A Friendly Guide to ESSay Writing
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/ Easy-to-Follow

Ste

Lesson Process

1. Warm up
A. Talk about the picture and read the essay.

National Geographic Kids
National Geographic Kids is my [vorite website on the [nternet.
It is & wonderful woebsite for children. 1t provides information on

different animals, peaple and ploces.
I like Mational Geographic Kids for two reasons, First of all, there

iy Warm Up

The model essay introduces a writing topic.
tudents talk about the pictures and read the essay.

are a lot of interesting photos on the websiie. | really enjoy looking at
them. Just yesterday, | s2aw a picture of an aurora glowing over
Revkjavik, locland. 1t was amazing. | also saw a photo of a baby bobcat
the other day. [1 was go cube. Secondly, | can practice my English while
having fun on the website. 1 can always read interesting stories
mhout different animals, people and pleces. It also has fun
games in English, and 1 play them often.

I grt on this website every doy alftor | am doeme with
my homework. It is a wonderful website, and 1
like it very much. Il you are as curious o= | am iy
abuiit the warkd, you will ke this webaite.
Log on and have a look today.

B. Discuss the questions about the essay.
1. What is Jens' favorite websile on the Internet?
2. What is the wobsile Be?
3. Why does Jens like the website?
4, Doss Jons recommend it to his frends?

Practice Vocabulary .

Students are provided with
useful vocabulary and
expressions.

Students practice vocabulary
in the topic based sentences.

2. Practice Vocabulary

A, What is your favorite website? Look, choose and complete the senlence.
indormation
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This is my favonte website,
It prowdches information on differsnt
animals, paopla and

O =

G

This is nry favorite website,
It providas virtual
and fun games.

This i my favorite website, This is nry favorite website,
It provickes 1o all It provides a kot of useful
my Science quastions. about my school.
5.
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This & my fawarite weabsite. This i mmy favarite weabsita,
it provides a chitdren's It provides a kot of interestir

to chal with friends o read.

Practice Writing Longer Sentences (g

Students practice writing longer sentences for
more cohesive and fluent writing.

Students practice adding various phrases to

sentences.

Students practice writing compound and complex

sentences.

Seep

My Favorite Website

3. Practice Writing Longer Sentences

A. Choose and complete the sentence. Discuss your cholces.
= g e vl « e chilcings = bor Ty reasins = of Inlensting aremalks
1. | like National Geographic Kigs
2. It is a wonderful website
3. Thera are many photos

4. | can gt a lot of information

« % MCh &% | am  +« &5 CUNOUS A% | am  +« &8 Much as | do = &S mamy QUBShons as | do

&, If you are aboul the world, you will ke lhis webesite,

B, If you like playing games o Wou will like this websita,
7. If you have about science, you will like this website.

B. If you are interasted in comics o pou will like this wabaita,

B. Choose and complete the sentence using after, Discuss your choices,

= | @ cona with mey ormasork;

= | ndehd] SO OSSO D WSDsie

« ha commes homa from work

= | Py ot B TN L e

 you eCnrmi @ recriber

= | i) Pty @ ey vl e

1. | gét on this website évery day after I am done with my hemework
£. You can play games on this website

3. My virtual pat on the wab is happy

4, | got the idea for my science projact

5. Someatimeas, my dad playe games with ma

E. My mom always lells me to get olf the computer




Step

Complete the Essay

Students compile their prewriting and
produce a complete essay.

Students make revisions if necessary.

Welcome to

7. Write Your Ending Paragraph The i B k0 oo st Ehossght o the Vo

A. Read the ending paragraph of the model essay on page 22 again and complete the chart.

Writing Guide Questions Ending FParagraph of the Model Essay
= How often do you get on the I get on this website every day after I am done
websita?

with my homework.
How 30 you ke it?

VWould you mecommend il o
your frienda?

B. Make a plan for the ending paragraph of your essay and compléte the chart.

Writing Guide Questions Ending Paragraph of Your Essay

ety Peszat W'riting -3

= How often do you get on tha
websita?
How do you ke it?

B i 'r r H I r r e widdle par sgrap® e dae s
6. Write Your Middle Paragraph Wy i
: friengs?
A. Read the middle paragraph of the model essay on page 22 aga| e
Writing Guide Questions Middle Faragraph of
= Write the topic sentence. I like National Geegraphic Ki
i First of all, there are a lot of
=Why do you like the website?
Wirite 2 o 3 reasons and the website 8. Complete Your Essay
gxplasn
»» Photocopy the writing task form on page 113 and compléte your essay.
Swal TRM Wribs Enh btk OF yOur #RLSY,
o Beginning Paragragh Lise the chawt in Activity 5C and write i,
feend  Middle Parsgroph L they chaerd im Activity B8 and werite &
Secondly, I con practice my H swoé Ending Persgraoh Liee the: chast In Activiry 7B and writs &
on the website. w5 Revise and Edit Fiaad your 853y And MAKE NECASSANY CRanges.
B. Make a plan for the middle paragraph of your assay and complete the chart.
Writing Guide Question Middle Paragraph of Your Essay
My Naal, Wit 3 & Write tha 1opS BAMTARCA, T ke far FEAtons

=Why do you ke Uhe webate?
4. Practice Writing Details Write 2 or 3 reasons and

expilaen
A. Read the model essay on page 22 again. Match the idea with the details and writd

o | can ahsvays resd inberesting stones aboul different animals. pecpla and
B It WS SO Cute

Catails . | rasly Sy KOk A [ l
d. it al=o has fun gamas in English, and | play tham cfien

& it was amasing

Idea

1. First of all, there are 3 lof of interesting photos on the woebsite

o
2. Just yastarday, | saw a phohune of an aurcra ghowing o Righjavik, Icaland, E -

3. | also saw a photo of a baby bobcat the other day,

4. Becondly, | con practioe rmy English while having lun on the website. %p

3 Pre-write the Essay
B. Choose and write the details of the idea. Make your own sentences for guestion 4. y : > : :
TRt e ke v o e gt « 101 th Koo vy e cct o i e Students discuss their topics and ideas with a partner.

¥ - LI vk by [ | ] X ¥ i s T
& W ES grisil weeShD O Crmn o [0 Fosductles SRl in O fum Qi Osesy Wy

e ioamainss ORI ~ovinios i o Students follow the step-by-step guide for writing the
beginning paragraph, the middle paragraph, and the
ending paragraph.

Idea Details
1. Sciance Made Simpla is my

frvonte websile on tha inberme.

2. i provides answors 10 all nmy
science quastions.

3, It provides wonderful ideas for -

Sl Practice Writing Details
ks raeance | 4 Students practice identifying details in the model essay.

. i - Students practice writing details for the given ideas.




I Strategy 1: Practice Writing Longer Sentences

A key to fluent writing is using a variety of sentences. A paragraph with short
sentences one after another would soon be boring and sound choppy. It is
important for students to practice writing sentences of different length and structure.
Students should practice adding various adverbial phrases, making compound
sentences with coordinating conjunctions, and making complex sentences using
subordinating conjunctions.
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| love Sundays. | get up late.
| read comic books. | love action

| love Sundays because there is no school. In the
morning, | usually get up late. After breakfast,

stories. | go to the park. | play read comic books in my room. | love action stories
basketball there. | jump into ike Iron Man and Spiderman. In the afternoon,

the swimming pool. | watch usually go to the park with my friends. We like to
cartoons. | get ready for school. play basketball there. When the weather is hot, we
Sundays always seem so short. jump into the swimming pool. Before dinner,

| watch cartoons on TV with my brother. Then | get
ready for school the next day. Sundays always
seem so short, and | wish they were longer.
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How to Develop Writing Fluency

= Activities for Writing Longer Sentences

- How to Play a Game

3. Practice Writing Longer Sentences
A. Choose and complete the sentence. Discuss your choices.
+ 10 588 Who goes frst « to start the game  + 10 568 who wins the game  « 1o connect four of them J TEETREE > |In ACIWW}I 3A, students praCtiCE
1. Add up each player's scores - adding adverbial phrases such as
2. Roll the dice :

prepositional phrases, to-infinitives,
and present participial phrases.

3. Spread the game mat on the floor

4, Drop the checkers in the game rack

= with friends * among the players « On the game board » around the world
5. Divide up the game money
6. Move the counter clockwise

7. It is one of the most popular games

8. It is a great game to play

B. Choose and complete the sentence using why. Discuss your choices.

+ everyona fkes i + we play it outside "B > In Activity 3B, students practice making
i iaaprsriace g compound sentences with coordinating

conjunctions such as and, but, for or, nor,
so, and yet. Students also practice making

1. It is a fun and easy game, That is

2. It is an exciting game. That is

3. It s g favilly gare. That s | complex sentences with subordinating
4. It is a spelling game. That is . conjunctions such as after, as, because,
5. It s an active game. That is . before, if, so that, until, when, whenever,
6. Itis a chance game. That is : why, where, and while.




I Strategy 2: Practice Writing Details

Details make writing interesting and worth reading. Readers can
visualize and understand the writing better when the ideas are
further described with details such as facts, examples, and

personal thoughts or feelings.

= Without Details
@
| have three goals this summer.

My first goal is to learn how to
play tennis. My second goal is to
read ten books before the
summer is over. My third goal is
to keep my desk clean.

I T — - - —

= Activities for Writing Details

T — —

= With Details

jF @
|
|

| have three goals this summer. My first goal is to
learn how to play tennis. | am going to sign up for
tennis lessons at the YMCA with my friends. The
lessons will be three times a week. My second goal is
to read ten books before the summer is over. | am
going to visit the city library and check out books
every week. | have already made the list of the books
| want to read. My third goal is to keep my desk
clean. My desk is usually very messy with piles of
things. This summer, | am going to put away my
things right away.
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4. Practice Writing Details

b. | can relate to Aulobots like my friends.
Detalls | . There are 100 many fighting Scenes.

A. Read the model essay on page 72 again. Maich the idea with the details and write the letters.
R e e e | N > In ACtiUiW 4A, students DFECTiCE’: idEﬂfiinﬂQ

the details that further describe the ideas in

d. It is also interasting 1o saa robots transform instantly into cars, tnucks, planes and

olhar ohyects.

Idea Details

1. What | like about the movie is that thosa robots have their own
personalities and characteristics.

2. My favorite transformer robot is Bumblebea becausa he is the
funniest character,

3. The only thing | don’t like about tha movie is that thara is too much
violence.

B. Choose and write the details of the idea. Make your own sentences for question 4.

« They are all classic songs people ke, o Har name i3 Mand, and she wanls 10 De a nun

= My lamily watches this movie at Christmas time. « My favonite song is "Do-Re-Mi.”

» W ahways feel good after watching il v Shié teaches (he children songs and dances.
ldea Details

1. It is a movie about a young woman | *

and a family of seven childran.

2. What | like about the movie is that
thera ané many good songs.

3. Itis a wonderiul family movia.

4. | like everything about the movie.

ttttttttt

the model essay.

> In Activity 4B, students practice writing details
for the given ideas. This will prepare them for
writing details for their ideas when they write
their own essays.



Aurora Borealis over Lake Kleifarvatn, Reykjanes penisnsula, Western Iceland
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Thermal geysers, Reykjahlid/Krafla area, Iceland
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Sample

My Cool Grandpa Paragraph

Topic

Sentence My grandpa 1s my favorite relative, and we share many
things together. When he comes over, I like talking to him a lot.
He likes to listen to the music I like, and he 1s interested 1n the
books I read. It 1s really easy to talk to him about everything like
my school, my friends and my hobbies. Sometimes he tells me
stories about what he did when he was a kid. It 1s always fun to
listen to his adventures. He also takes me to fun places on the
weekends. I like going cross country skiing with him. He 1s the
one who taught me how to ski. I love my grandfather very much,
and I feel very lucky to be his grandson.

Body
Sentences

Closing
Sentence

Sample

Essay
My Cool Grandpa

e He 1s sixty five years old, but he looks like he i1s only fifty. He
=N  [ives not far from my house, so I can see him quite often. Who
sCICEIEUN o) [ talking about? My grandpa! He is my favorite relative, and
he 1s the coolest person I know.

My grandpa and I share many things together. When he
comes over, I like talking to him a lot. He likes to listen to the
music I like, and he 1s interested 1n the books I read. It 1s really
easy to talk to him about everything like my school, my friends

arming up is . ‘ :
}fnportant in _ and my hobbies. Sometimes he tells me stories about what he
everything! Middle did when he was a kid. It 1s always fun to listen to his

Paragraph adventures. He also takes me to fun places on the weekends. 1

like going cross country skiing with him. He 1s really good
because he was a national sk1 champion when he was young. He
1s the one who taught me how to ski.

I love my grandfather very much. He 1s a special person in my
Ending life because he has taught me so much about everything. I feel

Il IE U very lucky to be his grandson.



1. What is an Essay?

An essay is a piece of writing on a specific topic. It usually has three or
more paragraphs. There are three parts to an essay: the beginning,
the middle and the ending.

&. The beginning paragraph introduces the topic of the essay.
The topic sentence of a paragraph develops into the
beginning paragraph of an essay.

b. The middle paragraphs describe the main ideas of the topic.
The body sentences of a paragraph develop into a middle
paragraph with one main idea. The number of middle

paragraphs depends on the number of main ideas you want to
talk about in an essay.

€. The ending paragraph adds one last thought to the topic. The

closing sentence of a paragraph develops into the ending
paragraph of an essay.

2. Thesis Sentence in the Beginning Paragraph

The beginning paragraph is to let the reader know the topic and get him interested in
reading the essay. You start with a few interesting sentences to grab the reader’s attention
and write a thesis sentence which tells what the essay is all about.

Thesis Sentence

He is my favorite relative, and he is the coolest person | know.
of the Sample Essay Y P

Hmmm...




