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Preface

China’s reach is now so vast that it is no longer necessary to stress its importance. China is no
more a mere option but has become essential for a country’s growth.

Based on the achievements of continuous reforms and opening up, China has become a
bonafide economic powerhouse, and naturally, its international political standing has also
risen, thus becoming a global leader, standing abreast with the United States. China is both an
opportunity and a challenge for those who are facing such huge political and economic realities.

What lies ahead now is how to turn China into a land of opportunity. For that purpose, of
course, a basic understanding of China is a prerequisite. The most important thing when
understanding a nation is to first understand its language since language contains the thoughts
and culture of a nation or a race.

It is desirable to start learning a second language as soon as one’s native language system is
established, unless he or she has a chance to live in that country. This book is the first step in
understanding China and is a must-have item to learn the Chinese language for juniors, who
will become the pillars of society in the future. The authors of this book were students of the
Graduate School of Interpretation & Translation (GSIT) of Hankuk University of Foreign Studies
(HUFS) at the time of writing, each of whom wrote based on their valuable experiences and rich
linguistic knowledge gained through private lessons for children and lectures in middle schools
and private institutions. This book will be a particularly excellent guide for learners who are new
to Chinese as it is designed to stimulate interest in the Chinese language through realistic and
lively content and themes.

We have no doubt that this book, filled with the sincerity of many people, will contribute
to positive exchanges with China in the future and also hope that it will be an opportunity for
many children and students who want to learn Chinese to become acquainted with the Chinese
language.

Professor Kang Jun-young,
Department of Chinese Interpretation and Translation, HUFS




Structure of this Book

Although this book is aimed for a younger audience (elementary or middle school students), it is equipped

with familiar subjects, fun and realistic illustrations, and games for anyone who wants to learn Chinese and

to approach the Chinese language in an easy and fun way. This book is structured as follows:

Main Text

This book is composed of interesting illustrations to learn Chinese
step by step through various situations commonly encountered in
school orin daily life.

Listening Speaking
e ﬂ =
!i“b s ﬂ -

P

B3 =) =a
i

_I T -l
il

sem =

This is the part where you
can check the expressions
learned from the Main Text,
Explanation, and Further
Study section by listening to
native pronunciation.
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Through fun exercises and
activities, you will retain
language knowledge by talking
about yourself.

The Main Text, Explanation, Further Study, Listening, Song/Chant, and

vocabulary are all included.

Explanation / Further Study
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The content is explained in more detail with example sentences for
intensive practice. If you listen and repeat the expressions over and
over, you will find yourself speaking Chinese naturally.

Song / Chant
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This section is designed to have
students take a break from
learning to sing along to a song
or chant to an exciting beat.

What kind of country is our
neighbor China? This section
will help you understand the
parts of Chinese culture we are
most curious about.
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Explanation

.m!

Common greetings

- fRlUH+LBF?

An expression to ask for someone’sname,
whichis answered with, “FoUp A, ”

il to be called...
f+4 what (interrogative)

Further Study

.m!

Ways of greeting vary depending on the other
person or situation, such as i 14! / 47!/
A3 | EmgF!

- BBt

1% is an honorific for 5.

fREsEAL?

- BRHEA.

Etobe../~Etobenot..

- (RREEAR?

'3 comes at the end of a sentence to make
aninterrogative sentence.

- {RRHBEA?

% which...

- BEA

name of country + A citizen of... (country)
¥ A Korean /FE A Chinese
%EE A American / BZ< A Japanese

fRRAENOA?

- fRRABNOA?

An expression used when asking how many
peopleareinafamily, “&” means “to have”
and “J1” means “how many”

- RIRARR.

7% to benot (when negating “&,” add “’&” before
it)

+ Learn numbers from 1to 10

XEfta?

B2

X refers to a nearby object / 3B refers to
adistant object.

- RERNB,

#9 of... (possession)

- XBIENIRE?

#who

+ Learning the names of things

5]

- {iRUE?

UE What about...?

- IRSESKI?

An expression to ask for one’s age. Toa child, ask,
“URSENST? "andtoanadult, ask, “EE A

- Bt +=257, v
fRSFESKT? | talo FLT?
+ Counting numbers over 10
- SKOBNS, « Reading dates and the days of the week

SXILANS?

When reading the date, 22 is usually omitted.
B month/ S date

- SKEMN?

An expression to ask for the day of the week.
Respond by saying, “S X EHAH.”

EH— /28 | 2=/ 2/ 280E /
S8 2R

+ Time-related expressions

fi% the day before yesterday / FFX yesterday /
4% today BEX tomorrow / 5% the day after
tomorrow



- {REW)L?

- fh7EmpIL?

- RENR?

Explanation

Ao

An expression to ask where someoneis.
Respond by saying, “ftb{E4h JHE,”
E tobein (at) / A7E to be not in (at)

An expression to ask forthe time

Further Study

<)L 7 #B)L 7 BIL

here [ there / where

- Reading the time

=5 hour / 43 minute (two o'clockis “Fs2,”
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(8] - B, not ‘=)
H~IE Let’s hurry up to... % ... (minutes) to ... (hour) / % 15 minutes /
MEN=? v % 30 minutes
- IR, PURTEE? - (RNEBIESHESD?
An expression to ask whether someoneisin. Expressions for asking for a phone number
o When the person isin, respond to it by saying, | - Expressions frequently used on the
“BI7E," and when not, respond with, “FI 1z phone
iR, &4 o " Inaphone number, 1 reads as “yao” and 0

-EF-5)l.

—2£ ), amoment, awhile

reads as “ling.”

- REH A7 + Reading monetary amounts
2 want, need Chinese monetary unitsinclude “$8,” “E,” and “43.”
10 - Classifier 158=10%=100%}
g {')ﬁ’ An appropriate classifier should be used ]
’ depending on the object. Be aware of the use of “F” instead of “—.”
AR /PR [ BX ) m A
- fRERAA4? + Colors
B /06 /08 BE/ Hie | KER/
Q - IRERH A2 SRE/RE/E6/ RE | REE/BE

fREMHA?

Respond by saying, “BE¥HE,” and
practice by replacing “B&” with other colors.

- REWIBH A2

Respond by saying, “BeEE BT,

fRCF?

- fRICRAC?

Interrogative sentences can be made with

PR

. m?b

E3 like |
X~T Itistoo... :

. prERE

848 | 242 Aninterrogative sentence
consisting of the “positive + negative” form.

- B 1R EB SR,

DE{i1—#Z ~ PE Let's... together
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O fR&HEX3?

« & can /A& cannot

- —m LB +negatives not at all, never

- &R A Canyou..?

+ Sports K/ TEIK / BEK / HEEK / HiEK / B3K /
EERK/PEK/BE/BK

[ )

\

@iEi, HBIEEAE?

|« IBAE? How canl get there?

- B be far away from
- Expressions indicating direction gij5 /55 / LT/ 2
b ) FwfERaAL

- Expressions used when asking for and giving directions

O Bt A? @ FrILL#EG?

- Etobegoingto ' - AL may / REILUFRAT) may not
« 343 right? .+ IEFE~IRin the middle of (doing sth)
« A8 to not want todo |- ARG Mayl..?

- LU after : - #E / #Etogoin/tocomein
© HBBT R, O fREBRBLLIE,

- ¥ towanttodo /£ *8to notwanttodo
+ B9 of (prepositions of possession)
- Expressions about taste & / % /B8 / Bl / = / SR

- AttB+adjective Ais more...than B

i - AttB+adjective + quantity Ais (more)... than B (quantity)

- BBBMS, |am not taller than him.
- 481 That'sright.

O BRRSELHE?
« Weather expressions i5%/[f% / T/ T /&IX./
BE R/ RR) 2
+ Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter X% / EX /#k X / €%
+ 5l Do not...

O iEFEE—T) L,

+ Expressions using “i§ "
+ =T JLtotry (doingsth)
+ A need not

O frE R TER ETRH?

« A A% BAorB?

+ {+4.B3& when, what time
« OfFift to hear (sth said)

« BUXA~IE Let's...

O (PR EERER?

|« BE can / ARBE cannot
: - MA FIB fromAtoB

|+ AftA? Why?

« g3 but, however

D (FES) LBBHETHA?

- BEHE~, FHETE~ sometimes, at times
» /7 in order to, for the purpose of

« RE~, #~Itis...onlywhen, only if

« 1L to let (sb do sth), to make (sb do sth)

DEETRSHM,

- £5to (sh)

- & totakealook atsth

« Add & (B)” before the indefinite verb of 3 (past tense),
andomit 7.

|+ verb +3+ (object) + 3&%? Didyou...?
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O frigsastit 2Ly

- 8 to give (sth) to (sb) %44 / {44 /| 44
- Z+verbto goto... (dosth)

DRBEARLE!

I« —AFB no sooner had Athan B

- BRSALWD, &/~ other than/along with A, ...also do B

- Saying goodbye | - Idioms (FEi8) AR / W4HE [ NEF/K/ SAFE
'+ M3 until now, up to now
|« IBAE/A What a...! How...! (exclamation)
O HRET O BFRBRLNF,
- 388 B% complements the result of the movement after ' - B can see / BARM cannot see (potential complement)
3 (result complement) . - verb+§3 /A3

WiF /180T [ VzhF | F4F | BE / ORE /W 3
- Z atlast..., finally...

+ i~ #i~ the more..., the more...

' Comparison between degree complements and

« R~ to be about to do sth | potential complements
© ReFEBRE! O 1) LR EFAR?
« ZNARB neither A nor B (appropriate) ' - BiF asif

- sl alittle, abit
« Expressions of opposition

i - Symptoms L% | ftF& | B4 | K1 | G | RFE
|« Prescriptions $T§t /0225 /T | (KR | &R | (5%

- Blessings #{F~ ' - Comparing 7 and 3%
O 1Rz hERFI5? D R HA?

« verb+3Z (experienced action) ' + AZEBeitherAorB

- ®+verb+3d (non-experienced action) i - RE~ER/th regardless of

- 30%R~, #k~ If (subjunctive mood)
« EAR2 similar, no difference
- ABRB—# Aisthe sameasB.

Oitsig
- 5288 to feel, to consider
- B8R to run fast (degree complement)

- i ESHAA? / HEESFM,
- ~fFR severely, seriously

O 1287, TRART,

- AEA, O @~ItisA but...

» XANBbothAand B

- 5432 How muchis this? (how to sellit)

» ¥T)\3f7 20% off (discount)

« Expressions frequently used when buying things

|+ Various Occupations 2/l / =8 | 24t | BE | €2/

AFERG /B | fEitin /&R

. & to be (doing sth) (progressive)

I
I
+

O BXIFTERTA?
- 18 toplan

« X again, once more
- 8% every time, whenever
- RE~E nothing but, only

(D FREA, MRERTF
|« AB~, B~ notonly..., butalso

.« RE~, i@~ not... but

- Ix#8 Expressions to refer to various objects and food
- Expressions frequently used for the New Year



Name: Mina

Age: 13 yearsold
Nationality: Korean
Gender: Female
Hobby: Making friends

Personality: She’s bright and cheerful, and
easily gets along with anyone.
She’s a girl who likes Chinese
and is very interested in Chinese
culture.

Name:Along

Age: 13 years old
Nationality: Chinese
Gender: Male

Hobby: Listening to music

Personality: He likes to exercise and likes to
help others, which makes him
very popular among his friends.
He helps Mina a lot.

Name: Minju

Age: 13yearsold

Nationality: Korean

Gender: Female

Hobby: Reading

Personality: She is Mina’s best friend and has
a gentle and kind personality.
She also likes to read and knows

alot, considered to be a walking
encyclopedia among her friends.
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What is Chinese?

How to say Chinese in Chinese?

China is a multi-ethnic country that consists of 56 ethnic groups. Among them, the Hanzd (I,
Han people) accounts for 94% of the population of China, and the remaining 55 are ethnic minorities.
Accordingly, the language spoken by the Hanzu, who make up the majority of the population, became the
standard language, and it came to be called “Hanyt (7XiF, the language of the Han people).” Foreigners also
call it “Zhonggudhua (FPEIE).”

Chinese characters - Hanzi (X5F)

Hanzi is an ideograph. Characters do not stand for sounds but instead represent an idea. Therefore,
for the word “A,” although we may not be able to pronounce it, we understand its meaning to be “tree.”
Chinese characters used in several Asian countries, and those used in China have different shapes because
the Chinese use Jiantizi (fij{£<, Simplified Chinese characters) for easy and convenient modification of the
complex strokes of Fantizi (%{£5, Standard Chinese). However, Taiwan and Hong Kong still use Standard

Chinese. That is, Jidntizi is a simplified version of Fantizi.

Pronunciation and Tones

The pronunciation of the Chinese language we are learning is written in “Hanyl Pinyin (X if##&, Chinese
phonetic alphabet, Chinese Pinyin).” It is the Romanized spelling of the Chinese characters. And in Chinese,

every character has a pitch, which is called “Shéngdiao (71, tone)” There are four tones in Chinese.

Are you sure it's Chinese?

Each province in China has its own dialect called “Fangyan (775).” The Chinese dialects are so strong that
sometimes people from different regions cannot communicate with each other at all.
So the Chinese government promotes the learning of PUtonghud (&), the official language of China in

addition to their dialects. The Chinese language we are currently learning now is Pitonghua.

Word order in Chinese

One of the biggest differences between Korean, Japanese, and Chinese languages is the word order.

Unlike Korean and Japanese, the basic word order in Chinese is “subject + predicate + object.”
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