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How the Writing Tutor Series Develops
Writing Skills

Writing Tutor is a three-level series designed for developing students’ academic
writing skills. The series provides extensive lessons from sentence writing to essay
writing. It can be used independently as an individual textbook. However, it will be
best used in combination with the e-Tutor online writing program.
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Introduction to Writing Tutor 3B

Writing Tutor 3B aims at developing students’ skills for essay writing. In this
book, students can understand different forms of essays and learn to write them.
They can also develop their vocabulary and background knowledge on each topic,
and incorporate them in their writing.



Students will study four parts pertaining to one topic every unit.

Learn about the essay form

Part 1 Prewriting « Gather ideas, listen, and take notes

Practice the key sentence structure

Making an « Understand the essay topic and brainstorm
Part 2 .
Outline « Make a guided outline

. Practice writing the key parts of an essay
Part3 | Making a Draft
Write the 1% draft

Revising and « Revise the sample essay
Part4 .
Proofreading « Revise and proofread the draft

* Each part is designed for a 45-60 minute class

Possible Ways of Using the Book

Independently from e-Tutor online lesson

« General suggestions
Tt is important to understand the writing process and how an essay is organized.
As each unit consists of four parts based on the writing process, the students
should complete their final draft after they go through all the parts.



« Classroom learning guide

1) Introduce the topic of the essay and talk about the questions and the
brainstorming map. Guide the students to take notes on information from the
listening materials and use the information for their writing.

2) Guide the students to understand the organization of the essay. Also, make
sure they understand the essay question correctly in order to write a relevant
response.

3) Use the grammar parts in each unit to get the students to utilize the grammar
knowledge they already have in their actual writing.

4) Provide enough time to brainstorm on the topic since many students have
difficulty gathering ideas and organizing them.

5) Encourage the students to give peer evaluation or self-evaluation using the
checklist in the book.

TTIIPD Together with e-Tutor online lesson

« General suggestions
If students do the e-Tutor online lesson first, and then do the book afterward,
they can complete each lesson on their own. However, it can also be possible
and effective to do the book first and e-Tutor afterward, depending on the level
of the students, school curriculum, or students’ motivation.

« Classroom learning guide

1) Do a general review of the e-Tutor online lesson or lessons which the students
have completed.

2) Review the writing form with the sample writing. The sample is in the book as
well as in the e-Tutor online lesson.

3) Talk about the parts the students have difficulty with, such as the grammar.
Guide the students to complete the parts they can do on their own and check
their answers.

4) Use the quiz and the exercises in the book to review and reinforce what the
students have practiced online.



About the Book

Warm-Up

Talk about students’ experiences or information in
relation to the topic. They can use the questions
in the box as a prompt. It is important to get the
students interested in and to want to write about
the topic.

The students exchange ideas on the topic freely.
They can then use the ideas later when they write
on their own, as well as when they write the given
essay in the book. It is important for the students
to think actively to be a good writer.

Learn About Essay Writing

Have the students read the explanation about
the parts of an essay. Help them understand and
give a few examples.

Talk about the sample essay parts and answer the
questions. Ask the students in pairs or groups to
come up with some examples of the essay parts on
any topic. Have them present their writing to their
classmates and get feedback.
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The students write their own answers individ
and exchange feedback with their partners. The
question types vary throughout the book.




Listen and Gather Ideas

The students listen to a lecture and talk about it
in general: what it is about, what happened, how
it ended. Then, they can find the key information
to answer the questions and fill in the graphic
organizer. The audio file and the transcript of the
lecture are provided on the Compass Publishing
website (http://www.compasspub.com).

Have the students fill in the chart with the
information they have taken notes on. Discuss
what information may be helpful when they write
their own essay on the same topic.

Grammar Practice

Most grammar points in the book are what most
students at this level already know well, so it is
important not to explain the grammar points in
detail. The teacher can start by showing some
example sentences and talk about whether the
sentences are correct or not. Discuss what the
students should be careful about when they use
the grammar in their writing. (There are two
Grammar Practice sections in a unit.)

This exercise is for checking students’ basic
understanding of the grammar point. The students
will use the grammar point when they proofread
their writing. The other grammar exercises in the unit are for applying their
grammar knowledge to their writing.




Make Your Outline

The students read the essay question and learn
how to answer it properly. Have the students
underline the phrases that indicate the key
information they should include in their essay.

The students brainstorm and write their ideas
about the essay question. They can use the ideas
and words in the box.

The students decide the title of their essay and the
thesis statement. Have them look at the question
again and make sure they respond to the question
properly. Then, have them fill in the blanks with
their ideas.

The students write the outline of their essay using
the information they get from the lecture and the
ideas in the brainstorming section. Remind them
of the key parts of a paragraph. Guide them to
decide which is the key point and which supports
the key point or gives examples of it. The teacher
can demonstrate how to organize ideas with one
student’s topic. They can compare their outlines
with the sample essay on the next page.




