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Welcome to the course
F n F,.,endJ is a $ree-le\d courle for kindega-ea cr pfe-
primarychlldrcn l lsan engaging inllodr.rcrio:r to Engtish
',rhlch Jses r.ang€ ofactlyltier games, and songs thar
rnolivate and nelpyoung learners suc.eed in Englsh.
The corrse is basedon the princ ple that all.hildren *"nr
to €arr arC can lucceed in lerrnlng. trl Fr?rdJ provides
h i l , J - r  !  l  r ,p rL  a9^  ooo op  c .e  !ocooL a  , .  bor .

nrLrcrures,;nd $eloo s ro de\€lo9so id litera.yand

dfd interes:ing characrer tr'ho tntodu.e the children ro
En9lish rh,oLrgh 9ames, song5, .fd 5roiies.

Objectives
The key objectiver of Fiir Ff€ndr :re:
, io d€./e op lrnguage skiils rha! frili 9i.,€ childfen a sortd

ioundalion ln Snglish for therr pr;mafy educatior
.  lode ' /e lopaba3icunderst .nd ngola lddbi l i ry toLise

English ln meaningful, age-approprtaie conler$.
. to ioster a positlve aftitLrde tov:ard eam ing Ffglilh.
. io present the names and sounds ofa $eEnglish

ieriers so thatchildren become f.miliaf fiththe engl:sh

. lo promote posilive sociai lalues aDplicaSletorh€ hom€
and school enYironment.

Characters
four li'r-p y chare.l€r ,nroduce chib rer to the f:c d ot'
E.glish.Theyako$odel good behavior.
gaz is a four yencokj bo), n his firsr yea I oi kindergE.ren. He
i5 good naluredand kind. He does noralwiysoolhe ghi
thing, but h€ ties his bes. Many ofrhe chtdrc1 wtll identlt
wirh 8a2 a9 he tries ro lean newthtrigs
Telr is 8az3 athletic a nd fun oldersister She is se..€n years
o d. She is eager to guide 8az and is forgiving of his m stakes.
P a t  a r  d  J i g . r F  f F c l -  d r F r s ,  - r e c a - ' m " .  - y , - p r - . - r '
lhe pretend \,rcid oithe child.lvhen Par and _liq are rltrh rhe
characteis, they ire soft plush toys, bur wh€n ihey a€ on
( fA i  o ' r r . r l -e l  l "ve  fe i  o  ,1ao,a  . -  e ,  a ,  .g t  . , )
toyrvorld. Pal is tomeumes a kile bil naug hry bur ea rnesr
Jig keeps an eye out for him.Throlgh rheir slorie5 and
ad\€nturcs, Pat and lig help develop childrefs crcaiiviry and-
ook at lhe wcrld ln a nerv !.1ay-
n addirion toihesefour main characlers,Tess afd Baz's

yornger brc$erAdam it bon at the end ofleyel T tie
lsthe baby oi lhe famlly, and bolhTess 3nd Sazde:tghr
ir laking careofhlri. Eaz espea€lly €nloys being rhe
older biodrr Towards the end oFthe second l€ve,Tesss
cousin, Mdggie i5lnnodLrced. She i5quiet dnC shy.She
appears ln Lelel3,along y/ith fuzs oLrtgoing netvfriend at
gchoo,5a$.

Components

Stldent Bo3kl (Sg)
The Studenl Sook is colorfLrl,li'.€ y, and easy to use. t is the
" d  '  ( o .  r e ' o m p o ,  e  t  t , o l l d - \ \ ' o c d b J l d ) ,  r o  r " \
songs, qarnes, and chante tha!.xillenable children ro
aahle!€ ti€ course objedti'Jes.
Each page of $e Sti.ident Book cotresponds to one esson.
There is i small box:t the top ofeach pagethat indicaies
the activtFs for thal page.This telps you to see whar€ach
esscn iraboui Each instrlction in the box corresponds 10 a
section !n lhe teaching notes for $ar e9son. The iniormaiton
ln tlris bcx is not lnrended fo. th€ children
The icon @ 20 indi.ares that there !5 an tsudio componenr
ior that acri!]5/, and rhe n! mber follolltng rhe icon is the
Clars Audio CD !.ack n umber

Adivity Book/ {A3)
The Acrivily Book provides pracrlce ofthe marerial
introduced in rhe SrudentSool. fach Activiq Book p.ge
lol ov/s up on the mat€rial presented in rhe coraegpond ng
StudentBookpage
The Activity Book is the mai. pencjl and paper practir€ of
the course Tfe Activity Eook develops chibrens reading,
yritjng, n u me€cy, anguage, and flne .noro. skills rhrolg h
6 yarietyoffun and morivaling rclivitie:,I also incorporaEs
oral language de\€iopment as rnany of the adi,,,iries
include a 5ay'co..ponent.The activities are eas/-to-oo,
!nderscoring lhe co,.trse philosophytha! all child ren wanfto
and can succeed-Thur, the aclivities may be set up in cldss
and compleled at home.
The Activ ty Boo k also aontains d review lessonforeacn
unil, v/hich consolldaree ihe maln literacy, nufieraqland
vocabulary conten: of the urit lt rnay be done in class as
consolidation or as prepafarion fora progr€ss check, !!rnay
a so be done at home for ieview.
Al lhe back ofthe A.livity Eook are rome extra €sources:
ar Leyell and 2 there isa Piatur€ Dictio.ary, cutoutsofthe
course cha.aders, and a page oiallthesonq yrt.sj and
atLevel3$ere is a numbers spread, a wfiUrg grid, a craft
aclivity (lo consolidale colo6), and a page of a I the Le!€ 3
song lydcs.
The Leve I and 2 Pictlre Dictionarycan either be
completedaiier each letter !slntroduced orused for horne
study, for example durlng vacailong.
The Level I ilnqer puppets a nd Level 2 curoq characrers
can be used where apprcpriate to ad out the dialogues
ln class. Chibren can eith€r ho d !p a flnger puppet ora
cuiout {insiead cfthe Picture Grd ofthe character)oryou
coLrld make some character badges {by eticking thecutouts
ontocardbcad andsrickingsrferypinsoniheback)which
childen couid wea. during role'plays.
The level3 nlmbers spead is used to consolida:e nurnbeG
j-20, both numerak and the{rltten forrn.
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Course structurc
Each lerel af in* ,iends .onststs of I C Lr nirs.
tach uiil has slx ccr€ iessons compri5ed ofa StLrdent Book
and an Acliviry Book comporcnr. The Aciiyiry Book offers a1
:ddil:onalpage of revieyr pracri.e, rvhlch car be comotnec
vjrh photocopiable matert. icmakea l€rson.
h addition, most leisons offer an optionai acti|ity. The notes
forthe optional aativity are ai th€ end ofeach lesson rn tne
Teache* 8ook. The oprionat activities provide exlra pracrice
.nd consoiidation ofuahalh.s been taughr in rhe main
Student Book/ Activir, Book tesson.They do not presenr
.ew langu.ge or 'oc.bulary.They can be used ifyou rldve
exlraimeor ifyo! feel you r children need extra praciiceof
a part cJlar languale ltem.

Topics
FiJrfriendJ s a topic based course. Eaah unft ircenier€c
on a diffefenttopic, fhis reouces the cognili\'e load o:i
rhildren sinc-" vocabulary is p.e5enied in meaningful _oro!p9

Th€ topicschosen are relevant !c klndecartench oren
ind reflect iheir ijves, As a res! t, rhey re.ssur€, nterest,a.d
motivate tie children ir theclass.oom.
The.ourse includestopics such as !oys, cicrh€t food, faniiiy,
the body, school, ieeijngt actiofs, home, furniture holidays,

Cross-curricular features
The benefit, ol Fnqlish insrruclion ca. be mnximrTed by
linking i! with oiher part! otihe.uilc! um. fff arendr
corn,"cts io other currtculafareas in Jr,ra:ly ways. in allteve/s,
c''ridren do cross,currtcll lar c|aft proj-"cts vrh ch inKw,iN
narure, tocialtctences,artand malh n Level3, Explo.e
re.ding texis are inifooucedwlich famliaizeiheuf oren
wrth a ranoe offun cross-curricular lopics jhrolgh rhe
medlum oftnglish.
'  e r '  ' . r , r  \1 " rp  ako  p ,o - lo t . .  L . roug ' ,  rado!F t .o^  ea ,
o  r L  r . d i ( r  ! . I L . d - o " w j . e - e  o  i e o c v . i v . ^ ,

Values and fveryday !nglisl
First Ftiends rccagrtizes $al tanguage Ins:rLrcion prcsents
an opporilrnilyto feinlorcevalles such as cooperation,
te.mworl, healrh, goad nutilon,and respeci for olhers.'lie photognphic values pages preseni Lrsefut, funciionrl
language yrithin tfe conrext ofsoctalvn ues.These ressons
modelgood socblbehaviorin sitlations th.t ar€ relevant
nnd famjliarto yo!ing .htld.en. The Ci.log!es. 5toie,
,nd rll!strailons also provide opportuniies to addfess

Unil structure
The simple ard telrabie rrnit srructufe mnkes ir:4rfrierdr
a n deal colrse fo r expejtenced and nolice tearher5 alike.
Noy:cereachefs can buld confrdenceand rprtassu€o rnar
theyare de!€loping ro!nd tea(tlifg ski e rvhite usi.g rhe
mrlefial. SiBila.ly, more e{perle.ced teachers $.,ho ae more
ccniidentand aclepr tn theclassroom.an o(pano upon rne
solid framework proyided
tach unithas aone-page per,lesson fomat,ard each
pagellesson has a 5pecific roe n the unit.

Student Book5tru(ture
The fksi:wo pages ofeach rnit ofthe Stldent Bookdepjci
a lively icene in./olving $e course cha.r.ters.These pdges
a  €  - , e d . o  o  e , e r ' t \ F . d  o a _  o . d o J . a f r d ^ o : : , J . . . r . , r
.ont€xLThey pf ovide tro le5sons of materiat.
Lesson 1 isdevored tovocabllary. n Lev€l t, thered,e
lypically s x ne!! lords for ch ldren ro pioduce. Lesson 2
presents rhe key :anguage stnrctLrre otrhe unir tn. diatogue
formatfhe dialogue ures rhe sturture jn. narurarwd! am
is humorous soihaichidren rematn enq3ged as l.eyare
expo9ed to the newlangLlage.
lle$ rd pag€ofe:ch untpresents a song wh ch reviews,
and In some ca5e exlends, thetoplcvocabu ary ltre5ong
isac.ompanied bya cfiuclithinting activily Thes€ funand
colorf.rl activiries develop chitdren3 problem,5olving 5ki[s.
Lesson 4 isa tiory leston ora.raft project, Each storytessorr
(Units 1,2,3,5,6, 8, ard 10) prese.rs a rimpletwo-irame
story ihat fuarures the course characters of oiher cnaracte|s
in humoious ofihought{uis tuai ons. aich craft te$on
(Unirs4 7.and 9) p€senls stnrpte insrrLrcuons with pjcrufes
in four frines for studentstc create an at project
Lesron 5locuses onv. lesandeveryd.y English. Adiatogue
ueing eyeryday E n glist modeh qood socialbehavror and s
illusvared phorogr.phica ly. Funftionat t.nguage €taledro
the unittopic is presenled and p.acticed hefe.
The last lesron ofthe unitfocules on phonj.sand r p,oynes
mat€rial Jor iite.a cy devetopment. tn Leyen. ihe atphabet is

Fi'!l liends is <atefuly ctaf\€d so that chitdren are nol
oveMhelmed by too m.ny newlerersor phonics acriviries
atonce.;hereafe nevermorelhan$reenewletters
presenteo rf any on€ lnti n Leve L

Activl:y Eook structure
The Acl(,ity Book mirrors rhe transpaFnt structure ot ihe
student Book.The fl15!ard second pages reinforce fte
vocabu;ary,and wherc possibl€,the 3tlcrLrrc inrrodlced in
the unii. Lesson 3 practic€sany new tanguage introduced in
the 58 song and revtews the .est of the anq uaqe useo [j me
song.
e s s o ' 4 ' " s a c : v , : F . w h i . h "  a b , e  t F e  I  d r e .  - o  p r a . . i ! 4

l '  6 ld ' roJdgF dr-d (o ,  60r '  o ' r  6  Jr  -  ard pre. 'o ,  .  . i ,5
Lesson 5 fevley,'s the afglageand consoltdaies thevalu€
presented in the SB.
Les5on 6 provides practiceoithe en€6 nfioduced inthesB.
The Revievr' pdge featuret acrivilies whi(h binq togeiherthe
a.guage and topic of lhe untt.
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lir rhe'lookand 5a''me:hod. chitdren are sno*n !)e wo€
and are taughtloatsociate it\1irh ]is meaning.An example
cf this tr atsr Fr?ndr i5 ihe r€achinq of rhe cobfi Chrldren
ireshoyrn the PtctureCa.d lorblueand it, fri en iom.
Thei are laugh: to fecognt2e the word ar,.da5so.rrle t.x th
Its meaning.

Charact€rist;cs of young learners
Intell€ctr:al development
(i. de,gd 'enrg" rr io e. de oeg - . 9 ro ..e og.L .o
L n o e ' !  d . d  i t  l g . t h e / h ,  e e , p e  e . ! - d , . e e - . o . F e J f o .
lhis is the pedec! rime !o dev€lop rhei, criricat thinKrng
skilh. Hov,e.rer, they are not able to u ndeEtand absuicr
fLrlesorlogicAs a resu !, abnractcon(epts afd glammar
arc nottaught overttyat dis nage.Terms 9uch a5 Jlrg!/o/ or
p/{r.r/ are nol used, and }ou yr'tlinot find instrlciions ro gi./e
grammarrules inih€ leaching notes Forexample,when
plu rals are lnvoduced, thc notes avold tnstrucUon! suL n .j
10 changea v;ord fromsingltarto pi.ral,add the ietter rto. l  ec r  I  I  pco- -Fot  o .o  J ,d  \  i s  td  g ,  L  L ,  o . . .  oo , - ,  . .
e-9., pen and pens, ard dGwing ch d.en! atlenrior ro rn€
difference in fte w?y the rvordr p€, and r?rr are said.

lmportance ofrouiine
Very young children thrt!,ewhenthey h.ve a routine.A
rolnne oner' itrern secufiry and mak€s them ieelthatthey
undels|and their ,,./orld b€cause ihey kno!! lr,har ro expecr.
It is veri h€lpfulio establi5h a roLjiinewith yourch tofen.
O  d ,  w l t < t  t t  o o o . . -  s  . , o t  g r

Attention span
Yo!ng children have very shor artenrto. sp?ns.They focus
on nere-and,nov/ activiries that are livel,,, and iun tne|r
alrenion span can be maxjmized \!hen vtsualnimuus rj
present.With th8 ln mird, ti$frierdr ofte. recommends
lhal PictureCed5 be put up on the board and rem.rn inere

In order ro keep {he chitdren enqaged, do rct spend ioo
mlrcn n me on any oi.e acti\1ity. lr may bebeneficiat|o teave
an acttaty uniinished rn orderio mainG:n class a$enticn
You may also find rha! slowtng dolvnthe pace of qu ickentng
ine pace olyour lessonj willadd variely and keep chiidren

5ensory ilput
lveryone has a different learning sryte or prefe(ed way of
learning. ALrd'tory leamers p.eferlistening to the CD or the
ieacher Visu. I le.rners prcfer iooktng ai gictures, tact e
rearners take in nelv lniormation byrouahing.nd dotng,
Fnst Frietuls has a vatiery ol actiyiiies that address the
€drn ng p€terences ot aii .hldfen. Thefe are opporr!niries
ro rsten io 5loriesand songson CD b kabolt piciurcs, and

Fine motor skills development
Frne motor lkils a€ *iitdevelop ng in young children.
:ney arejusi beginning lo irse thek nands and fifae6for
ocLi.  r-es s-r l  d< r-  i  g a-d d.dv, 9. . .  es- a.. ic.  5,pqJ.re
roordrrdt or a-d con ,ol . . . .5, .r  rost ) 'o-.q ! . ro.en
typ'.aljy do not possess.Asa res! tt ihe tanawirjng
and drav/ing ofyoung chitdr€n js ofien larger than
normat or rnEshaped.lt is jmportintio recognize thal
sucn chardcteflstics are a normalpart ofallch;ldren!

To assjst in the developmenr of fine motor s k l, FirJa F/,?rds
rncrudes nUmerous tracing and drawing opponunitles.
Actiriti€s i^/hich require child ren io fiace tines as they
re, lor.e (herr rew . fgLdqF,( . ,e o1 -- too,ror.  pdno.j"re (ooid.al io1. S,n, ar l ) .  (o o,r .  q dct. .  i  e,  hetp c- torel
to conirol their penc ls.
It is \€ry irnponanr to encourrge .h ildfen jn their writing,
tracing, copying, and dravJinq. Do n ot vrony ii chitdren .le
lnableto trace, w4te, draw or color neady.Ilese skjlls will
eme19€ dunng their pri.ndryyeafs.

Aftective deve16pmenlal fa(.ors
Not alJ chiidren wil be able to respond to you irom ihe
beginn ngofthe year Some mayneed a silentgeiodin
li/hich they accljmaUze to the new experterce ! ncr aosoro
tlre language dro!ndthem without being reqLli€d to

Do nor push chiidren to speak jflhey do not feei
aomfonable, Some activiljes involve c.lliag childrer to the
fronr ortne room to sing or act. Choose chlldren wrD are
willi.g and eager to perform n front of ihe whote cJass.
fL  rhe  ̂  ore , ,oJno,  I  d ,Fnto_,  \h  wr.  pr"  .e  I  rdtsF.
their confidence and give5 them posi|ve rcinforcemenl
Therelore, ah,€ys prair corect resDonses ,nd avoid haGhty
(:rrncizing ncorredonetyou may simply say. "Thi* alrnosi
.ighr.Try aqain:

Introdudion
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. Chj dren llsten io $e song v, o! may find rh;r i! 6 easer
to presenr th€ ecions ds chiliren lten Thir oft€n he ps
children ro re.neanber the lang!age mofe ea5:ly

. Ch:ldren sing along as they itsjen .gain.

. Callchildre. io rire fro ol rhe room to do tle a.rions
;nd lead the song Use props. e g , Ptciure Cardt 10 make

Doing !'ts and ltaft
Arts and c.afts are importdnt for \oLrng rhidren.IlEy
encoufsge cfearivity and fiey aiso hetp ro devetop fine

Arafyteachefs.re fe Lrctrr o doeft! and crafts b€cduse
they feel $ey s re diff.ult ro rnrnage _effec(ively. As a rcsuk,
. ,  r p . d s '  <  u d - . c . . 1 a c .  .  . . - 1 t d e 6 d . . - o o . e o d . e
rcr ano oo in th€ cassroom
:he lollowiag are gen€ral proced u|es torea.h arts

. ly the c€ft actiyity before ctars sc thal ),o! are cie.r
aboui!ne materials e.d the proceC!res

. Before class. prepare Fo. th€ craf! acltvtty by cunir 19 ouL,
measLrring, or grolping a5 manyolihe malerals 6s you
can. Cover all work !u rfaces lvith paper or ptanic

. During the lesson, give the insrrlrct onj for each gtep of
the cralt actlvity before yoLl give the materia s forthat
s.ep to the child€n.ll- wiitleip chtld€r to focus on rhe
in9ti.rrtions befofe they begin working

. Dont hesibteto modit lhe a.rivttyro nrit your children3
needsorthei imeavalableinthelelson.

Using tbe cLildren,s own language
The majofily olchildrcn wtJenrer ktndergarrenw th litle
o. no h9 ish. Manyoflhem wtlt be enlhljsiasric to te.rn
tnglish wh leotheBWilibe re udan! fhe{hldrens ovrr
language ran be an effecive toolin the classroorn.lf
possible, usetrechildfen! own t. nguage !o help .h ildrenp s t a t r  s f a c o  t e , t  [ o  .  o  " i . o , o o i e _ d  o . o  q s  5 d t  o
lseiul  tordis(Lr9s ngrhevatLr€sstrand.onceprs.
Donot usethe ch ldrent own angLraqerotranslate words
or pre5ent lanql]age

Assessment
fnst Frjends prcvides tat tae cantinuoLrs assessment of
children! la ngua ge pe rforman.e in that, in Levet I , eacn un r
has a photcccpiabe lol.bulary progrels check,ande,/ery
two unjts have a phoro<opiabte a lpha bet prcgrcsscheck
(see TB p;ges84-98). h addition,:here isa phoiocopiabte
mro-year progress.he.k, covering Units t_5 (lB pages
99- 1 00), ,nd ; fin a progress check, loveanq Uni$ 6_ l0 (TB
pages l0l 102).
Assessmenr helps you:
. deremine ch iidren! strengthsand weaknesses
. detefmine what the cldss haslearned and whatneerl5

. monltorand lollowthe progres5 of iidividuals

. monitor the eff€crtveness of yoLrr instuction

. grve leedback to chitdr€n, parents. and o$erteachers
lhe level I loca bliary progrcss checlc are designeo io
prompr speech.:he a phabet progress check ar€ iradtlion.l
pape. aNd pencit wofksheers. You can use ihe a lphaber
progres5 che(k in diffefenr wars. Chitdren can do them
silentlyon the r own, as a more formal assessment, or you
mayrllcw childrer to take them home and wo* on them
over a peaod of se./era days.The vo.abutary workhee$ arc
designed to be used in theclas9loom.See notes beioy/ on
assessment in the classrocm.
3egardless of the wdy yo! ahoose to use the progress
checkt modelthe firsiiiem of€ach actjvitywith the.lass.
U5e one of the modeling procedures described jn the unit
norc5, eo! copy'ng an item or the board, etc
Although the progress checbare a good resource, you can
as5e9s your chilCren:n other ways as weJL you can assess
l h - .  Lnoe \ rd  d  "g  " .o  "o ,  v  

-o  soedk  E"9 ,  i  " , JU n  dv
arso want to as5es5 tetef and number !nderstanding orally.
There arc ako Numbers worksh€ers for extra p|acitceon
number I-10 (TB pages t03-107), and AtphaberCdro5
{pages I08-l l1).'Ihe Atphab€rCards can be lrsed to evhe
vo, db- ian r5" -Lre's o' .he r  olaoel drd to,e. ogr i le
words beginning with rhos€ tefte,s.
For examrle, p\rt children in pairs ard give each pairone
eei of cards to share. calloul a sequence of pictures aro/or
lette5 e g. clanut, b, ant, e, frcg, c Chitdren iay olt rheif cards
in oderlrom left ro riqht,rhen check their answers
A-ori 'proplro s Lote , ,d,e rh1 aregri ' rgrooa/a
ca-e  !L !  rhe ' ,n  od .5  a1d 9 \e  ea .  l -  pa  o .  e  9e(  o l (d ,as
to share.They rnat<h rhe lette.s.nd pictures on thetr caras,
tryrng io tinish as qLrickly as they can. the li|5t pair to malch
aliofthelf Jener and pictu€ cards corfectly wifs.
fh€ Fiitt ?ndr photocopinbie as1essmentform (seeT3
page l2l is intencled for use in allunits No two fin F/erdj
classfoomsarefie same, so the arsessmeft fofm can be
lailored to each teacher's n€ed'
lhe lesson objectives.re givenatth€ sla(oirhe reacnrng
notes for each lesson. Choose the objecrives you wish
to assess and write ihem in the box at the botom or d
photocopy of the assessment form.
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