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Syllabus

 
What can we
do in different
seasons?

Page 52 

How do we 
discover 
things?

Page 62

How do we get
to know each
other?

Page 49

Vocabulary Grammar Cross-curricular, 
culture and SEL 

Skills Pronunciation

Core
Numbers 1,000 to 
1,000,000
Game words

Tense review
Present continuous
Past simple
going to

Core
Outdoor summer 
activities: have 
a barbecue, go 
horse riding, pick 
strawberries, play 
mini golf, go hiking, 
learn to windsurf, go 
mountain biking, do a 
treasure hunt, go to an 
outdoor cinema, grow 
a sunflower

Winter activities: go 
skiing, go sledging, 
make a snowman, 
do crafts, make soup, 
make a bird feeder

Other
metamorphosis, 
life cycle, eggs, 
caterpillars, chrysalis, 
butterfly

Wh- questions 
with did
What did you see?
Who did you go 
with?
Where did you go?

will / won’t
I’ll go skiing.
I won’t make a bird 
feeder.

Science: Learning 
about life cycles

Culture: How 
climate affects us

Brighter learning: 
How does different 
weather make you 
feel?

Reading: A letter

Listening: Climate 
differences

Speaking (AB Page 
13): A mind map

Writing (AB Pages 
14-15): The Big Write: 
An informal letter

/ɒ/, /əʊ/ and /ɔː/ 
sounds
/ɒ/ dog 
/əʊ/ phone 
/ɔː/ short
(AB page 6)

Core
Science class: 
heat, boil, cool, 
freeze, measure the 
temperature, liquid, 
solid, melt, gas, turn 
into

Verbs: fancy, dislike, 
carry on, suggest, 
imagine, stop, enjoy, 
like

Other
grain of sand, 
tardigrade, plant cell

Zero conditional
If you boil water, it 
turns into steam.
What happens if we 
melt ice?

Verb + -ing
I enjoy taking 
photos.
Does she like being 
invisible?

Science: Looking at 
things close up

Culture: Music, 
music, music!

Brighter learning: 
How does different 
music make you 
feel?

Reading: A review

Listening: Musical 
instruments

Speaking (AB 
Page 25): A table

Writing (AB Pages 
26-27): The Big 
Write: A review 
with facts and 
opinions

/t/ and /ʃ/ sounds
/t/ artist  
/ʃ/ attention
(AB page 18)
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The Big Project 1
Page 82

How do we get
around?

Page 72

What’s
exciting about
exploring?

Page 84

Vocabulary Grammar Cross-curricular, 
culture and SEL 

Skills Pronunciation

Core 
Places: theatre, police 
station, factory, car 
park, fountain, traffic 
lights, roundabout, 
zebra crossing, 
crossroads, corner 
Transport: cable car, 
gondola, dog sled, 
rickshaw, camel, 
doubledecker bus

Other
grid coordinates, scale, 
symbols, key, compass 
rose, contour lines

Directions
Can you tell me 
where the
theatre is?
along, straight on, 
turn left / right,
go / continue 
towards / past / over

Relative pronouns
This is … which / 
who / whose /
where …
This is the city where 
they met
Phileas Fogg.
This is the woman 
whose
necklace was stolen.

Geography: 
Identifying parts of 
a map

Culture: Travel 
green in Europe!

Brighter learning: 
Why is a cycling 
holiday a good 
idea?

Reading: An 
information leaflet

Listening: Cycling

Speaking (AB 
Page 39): A flow 
chart

Writing (AB 
Pages 40-41): 
The Big Write: An 
information leaflet 
with persuasive 
language

/ɪ/ and /aɪ/ sounds
/ɪ/ fridge 
/aɪ/ bike
(AB page 32)

A play about asking for directions in town

English in use: Sharing ideas
What do you think about … ? The good thing is that … 
The problem is that …  I think … is a good idea.  
Shall we … ?  Should we … ?

Core
Geographical 
features: explore a 
jungle, walk under a 
waterfall, canoe on a 
river, explore a cave, 
dive near a coral reef, 
explore an island, 
climb a volcano, 
climb a cliff, trek 
across a desert, walk 
on the moon

Birds: swan, eagle, 
hummingbird, 
peacock, parrot, 
vulture

Other
black hole, galaxy, 
planet, solar system, 
supernova

Present perfect 
third person 
singular 
affirmative and 
negative
She’s climbed a cliff.
He hasn’t canoed on 
a river.

(not) as … as …
A parrot is as 
beautiful as an 
eagle.
A swan isn’t as 
colourful as a 
hummingbird.

Science: Exploring 
space with 
telescopes

Culture: Protecting 
nature

Brighter learning: 
How can you keep 
the area around 
your school clean 
and safe for 
wildlife?

Reading: A diary 
entry
Listening: 
Protecting forests
Speaking (AB 
Page 53): A 
noticeboard
Writing (AB Pages 
54-55): The Big 
Write: A diary entry 
with linking words

/z/, /s/ and /ɪz/ 
sounds
/z/ explores 
/s/ looks 
/ɪz/ catches
(AB page 46)
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Vocabulary Grammar Cross-curricular, 
culture and SEL 

Skills Pronunciation

Core 
Indoor chores: make 
my bed, feed my pet, put 
away the shopping, lay 
the table, tidy my room, 
take out the rubbish, 
wash up, load the 
dishwasher, clean my 
shoes, vacuum the floor

Outdoor chores: water 
the plants, wash the 
car, sweep the patio, 
cut the grass, wash the 
windows, hang out the 
clothes

Other 
survey, tally chart, 
pie chart, bar chart, 
segment, key, results

Present perfect 
questions and 
short answers
Have you tidied the 
room?
Yes, I have. /  
No, I haven’t.
Has he laid the 
table?
Yes, he has. /  
No, he hasn’t.

Present perfect 
affirmative and 
negative
I’ve watered the 
plants.
I haven’t cut the 
grass.

Maths: Using a 
tally, pie and bar 
chart

Culture: Growing 
your own food

Brighter learning: 
Make a list of five 
different coloured 
vegetables or fruit

Reading: A report

Listening: Growing 
your own food

Speaking (AB 
Page 67): A fact file

Writing (AB Pages 
68-69): The Big 
Write: A report

/iː/ and /e/ 
sounds
/iː/ teacher 
/e/ weather
(AB page 60)

Core
Family heirlooms: 
lamp, vase, trophies, 
medals, photo album, 
oil painting, jewellery 
box, rings, earrings, 
cutlery

Clothes adjectives: 
bright, floral, striped, 
spotted, checked, ripped

Other
chariot, comb, tomb

Object pronouns
I’ll ask him 
tomorrow.
I gave her the 
photos.

look / sound / feel / 
smell / taste like
What does it look 
like?
It sounds like a bird.
It feels soft.

History: Analysing 
objects

Culture: Treasured 
possessions

Brighter learning: 
Make a list of five 
souvenirs to help 
people visiting our 
cities to remember 
their trip.

Reading: A travel 
journal entry

Listening: 
Souvenirs

Speaking (AB 
Page 79): A Venn  
diagram

Writing (AB Pages 
80-81): The Big 
Write: A travel 
journal entry in the 
past tense

Words spelled
with f and ph
fridge, photo
(AB page 72)

A digital poster about class recycling habits

English in use: What about … ? / How about … ? 
What about putting in a picture of an old TV?  
And how about using different colours for each item?

Core 
Activities for a day 
out: go rafting, go 
to a museum, go to 
the theatre, watch 
a basketball match, 
go bowling, visit an 
aquarium, visit a TV 
studio, see a parade, 
go to a funfair, visit a 
lighthouse

Funfair attractions: big 
wheel, roller coaster, 
bumper cars, merry-
go-round, bungee 
trampoline, fun house 

Other
bicarbonate of 
soda, dense, density, 
experiment, float, food 
colouring, honey, jar, 
sinks, vegetable oil, 
vinegar, water

Have you ever 
… ? with present 
perfect + past 
simple
Have you ever been 
to the theatre?
Yes, I have. / No, I 
haven’t.
When did you go 
there?
I went last summer / 
last week.

Making and 
replying to 
suggestions
Let’s go on the 
bumper cars!
Why don’t we go on 
the merry-go-round!
How about going on 
the roller coaster?
What about going 
on the big wheel?

Science: Exploring 
density

Culture: Sports 
events

Brighter learning: 
What sports can 
you train for 
outdoors?

Reading: An advert

Listening: Special 
sporting events

Speaking (AB 
Page 95): A tree 
diagram

Writing (AB 
Pages 96-97): 
The Big Write: An 
advert using key 
information in note 
form

/ʌ/ and /uː/ 
sounds
/ʌ/ brush
/uː/ mute
(AB page 88)

         

The Big Project 2
Page 114

What
possessions
are important
to you?

Page 104

How can we
help at home?

Page 94

What’s a great
day out?

Page 116
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Vocabulary Grammar Cross-curricular, 
culture and SEL 

Skills Pronunciation

Core 
Food from around the 
world: couscous, spices, 
black pepper, garlic, 
chilli peppers, papaya, 
aubergine, coconut, 
mango, spaghetti

International activities: 
go surfing, practise 
yoga, practise tai 
chi, practise pilates, 
do crosswords, sing 
karaoke

Other
Celtic knot, fold, papier-
mâché, skull

too much, too 
many, (not) 
enough
There’s too much oil 
in the salad.
There are too many 
spices in the dish.
There isn’t enough 
black pepper in this 
soup.
There aren’t enough 
mangoes in the 
dessert.

Tag questions
Karaoke is from 
Japan, isn’t it?
You can sing, can’t 
you?
They are Z-bots, 
aren’t they?
You’ve got a medal, 
haven’t you?

Art: Learning about 
culture through art

Culture: Living in a 
new country

Brighter learning: 
Choose a country 
and find out about 
life there.

Reading: A blog 
post

Listening: Living in 
a new country

Speaking (AB 
Page 107): A 
flower chart

Writing (AB Pages 
108-109): The Big 
Write: A blog post

/k/ and /s/ 
sounds
/k/ cold
/s/ century
(AB page 100)

A project board for a class trip
English in use: What next … ? What else … ?
What could we do next?

Cambridge English Qualifications A2 Flyers
Speaking Part 1: pages 19, 69
Speaking Part 2: pages 31, 107
Speaking Part 3: pages 110, 111
Speaking Part 4: pages 43, 57, 81, 95
Listening Part 1: AB page 30
Listening Part 3: AB page 59
Listening Part 4: AB pages 85, 113
Listening Part 5: AB page 116
Reading and Writing Part 1: AB page 31
Reading and Writing Part 2: AB page 112
Reading and Writing Part 3: AB page 84
Reading and Writing Part 5: AB page 58
Reading and Writing Part 7: AB page 117

How do we
experience
other cultures?

Page 126

The Big Project 3
Page 136

Exam Preparation
Page 140
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Components overview6

FOR STUDENTS

FOR TEACHERS

Class Book
• A clear syllabus showing the main language learned in 

each unit
• A Starter unit introducing the course characters and 

concept
• 8 units of 10 lessons each providing the core material
• 10 pages of optional Cambridge English Qualifications 

external exam material
• 3 Big Projects

Activity Book
• 11 pages of activities per core unit
• 10 pages of optional Cambridge English Qualifications 

external exam material
• Extra Grammar Practice for each unit
• 2 pages for use with each Big Project
• 8 Grammar Reference pages

Classroom Resource Pack
• Two double-sided posters with additional classroom and 

wellbeing language
• 128 flashcards for presenting the key unit vocabulary 

(sets 1 and 2)

Print Components

Teacher’s Guide
• An introductory section including descriptions of the 

methodology and concept behind the course
• A Tour of a unit presenting an overview of the function 

of each lesson, sequence of resources and standard 
teaching steps

• Full answer keys for Class Book and Activity Book activities, 
as well as explanatory teaching notes where appropriate

• Suggestions for optional warm-up activities
• Tips and notes for specific activities
• Audio and video transcripts
• An Ideas bank with games, activities and ideas for how 

to exploit the extra resources further (flashcards, songs, 
videos, etc.)

• A full syllabus overview
• Wordlist
• Assessment for Learning overview
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Classroom Presentation Tool

• Class Book and Activity Book activities on-screen, with the 
ability to play audio and video from the book page

• Interactive versions of Class Book and Activity Book 
activities with option to reveal answers

• Digital games

Teacher’s Resource Centre on 
Oxford Hub
• Complete access to students’ online practice
• Evaluation section with downloadable tests, printable and 

editable versions: 
• Unit tests at Standard and Challenge levels
• End-of-term tests at Standard and Challenge levels
• End-of-year tests

• Specific Competence tests
• Downloadable evaluation and portfolio materials
• Recordings of all the songs, chants, stories and listening 

activities
• Vocabulary and grammar worksheets at reinforcement and 

extension levels for unit language
• Communication skills worksheets providing additional 

speaking support
• Extra writing worksheets at reinforcement and 

extension level
• UNSDG support worksheets
• Class Book bonus game support
• Exam Power Pack providing further practice for Cambridge 

English Qualifications and Trinity GESE Exams

FOR STUDENTS

FOR TEACHERS

FOR PARENTS

Digital 
Class Book
• A digital version 

of the Class Book 
is available via 
Oxford Hub

Digital Activity Book
• A digital version of the Activity 

Book is also available via 
Oxford Hub 

Online Practice
• Interactive activities to further practise the language 

learned in each of the Class Book lessons

Digital Components

Parent Pack
• An online resource for every level of Brighter Ideas. Parent 

Packs offer an optional, flexible bank of activities for parents 
that want to support their children’s studies along with 

printable resources and supporting audio. Activities are fun 
and fit in with family life.



Using Graded Readers in the Primary classroom is an effective way 
to engage children of all abilities and learning needs. 
By motivating children to read for pleasure, you give them the 
opportunity to learn without the fear of failure.
Our Graded Readers are available at a number of different levels 
and across a broad range of topics, both fiction and 
non-fiction, so each child will be able to find a book suitable for 
them from our award-winning collections:
• Dolphin Readers
• Classic Tales
• Oxford Read and Discover
• Oxford Read and Imagine
• Dominoes
• Oxford Bookworms Library

Convenient bookmark shaped Reading Guides offer a simple way to select titles that correspond to each unit of 
Brighter Ideas. 
Download the full set of Reading Guides from www.oup.com/elt/recommendedreaders

Further resources8

Oxford Read and Discover
Level 6

Oxford Bookworms Library
Level Starter

Oxford Read and Discover
Level 5

Oxford Read and Imagine
Level 5

Oxford Read and Discover
Level 4

Oxford Read and Imagine
Level 4

Oxford Read and Discover
Level 3

Oxford Read and Imagine
Level 3

Oxford Read and Discover
Level 2

Classic Tales
Level 2

Oxford Read and Discover  
Level 1

SYLLABI & SAMPLES 
AVAILABLE AT 

www.oup.com/elt

SYLLABI & SAMPLES 
AVAILABLE AT 

www.oup.com/elt

SYLLABI & SAMPLES 
AVAILABLE AT 

www.oup.com/elt

SYLLABI & SAMPLES 
AVAILABLE AT 

www.oup.com/elt

SYLLABI & SAMPLES 
AVAILABLE AT 

www.oup.com/elt

SYLLABI & SAMPLES 
AVAILABLE AT 

www.oup.com/elt

Oxford Read and Imagine
Level 1

Reading Guides Reading Guides Reading Guides Reading Guides Reading Guides Reading Guides

Reading Guides Reading Guides Reading Guides Reading Guides Reading Guides Reading Guides

1 1 1 1 1 1

Using Graded Readers with Brighter Ideas
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Teaching English to Young Learners is 
a course for all teachers of primary age 
students. It aims to provide teachers 
with the knowledge and skills needed 
to support young learners through the 
delivery of engaging and motivating 
lessons.

Into the Classroom is a series of 
short, practical guides focused 
on a methodology or technique 
with ideas to help you introduce 
it into your classes. 

Oxford Teachers’ Academy: 
Teaching English to Young Learners

A range of professional development 
titles to support your teaching.

Starters, Movers, Flyers

LEVELS 1–5 available

Oxford Children’s Picture Dictionary Get Ready for … 2nd edition

Oxford Skills World Oxford Grammar for Schools

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

A first dictionary for 
young learners, this 
beautifully illustrated 
topic-based dictionary 
contains over 850 
words and 40 topics. 
Available in print and 
interactive e-Book.

A six-level, paired skills series for lower primary and upper 
primary that focuses on developing students’ receptive and 
productive skills.

A five-level series with 
clear explanations and 
communicative activities 
that helps young learners 
and teenagers understand 
and practise grammar.
Each level in the series 
covers all the grammar 
students need to know 
for the Cambridge English 
Qualifications:

Level 1 – Pre A1 Starters
Level 2 – A1 Movers
Level 3 – A2 Flyers
Level 4 – B1 Preliminary 
for Schools
Level 5 – B1 Preliminary 
for Schools

Motivating and 
comprehensive 
preparation for the 
Cambridge English 
Qualifications Young 
Learners exams.
This series supplements 
any coursebook and is 
ideal for use in class or 
self-study at home.

Supplementary Material
The most trusted materials for learners of English



Brighter Ideas is a seven-level course for students learning 
English from Primary Grade 1 to Primary Grade 6, and also has a 
Starter level which aims to bridge the gap between pre-school 
and Primary Grade 1.
The course has a contemporary approach, enhanced by 
enquiry-based teaching methodology and combining a 
high-level grammar and vocabulary syllabus with Brighter Skills.
The context for Brighter Ideas is a fictional online space, The Big 
Question website, and its online community of child characters. 
Just as this group of characters are inspired to examine 
questions about the world around them, gather information and 
find answers, so too are students in the Brighter Ideas classroom. 
The course empowers students not only to acquire information, 
but to contribute to this information, sharing their own opinions 
and experience, and thinking beyond their normal perspectives.
The syllabus of Brighter Ideas has been specifically designed 
to encompass the language and skills requirements of the 
Cambridge English Qualifications Young Learners and Trinity 
GESE examinations, with in-built key milestones which mark the 
point at which students are considered prepared to enter these 
external exams.
While the syllabus is fast-paced and comprehensive, lessons 
are carefully staged, the approach to practice and recycling 
is thorough, and the methodology is clear and supportive for 
teachers and students alike. The course allows the students to 
achieve, and, at the same time, places importance on the fun and 
enjoyment of learning at primary school. Brighter Ideas has a fresh, 
modern look and feel, and takes into consideration the interests, 
pastimes and penchant for all things digital of children today.
Brighter Ideas also places a strong emphasis on literacy, with the 
inclusion of a wide variety of text types. In addition, importance 
is given to the development of the whole child, through the 
incorporation of rich cultural input, the highlighting of values, 
cross-curricular content, and opportunities for student-centred, 
project-based learning.
Brighter Ideas is full of big questions and ideas! The course’s 
up-to-date suite of learning and teaching materials includes 
innovative, course-specific video material on the Classroom 
Presentation Tool, as well as a specialized discussion board in the 
Classroom Presentation Tool to bring to life the Big Question in 
every unit.

Introduction10

About Brighter Ideas
What is the Big 
Question?
Concept
At the beginning of every unit the Big Question is posted on 
the fictional The Big Question website, which is at the heart 
of the course. An online community of children then take it 
in turns to answer this question. This online community is 
made up of eight main course characters, who contribute 
regularly throughout Levels 5 and 6 of the course, as well as 
a range of one-off characters, including children from the 
wider international community. The child characters post their 
answers to the Big Question at set points throughout the unit 
and share something to support their answer. 
The home page of The Big Question website greets the students 
in Lesson 1. Here the new Big Question for the unit is posed, 
and answer posts from the coming unit are previewed with 
images and captions. The largest image is the Big Picture which 
accompanies and illustrates the star post answer for the unit. 
The Big Picture is linked thematically to the short film which 
the star post child shares to support their answer to the Big 
Question. It aims to inspire the students and generate ideas 
before watching the video. 
Lesson 1 also provides an opportunity for the students to start 
thinking about their own ideas for the Big Question. Their 
answers are recorded on the Big Question board and revisited at 
the end of the unit.
In Lesson 2, a main course character posts their answer to the 
Big Question and supports this answer with pictures (depicting 
the first vocabulary set of the unit) and a song (practising the 
vocabulary). This same child also engages in an online chat 
related to their post (with another member of the community) 
in Lesson 3. The chat box dialogue forms the presentation of the 
first grammar structure of the unit.
In Lesson 4, another main course character posts their answer 
to the Big Question, again supporting this answer with images 
(depicting the second vocabulary set of the unit). This child 
also invites another main course character to play the website 
online game The Big Quest, in which all the continuity characters 
appear as game-playing avatars across the eight units.
Lesson 5 focuses on presentation and practice of the second 
grammar structure of the unit, and does not include an answer 
to the Big Question.
In Lesson 6, a different main course character posts their answer 
to the Big Question and supports this with a text containing rich 
and engaging content. This is the basis for the cross-curricular 
lesson in the unit.
In Lesson 7 a child from the wider international community 
shares a text from their culture or context that relates to the Big 
Question. Lesson 8 continues to explore the theme with a video 
presentation followed by audio input from children around the 
world. These lessons explore themes related to the Big Question 
from an international perspective, enabling children to expand 
their own ideas about answers. 



The final answer to the Big Question appears in Lesson 9, where 
a main course character also posts a short text explaining their 
answer. This text provides a model for the students’ own writing 
in the lesson.
In Lesson 10, the students recap all six example answers to 
the Big Question provided by the unit, and compare these 
with their ideas for answers from Lesson 1 on the Big Question 
CPT discussion board. They have an opportunity to reflect on 
the answers and choose the one they feel best answers the 
question for them. They can also now add to their list or expand 
upon their earlier answers, using the content and language they 
have learned. 
The message is clear: there are many ways to answer a Big 
Question!

Characters
The main continuity course characters in Brighter Ideas Levels 5 
and 6 are a group of eight ‘real-world’ children, who are friends 
through The Big Question website. These are Bella, Jack, Celia, 
Oli, Nancy, Rami, Fatima and Tomas. Profile photos of these 
characters appear next to their answer to the Big Question 
whenever they post. 
As well as posting answers to the Big Question, these characters 
also play an online game on the website called The Big Quest. To 
play the game, they all have avatars. The game is the context for 
the unit stories.
The eight real-world characters and their corresponding avatars 
are introduced in the Starter Unit of Brighter Ideas Level 5.
Also part of the online community are the children awarded 
the star post on the website home page. We see each of these 
characters in Lessons 1 and 3. They are the narrators of the star 
post videos in Lesson 1, which they sometimes also appear in, 
and are shown in a profile photo next to their star post answer. 
In Lesson 3, they are shown in a text message discussion with a 
course character, showcasing the grammar for that lesson.
In Lessons 7 and 8 students have a chance to hear perspectives 
from children around the world. Lesson 7 focuses on one child, 
who shares an aspect of their culture via a text, for example, a 
website. In Lesson 8 a child or children in a different country 
present an aspect of their lives and culture via video clips and 
voiceover. This is followed by a listening activity featuring 
different children talking about the topic from multiple 
countries. These are linked to photos, bringing a strong visual 
dimension to the cultural exchange. 

Joining The Big Question online 
community
The Big Question website in the Brighter Ideas course is a fictional 
website. However, today’s modern educational technology means 
that students have plentiful opportunities to create and become 
active members of their own Big Question online community. The 
course encourages this, and fully supports digital collaborative 
learning. See the digital collaborative learning section of this 
introduction for further information.
Students can also share ideas safely via the Go Pangea platform 
with other Brighter Ideas users around the world. There are 
additional questions and topics that complement the Brighter 
Ideas syllabus. Students can contribute written answers and 
photographs to develop their written communication and 
digital literacy skills. Sharing ideas with students around the 
world in a safe environment is motivating and helps to widen 
their horizons.
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Learning with Brighter Ideas
Brighter Skills
The children in our classrooms today need to develop the skills to 
help them to succeed in the thriving information age. Brighter Ideas 
brings these skills to the forefront, with special emphasis placed on 
critical thinking, communication, collaboration and creativity.

Critical Thinking
Today’s children need to not only gain information, but to fully 
engage with it, process it and question it. Critical-thinking skills 
help children to do things such as determine facts, classify, order 
and prioritize information, make predictions and comparisons, 
reason logically and solve problems.
Brighter Ideas encourages students to think deeply and 
assess information comprehensively. Throughout every unit, 
questions labelled Think  encourage students to apply their 
own experience and opinions. In addition, questions labelled 

Think, pair, share!  allow students the opportunity to firstly reflect 
quietly and establish their own viewpoint and ideas, before they 
exchange these with other members of the group.

Communication
Language is, of course, all about communication. In order to 
communicate well, students need to be able to listen, speak, 
read and write effectively. Brighter Ideas offers students plentiful 
opportunities to develop these essential four skills. Oral practice 
of new language is paced carefully in controlled practice and freer 
practice stages, and throughout every unit, questions labelled 

Communicate  give students a real purpose for sharing information 
and ideas. Extensive and intensive reading and listening skills are 
given emphasis in Lessons 7 and 8. And Lesson 9 is a specifically 
designated writing development lesson with a special focus on key 
features of specific text types.
The specialized communication skills which students need to 
develop in order to sit the Cambridge English Qualifications A2 
Flyers Speaking exam are fully demonstrated and practised in 
the last section of the course book. The exam practice section 
includes targeted tips, many of which train students to employ 
useful strategies for effective communication. Furthermore, 
the Brighter Ideas Classroom Presentation Tool also promotes 
computer literacy, preparing students for the demands of the 
information age.



Collaboration
Collaboration requires direct communication between students, 
which strengthens the personal skills of listening and speaking. 
Students who work together well not only achieve better 
results, but also gain a sense of team spirit and pride in the 
process. Brighter Ideas encourages collaboration in every lesson, 
with students working together in pairs, small groups or as an 
entire class. Throughout the course, the last exercise in Lesson 5 
provides supportive collaboration practice.
In addition, the three student-centred projects and the 
Community Task at the end of Lesson 9 provide ideal 
scenarios for student collaboration. To participate in these 
activities, students need to learn to take turns, listen to others 
and acknowledge their contributions, and share credit for 
good ideas, etc. Key opportunities for developing skills of  
collaboration are highlighted with the Collaborate  label.

Creativity
Creativity is extremely important in a child’s education. It is 
widely accepted that creative activities develop attention skills 
and promote emotional development. Students who are able 
to exercise their creativity are also better at making changes and 
solving problems, as they have learned not only to come up 
with new ideas, but to evaluate them and make choices. 
Brighter Ideas encourages creativity throughout each unit 
by allowing students the freedom to offer ideas and express 
themselves without judgement. The course also includes 
numerous targeted activities with the specific aim of inspiring 
the students creatively, particularly as part of the cross-curricular 
and writing lessons, and termly projects. 
Key opportunities for developing creativity are highlighted with 
the Create  label.

Enquiry-based learning
True enquiry-based learning puts students right at the centre 
of their own education. The process begins with a real-world 
topic and the teacher acts as a facilitator, guiding the students 
to identify their own questions, and then seek information, 
working together to find solutions.
Brighter Ideas takes from this approach key elements most 
appropriate for the ability of students of this level. The course 
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balances the benefits of enquiry-based learning with the 
practical realities of EFL teaching and students’ other very 
real needs, taking into consideration requirements such as a 
language syllabus matched to external examinations. 
While students are given the freedom to bring to the instruction 
their own thoughts, opinions and ideas, and encouraged to 
build essential skills in communication and collaboration, a 
supportive structure for learning ensures they are linguistically 
equipped to fulfil tasks, and that their language goals are 
reached.
Brighter Ideas supports enquiry-based learning in that it 
maximizes student involvement, encourages collaboration and 
teamwork, and promotes creative thinking. Students employ 
the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing as 
they reflect on questions about the world around them, gather 
information and find answers. 
The course teaches students to be inquiring and curious 
by example. Each unit revolves around a Big Question on a 
specific theme. The Big Question is broad, open-ended and 
thought-provoking, appealing to children’s natural curiosity. 
Through the series of possible answers to the Big Question, 
which head up lessons at key points throughout each unit, 
students learn that one question can have many answers. In 
addition, they are invited to think about the way that they 
personally can best answer the question. Students’ answers can 
be recorded on the Big Question board.

Project-based learning
Project-based learning is a style of enquiry-based learning. 
It is student-centred and hands-on. Students are not simply 
provided with knowledge or facts in a traditional way, but 
acquire a deeper knowledge through active exploration of a 
real-world challenge, working together for an extended period 
of time to investigate information and making their own choices 
in the ways they respond to it.
The benefits of project work in language learning are manifold. 
In particular, it involves the kinds of activities that children 
typically like doing, such as finding out about interesting topics, 
inventing and making things, talking about themselves and 
working together. This, of course, gives rise to heightened 
motivation in the classroom. 
Project work is also suitable for different levels, allowing individual 
students to take on different roles with varying degrees of 
challenge. This is an ideal way to cater for mixed-ability classes, 
as well as different kinds of learning styles. Project work presents 
the ideal opportunity for the development of the Brighter Skills 
of critical thinking, communication, collaboration and creativity. 
Cross-curricular links, especially with science and art, also naturally 
occur, allowing students to connect new knowledge with prior 
knowledge and experience, and in this way facilitating deep 
learning.
Recognizing the importance of project-based learning and 
its close relationship to enquiry-based learning, Brighter Ideas 
includes three Big Projects – after units 3, 6 and 8 of the course. 
The projects are carefully staged to enable students to make the 
most of the opportunity to develop Brighter Skills, while at the 
same time benefiting fully in terms of English language practice. 
The projects are supported by a blended presentation, with 
input from the Classroom Presentation Tool, clear project 
stages in the Class Book and support in the Activity Book. 
This provides a framework for students to work with their 
peers to stage and present their projects. An activity on 
the Classroom Presentation Tool reviews key language. 



Differentiated teaching notes in the Teacher’s Guide allow 
flexibility, depending on the needs of the specific group. The 
project stages are set out on the Classroom Presentation Tool, 
to help students understand and anticipate the elements of the 
project, reinforcing activated learning. Setting clear instructions, 
establishing learning goals, and ending with the My Progress 
activity are part of the Assessment for Learning methodology 
which underpins Brighter Ideas.  
The students work through the project structure in the Class 
Book and Activity Book, which guides them in organizing 
and contributing their ideas, and in working collaboratively. 
The Think about it stage inspires the students to draw on their 
own experiences and opinions, awakening their interest and 
generating ideas for the coming project. The Find out stage 
places the students in the role of researcher, asking them to 
acquire knowledge for their project by conducting a survey 
within their project group. The Choose stage uses their skills 
of collaboration as well as critical-thinking skills to summarize, 
compare and evaluate the information they have gathered, and 
make their own choices for the information they will use in their 
project work. Each project is supported with an English in Use 
input, provided on the Classroom Presentation Tool, which lets 
students practise functional language relevant to the project 
work. This language gives meaningful interaction, promoting 
confidence and fluency. 
Brighter Ideas ensures the students have the language tools 
necessary to take part in the decision-making and discussion 
phases of the project. Their skills of creativity are developed 
in the Create activity, where the productive stages are broken 
down into achievable tasks. Students have the option to 
choose different roles within their groups. The projects as a 
whole provide valuable opportunities to develop key skills, 
such as communication and collaboration, giving the students 
a meaningful framework to discuss and share their ideas in 
English. In the final Present and share stage, the students develop 
presentation skills, which are of particular value in developing 
real-life communication skills.
The projects can be used flexibly, depending on the time 
available. The Community Tasks that end each Lesson 9 in the 
Activity Book provide an opportunity for a shorter collaborative 
task using the students’ own writing work as a starting point. 
These tasks, scaffolded on the page and supported in the 
Teacher’s Guide, include information-gathering outside the 
classroom to practise research and thinking strategies, and 
emphasize presentation and communication skills. 

Literacy
In the information age, students have to be able to work 
effectively with information. Their need to comprehend 
and interpret written information, as well as communicate 
successfully in writing themselves, has never been quite so 
prevalent. The Brighter Ideas coverage of literacy development 
is, therefore, wide.
Lesson 7 of each core unit of Brighter Ideas has the specific aim 
of teaching literacy and reading skills. Reading texts presented 
by children from around the world, show many types of written 
communication, ranging from the informal, personal tone of 
text messages to the more fact-based content of an information 
website, as well as articles, guidebooks, and more. 
The information age has brought with it new ways to read 
and write, necessitating the need for 21st century technology 
literacy skills. Brighter Ideas Level 5 has provision for developing 
these skills. Digital texts such as websites and blog posts are 
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included in the range of text types exemplified and analysed 
in the course. The cross-curricular lessons also help to develop 
this knowledge with a focus on, for example, internet safety. 
By learning to understand how to evaluate today’s new 
information, as well as how to use specific tools to communicate 
safely and effectively, students can embrace new technology 
and be inspired to learn.
The follow up activities help them to read the text more closely 
and engage fully with the content.
Lesson 9 is devoted to developing the students’ own writing 
skills and includes a short reading text providing a model, a 
focus on a different specific writing sub-skill in each unit, and 
guided steps to help students plan and prepare for writing a 
personalized text related to the unit theme. 

Digital collaborative 
learning
What is digital collaborative learning?
Digital collaborative learning involves students sharing their 
work online or working together on group online projects as 
a means to gain a genuine audience. This can be easily and 
practically achieved through the use of a class blog, which 
requires basic technology skills to create and manage, and very 
little time to maintain.
The scale of digital collaborative learning can vary greatly 
depending on the reach of the class blog. At the lesser end of 
the scale, teachers can set up a class blog to bring together 
individual students and their work within just one class. There is 
then scope for this class blog to be linked to another class blog 
within the same school. The reach can be further extended if 
the blog is linked to class blogs from other schools in the same 
country. It can of course become global if it is linked to other 
classes across the world. 
Setting up a class, inter-class, school or inter-school blog can 
be simplicity itself, with ready-made templates available to use 
on the internet, and extensive online advice and support about 
setting up your blog, maintaining it and getting the most out of 
it. All this information is also available via online teacher training 
videos.



What are the benefits?
The educational benefits of digital collaborative learning are 
numerous.

The work that students share is varied. This can include many 
different types of writing, as well as other types of production 
such as artwork, project work and video. This has great value 
as it increases students’ digital literacy and promotes students’ 
competence in learning to learn, cultural awareness and 
expression, and most notably digital competence.
The stages that this style of learning encompass are also 
important to developing Brighter Skills. Students need to use 
skills of critical thinking and creativity to produce the work they 
aim to share. Working together or contributing their thoughts 
and ideas to respond to the work of others develops skills of 
collaboration and, of course, the class blog provides the perfect 
platform for real communication.
The genuine audience at the heart of digital collaborative 
learning can increase student engagement and motivation 
immeasurably. Not only are students aware of this audience 
when producing their work, but the comment function 
common to blogs means that they are able to receive real 
feedback from their peers.
In addition, the class blog can be shared with parents and 
guardians to further increase students’ motivation and to 
strengthen the link between school learning and home.

Opportunities in Brighter Ideas 5
As well as the benefits described above, digital collaborative 
learning is very relevant to the overall methodology and 
underlying concept of the Brighter Ideas course. Notably it 
provides a means for students to become members of their own 
Brighter Ideas online community.
Setting up a class blog means that students in Levels 5 and 6 
can post their own answers to the Big Question, just like the 
course characters. The best opportunity for this is at the end 
of each unit, where students are asked which example answer 
post was their favourite and encouraged to answer the question 
for themselves. Teachers can assist the students to write their 
answer as a real post in English and upload it to a class, inter-
class, school or inter-school blog, on which students have the 
ability to comment on each other’s posts. 
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It is also possible to include other kinds of production on a class 
blog. Teachers can record students singing the unit songs or 
film the final productive stages of the Big Projects to share via 
the blog. In addition, there is the potential to digitally create 
and post the Community Task projects in Lesson 9 of the 
Activity Book.
The internet is an exciting teaching resource, but it is also 
an unknown environment which requires judicious use. The 
following guidelines can help keep students safe online:
• Ensure your school has already communicated an e-safety 

policy with students and teachers.
• Use child-safe search engines and blogging websites 

recommended for schools and children, and check out their 
authenticity carefully. 

• Make use of the moderation tools and privacy settings 
offered by websites.

• Talk to your students about e-safety and warn them against 
sharing personal details such as addresses and passwords. 
Establish a set of rules with the class before you begin.

• Keenly monitor students’ activity on the computer during 
the lesson.

Vocabulary and grammar
Brighter Ideas is a high-level English course and therefore 
incorporates a greater amount of vocabulary and a wider 
range of grammatical structures than would be expected in a 
mainstream English language course. The language syllabus for 
Brighter Ideas Levels 5 and 6 has been specifically designed in 
line with the syllabus of the Cambridge English Qualifications A2 
Flyers examination, so that students are considered prepared to 
sit the exam by the end of Primary 6.
In Brighter Ideas Level 5, ten new core items of vocabulary are 
presented in Lesson 2 of each unit, with a further six core words 
taught in Lesson 4. Before new vocabulary is presented, the 
students are encouraged to brainstorm words related to the 
theme that they already know, in order to activate and share 
their background knowledge. Once the core vocabulary has 
been presented, they then have the opportunity to compare 
their own words with the ones provided. This approach to 
presenting vocabulary promotes the development of critical-
thinking skills. 
In addition to the new core vocabulary, new words are also 
presented in order to facilitate understanding and practice in 
the cross-curricular lesson of each unit.
Each unit of Brighter Ideas Level 5 also presents and practises 
two new core grammatical structures. The first of these 
core structures is presented through a chat room dialogue 
in Lesson 3. The second is presented in the context of the 
story through example sentences in Lesson 5. In both lessons, 
attention is paid to meaning and usage of the new language. 
Clear grammar tables also provide a focus on form, and the 
language within the tables is activated in the first controlled oral 
practice activity. This then builds to a further speaking activity, 
which develops communicative skills. 
Lessons 3 and 5 include grammar animations, intended to 
provide further support for students on their learning journey. 
The animations follow four robots, Rusty, Clunky, Blinky and 
Dinky, who explore the world and things around them at the 
same time as the students. The robots have very different 
personalities, and it is their differences that make them good 
friends. They start every animation having made an item in their 
factory, which leads them on fun learning journeys that will 
both entertain and educate the students watching.



Students are invited to personalize the grammar they have 
learned in the Extra Grammar Practice activities provided 
on pages 110–117 of the Activity Book. Grammar Reference 
pages, complete with targeted practice, are also provided at 
the end of the Activity Book. All the grammar from the unit is 
thoroughly reviewed at the end of each unit via the interactive 
Review video.
Additional practice is also provided with Consolidation and 
Extension Grammar and Vocabulary worksheets for each unit via 
the Teacher’s Resource Centre on Oxford Hub.

Skills
As a global course for English in the 21st century, Brighter 
Ideas offers students plentiful opportunities to become 
effective listeners, speakers, readers and writers with the aim 
of developing strong communication skills. The Class Book, 
Classroom Presentation Tool and Activity Book work closely 
together to develop the four skills. 

Listening
All new language is presented for aural recognition with clear 
models on the Classroom Presentation Tool Class Book and 
Activity Books on-screen. Listening to songs, stories, and culture 
texts also helps the students internalize the language and 
exposes them to native speaker pronunciation. In addition, 
frequent opportunities for ‘real’ listening are provided to 
consolidate new grammar in the Activity Book, and in the 
extensive and intensive listening practice in the Lesson 8 culture 
lesson.
Lesson 8 provides Listening practice supported by engaging 
visuals from different countries and contexts. The targeted 
listening skills work in lesson 8 always includes some work 
on listening for gist, or general idea plus a sub-skills focus, 
prompting students to listen for descriptions, or key words, for 
example, to tie in with the visual cues on the Class Book page. 

Speaking
Throughout the course, attention is paid to the development 
of both accuracy and fluency. Spoken accuracy is developed 
through controlled oral activities which involve essential 
repetition of new language, but also have meaning and 
purpose, and encourage personalization. In each Lesson 10, 
the interactive Review video also provides thorough aural and 
oral practice of the grammar from each unit in a unique and 
engaging way.
Brighter Ideas also allows the students frequent opportunities 
to draw on the whole of their productive repertoire. Fluency 
and confidence in speaking are promoted by the possibilities 
for teacher-led discussions. These can be done via Think tasks, 
the regular Think, pair, share! questions, and the collaborative 
Big Projects. In addition, there are numerous contexts which 
children can easily relate to and suggestions for teacher-led 
discussions provided in the teaching notes.
Lesson 8 in the Activity Book provides students with a range 
of tools and strategies for organizing their ideas to prepare for 
a spoken presentation. Each lesson features a different style 
of graphic organizer: a mind map, a tree diagram, etc. to allow 
students to try out different ways of structuring their thoughts. 
Individual learners can adapt the strategies to suit their learning 
style and start to assemble a personal tool kit that they can build 
on in further studies. 
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Reading and Writing
Students learning English at a higher level need to be able to 
make good progress quickly with regard to reading and writing. 
Brighter Ideas takes a systematic approach to these skills to allow 
this to happen. A model of the written form of new language 
is always presented for the students to read before they write 
it themselves. The Classroom Presentation Tool vocabulary and 
grammar games provide a helpful bridge between the Class 
Book and the Activity Book in this respect, as the students 
practise new language in conjunction with the written word as 
a whole class and with the support of the teacher, before they 
progress to the more independent reading and then writing 
activities in the Activity Book.
Brighter Ideas also prepares students to develop techniques 
to help them become better readers through the pre-reading 
tasks in the cross-curricular and literacy lessons (Lessons 6 and 
7 of each unit). These help them activate their own background 
knowledge, make predictions, and build expectations for what 
they are about to read. Students also practise reading a wide 
variety of different text types, both in the designated literacy 
lessons, but also in the cross-curricular lessons, with reading 
texts such as a leaflet, a set of instructions and an email.
Lesson 7 in the Activity Book provides a targeted opportunity 
to practise and develop reading skills and strategies, building 
up a suite of skills and subskills, and supporting students’ 
autonomous learning inside and outside the classroom.
Students have the chance to ‘unlock’ four bonus stories across 
the level via the Classroom Presentation Tool. These fall at the 
end of unit reviews, and along with bonus songs and games, act 
as a reward for their efforts across the units. These are fun and 
engaging, stimulating students’ critical thinking and problem-
solving skills. They aim to appeal to students who may not 
usually be drawn to reading for pleasure. These stories contain 
brain teasers and riddles to work out as the story progresses. 
Students can interact with the stories, and work with their peers 
to solve the puzzles and clues as they go. 



In the specialized Writing lesson (Lesson 9 of each unit, in the 
Activity Book) students are supported to produce a piece of 
independent writing. The lesson provides a clear model with 
comprehension check, and then foregrounds a writing tip, 
which students can apply to improve their writing style or 
accuracy. They are supported in planning and checking their 
writing, providing a foundation of good writing habits for their 
future learning. Additional practice is also provided with a 
writing worksheet for each unit in the Teacher’s Resource Centre 
on Oxford Hub.
In addition to the skills coverage described above, care has been 
taken to ensure that students preparing for the Cambridge 
English Qualifications examinations develop the required level 
of skills competency, as well as familiarity with examination task 
types. The specific exam preparation and practice lessons at 
the end of the Class Book and Activity Book for the Cambridge 
English Qualifications examinations, as well as the external exam 
materials provided in the Exam Power Pack are provided for this 
purpose.

Pronunciation
All new language presented in Brighter Ideas is provided via 
the Classroom Presentation Tool so that students have a good 
model of native speaker pronunciation to follow. In addition, in 
each Lesson 1 of the Activity Book, Brighter Ideas Level 5 trains 
learners in various important aspects of English pronunciation. 
The students listen to a pronunciation rule, and then have 
opportunity to identify the pronunciation aspects in focus, 
distinguish between them and categorize them, before practising 
them for themselves.

Stories
The unit stories in Brighter Ideas add to the rich context of the 
course and are designed to appeal to today’s children with 
their love of technology and digital games. Each story is set in a 
different world of an online game called Power Up!. 
In each story, two of the main course characters from the online 
community appear as the main story characters in the guise of 
avatars. Upon arriving in the new world, these characters are set 
a challenge which they have to win in order to unlock a new 
world and progress in the game. Their attempts to succeed 
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are invariably hampered by Dr Zeevil, master of tricks and evil 
technology, and his crew of crooked Z-bots. The avatars must, 
therefore, choose from a range of power ups at the start of 
the story to help them to outwit these villains. The power ups 
are Special skills familiar to online gaming, for example, Super 
stretch, Night vision, Anti-gravity, and Shrink and grow. It is up to 
the avatars to decide when to employ the power ups, and also 
whether or not to use the mysterious secret power up, in their 
quest to complete their mission.
The unit stories play an important role with regard to language 
development, as they practise the second vocabulary set from 
the unit, as well as presenting the second grammar structure 
in context.
The student’s first experience of the story is via the Class 
Book. Before they listen and read, they are asked a pre-
reading question so that they can bring their own ideas and 
expectations to the story, a key step in developing literacy skills. 
Checking their ideas to the pre-reading question gives them a 
real reason to listen and read the story the first time.
Afterwards, the students enjoy a full animation of the story on 
the Classroom Presentation Tool, allowing them to immerse 
themselves in the English world of Power Up!. This time, they are 
required to listen for specific information in order to complete 
the follow-up activities in the Activity Book, which check and 
consolidate their understanding of the story.
A home-school activity in the story lessons encourages students 
to share the Class Book stories with their families at home. They 
can be used in different ways according to students’ needs and 
aptitude. This activity may encourage students to read the story 
to someone at home, providing extra reading practice, or to ask 
about an aspect of the story, and get a response from a family 
member. Students can explain the stories in their own language, 
engaging parents and family members in their learning, and 
practising the skills of interpretation and mediation, as they 
transmit ideas from one language to another. 

Cross-curricular learning
Brighter Ideas embraces the opportunity to transfer useful, 
practical English language to a range of different areas of the 
curriculum, including science and social science, art, IT, music 
and maths. The areas chosen reflect and build on the kind of 
subject matter that the students are working with in other 
classes. True to the kind of information which children share or 
find online, the cross-curricular texts in Brighter Ideas often have 
an element of fun and a curiosity factor, as well as educational 
content.
The cross-curricular content of every Lesson 6 in Brighter Ideas is 
delivered through a text shared by the posting child. As well as 
developing reading skills, students are given the opportunity to 
reflect and think deeply about the content, bringing their own 
opinions and ideas to the lesson in the Think, pair, share! stage. 
The follow-up activities then give scope for consolidating and 
extending what they have learned, for incorporating creative 
skills, as well as for developing real-life cross-curricular skills, 
such as learning how to understand the information shown in a 
bar chart.


