing at ten o'clock tomorrow morning (or some other time, if you prefer)?

...........................................................................................................................................

9 Write three things that you will certainly not be doing at ten o'clock tomorrow morning
(or some other time, if you prefer).

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

polite enquiries A common use of the future progressive is to ask politely ‘What have you already
decided?” Compare:

Will you write to Oliver? (request or order)
Are you going to write to Oliver? (perhaps pressing for a decision)
Will you be writing to Oliver? (just asking about plans)

é Make future progressive questions to ask somebody politely: _
» when they are planning to go shopping. ..\¥/ew Will You e 9ot ShOPRLNGZ |
1 when they intend to pay the rent.

.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.......................................................................................................................................

Will you be watching “I'll be watching. | want to see “I| will be watching until the end
the leaders’ TV how professional liars work.” of the first question. When none
of them have answered simply,

t ? 13 . .
deba e Yes, | shall be watching and it openly and honestly, along with

The first ever prime ministerial TV will be an interesting test of the millions of other viewers | will
debate in a UK general election party leaders.” switch off and then go to
campaign will take place on i

Thursday. the pub.

Will you be watching? (postings from a website discussion before a British general election)
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future perfect

The future perfect (I will have driven/worked etc) can be used to say that something will have been
completed by a certain time in the future.

We’ll have finished planting the new trees by Wednesday.
This government will have ruined the country before the next election.

Here are some sentences taken from newspaper articles and reports. Complete them with
verbs from the box, using the future progressive. Use a dictionary if necessary.

drive drop host pass puton quadruple rise |

1 When this year’s competition in Nottingham is completed, Great Britain, like Japan,
..................................... it on 3 occasions.

2 Inafew weeks’ time, the fallen leaves .........cccoeviviiiiiiniiinnn.n, from ankle to knee deep.
3 Franle MeAvidrews chalilleis s s s s i o his boss more than 12,000 miles by
the end of the campaign.

4 If a traveller goes eastwards round the Earth, when he gets halfway he
through 12 time zones and gained 12 hours.

5 The decision means that annual government support for the railways
from well over £1 billion to around £300 million in 10 years.

6 Within 100 years the hpman popilafion. .cocammssmsemmsaresmssamsas »
7 If you do not weigh yourself for a year and you eat just an extra 500 calories each day during
that time, You ......ocoeeniiiiiiiiiiiieae, a full 21.8 kg; rather a nasty shock!

The future perfect progressive (I will have been driving/working etc) is not very common. We can use
it to say how long something will have continued by a certain time.

By next summer I’ll have been working here for eight years.

Write three sentences about yourself with the future perfect progressive. For example,

say how long you will have been learning English / working / living in your house.
1 By the end of this year,
2 By

........................................................................................................

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note: other uses These tenses, and other structures with will, can be used not only to talk about
the future, but also to express certainty about the past and present (see page 65).
As you will have heard by now, we are planning to open a new branch in Liverpool.
The world’s top skiers will have been studying the course all morning, in preparation for the first big
event this afternoon.

‘When you have lost your Inns, drown your empty
selves, for you will have lost the last of England!
(Hilaire Belloc)
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