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Independent Writing Questions (Prompts]

1. It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in
books.” Do you gain knowledge from experience or gain knowledge
Art, History & from books? In your opinion, which source is more important? Why?
Culture (Knowledge from experience/Knowledge from books...)

2. If you could travel back in time to meet a famous person from history,
(Defend an Opinion) 4 i 0

what person would you like to meet? Use specific reasons and examples
to support your choice. (A famous person from history | would like to
meet...)

3. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing
games teaches us about life. Use specific reasons and examples to
Lifestyle & support your answer. (Playing games teaches us about life...)

: 4. Some people think that children should begin their formal
Educathn education at a very early age and should spend most of their time on
(Agree or Disagree) school studies. Others believe that young children should spend most

of their time playing. Compare these two views. Which view do you agree
with? Why? (A suitable time for children to start their formal education)

5. We all work or will work at our jobs with many different kinds of people.
Careers What characteristic makes people the most successful? Use reasons
(Explain the Importance) and specific examples to explain why this characteristic is important.
(A characteristic that makes people successful...)

o

Many parents like for their children to learn sports at an early age. In
your opinion, what is the best sport for young children to learn? Use
specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

Physical Education
(Defend an Opinion)

7. Reading books and stories is more enjoyable than watching movies.
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Lifestyle & 8. Governments should tear down the older parts of big cities to build
new apartments and office spaces. Use specific reasons to support

¥ DEIEty _ your answer.

(Agree or Disagree) 9. When people move to another country, it is better for them to follow
the customs of the new country rather than to follow the customs of
their own country. Use specific reasons to support your answer.

TEC"II'IOIOSY in 10. More and more schools are buying computers for classrooms. Why is

. it important for schools to teach children through lessons or projects

Education '

) using computers? Use reasons and specific examples to explain why
(Explain the Importance) computers are important in today’s schools.
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Practice writing about familiar topics. Try to write within a 30 minute time limit.

TOEFL® iBT Independent Writing Process

(1) Read the question carefully and understand the task.

(2) Make a mind map or an outline.

(3) Study your mind map or outline and decide on a thesis statement.

(4) Make sure that the topic sentences for the body paragraphs support the thesis statement.
(5) Make sure that all supporting ideas relate to the topic.

(6) Add more details if necessary.

State an opinion or preference, and then support it with evidence and/or details. Your evidence
and details should be given in a coherent way.

. As practice, ask yourself questions such as:

Did | complete the task?

Did | write clearly?

Did | make any grammatical errors?

Did | use words correctly?

Did | organize my ideas clearly and coherently?
Did | use the time effectively?

e & & o &

Study model essays.

. Study the principles and/or useful language of the essay types.

. Monitor the progress of your writing practice. One way to do this is to ask for feedback

from friends, tutors, or teachers. Teachers can use the TOFEL® iBT Writing Scoring Guide to
evaluate your practice.

Practice your writing skills on various on-line writing practice.

Write cohesively and concisely.

9. Use sentence structures and vocabulary you know to be correct.

100

Check your grammar.



This step includes the basic skills as well as the essential key points required in the
new TOEFL® iBT Writing. Students will come to understand the necessary techniques

by going through them in the form of quizzes.
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The process of
Independent Essay Writing,
and question related to
the basic structure of an
essay, will be shown as
follows.
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Independent Writing Questions [1-14)
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In Step 2, the following will be developed in the same manner through 5 different

essay questions.

Firstly, this step will help students understand the given essay question, gather
their ideas, and rewrite those ideas into an overall Outline in relation to the Sample

Response.

Secondly, through the acquired knowledge, students will be able to organize their
ideas into an ldea Web and create their own Outline which expands the ideas.

Independent Writing Process

e
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Independent
Writing Process

This picture shows the
step-by-step process of
Independent Essay Writing
in which the following
learning course will take

form.
|
Brainstorming

This section helps with
deciding “What to write
about, and how to write
it.” By looking at the
Sample Idea Web, students
will understand how the
ideas are arranged, and
this will prepare them with
pulling out their own ideas
later on.
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Understanding the question
& Brainstorming

® ®
Writing Revising
a Draft & Editing

e Writing Question (Prompt) 1

2 han bees uakl et swrything fuat i nammed
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Writing Question
(Prompt)

The topics chosen are the
ones that appear
frequently in Independent
Essay Writing, which are
also easily approachable
for beginners. Questions
are evenly chosen among
the fields of Art, History,
Culture, Lifestyle & Living
Environment, Education,
and Career.)
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A This type of question: |
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_mm . e This section helps with
Nowlen building up an effective
\ writing plan considering

the type of the given
question. One of the things
that students have difficulty
with is understanding the
question itself properly,
and this section can be of
assistance.
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[ Outline

This section assists the understanding of how the ideas obtained from Sample
Il { Brainstorming are arranged into an Outline. Creating an effective Outline plays

an important part in the coherent and consistent flow of the essay. Ultimately,
the purpose of this section is to help students be able to build a plan for their
L essay by organizing their Idea Web into an Outline.
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r First Draft

In this section, students can see how the Qutline in section C is utilized and

developed in an actual essay writing task. They will be asked to complete the
{ whole Sample Response on the basis of the Outline. In other words, students
can understand and experience the entire writing process by going through
the exercises given in sections from A to D. This process will enable them to
L complete essay writing tasks on their own.




Skill Build-up

This additional section will assist students in developing their writing skills.
The main information is explained and then put into practice exercises. New
information and activities are introduced here. For best results, the activities }
should be attempted once the instructor has explained them, or the students
have fully understood them on their own. By repeating this practice, students
will be able to find solutions to the problems that they face during an Essay

Writing task.
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This is the first step for students in
writing an essay on their own. The
way the whole class brainstorming
is carried out is as follows, and this
will assist the beginners in terms
of thinking of their own ideas and
verbalizing them.

1. The instructor will write on the

board all the ideas given by
students regarding the question.

. Students will be given a minute

or two to think. Then they will
be asked to write their thoughts
or the ones from the board that
match their own onto the Idea
Web.

This is the process where students expand their Idea Web by applying the skills
learned through Sample Outlining in Activity C. This important stage guides

the students to write an essay that flows in a consistent and coherent manner.
The students can try writing on their own, or the task can be completed as a
whole class activity according to the level of students. For further exercise, they
can be asked to redo the task by investing more time into it. (A separate essay
writing note must be prepared in advance.)



Step 3

In relation to Step 2, the following will be developed through 5 different essay questions
in Step 3.

Firstly, by looking at the completed Sample Outline in Step 2, students will understand
how to write the Introduction, Body and Conclusion of an essay.

Secondly, with the acquired knowledge, this step-by-step guide will enable students to
write their own Introduction, Body and Conclusion.

10
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Response

A geod repaene reuines the follewing Frature:

How to Organize the Independent Writing Response

[ How to Organize the Independent Writing

This diagram, in the form of a house, shows how the process of Independent

Essay Writing as it must unfold, as well as the main elements required in the

Introduction, Body, and Conclusion. It assists the students in understanding
. how different parts of the essay should be written in Step 3.
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( Skill Build-up

L writing task.

Dratt (First Capy)
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This additional section will assist students in developing their writing skills.
The main information is explained and then put into practice exercises. New
information and activities are introduced here. For best results, the activities
should be attempted once the instructor has explained them, or the students
have fully understood them on their own. By repeating this practice, students
will be able to find solutions to the problems that they face during an essay

J
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The following will be
expanded on the basis of
the Essay Question
introduced in Step 2.
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Introduction

.

@ Writing Question (Prompt) 1
.
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The purpose of this
section is to reaffirm the
elements required in the
Introduction, which act
as the roof of the house.
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The sample paragraph expanded according to the Outline above is shown
separately, and then students are asked to write their own Introduction. Students
can try writing on their own, before sharing their ideas and expression methods 2 —
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This shows only the
Introduction from the
Sample Outline completed
in Step 2. Students can
refer to how a Sample
Introduction is addressed.
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through a whole class activity. Otherwise, it can be done in pairs or a group,
then shared with the whole class according to the level of students.
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The purpose of this
section is to reaffirm the
elements required in the
Body, which act as the
pillars of the house.
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This shows only the Body
1 from the Sample
Outline completed in Step
2. Students can refer to
how a Sample Body is
addressed.

— _—

The sample paragraph expanded according to the Outline above is shown
separately, and then students are asked to write their own Introduction. Students
— { can try writing on their own, before sharing their ideas and expression methods

through a whole class activity. Otherwise, it can be done in pairs or a group,
then shared with the whole class according to the level of students.
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The purpose of this
section is to reaffirm the
elements required in the
Conclusion, which act as
the foundation of the

_—

This shows only the
Conclusion from the
Sample Outline completed
In Step 2. Students can
refer to how a Sample

“

The sample paragraph
expanded according to
the Qutline above is shown
separately, and then
students are asked to write

house. Conclusion is addressed. their own Conclusion.

- - - - - -’ Students can try writing
on their own, before
sharing their ideas and

Conclusion expression methods
through a whole class
— activity. Otherwise, it can
—— be done in pairs or a
B group, then shared with
Outin the whole class according
st to the level of students.
ki 1o ————
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- s Students are asked to
\ T rewrite the draft that was

- - - developed through the

This checklist will help activities from A to D, in

students improve the order to complete a more

quality of their 2™ draft organized essay draft.

by sharing their 1% with This section can be done

the peers. They can check as an assignment. It is

whether their draft recommended that
contains the key elements S B i students complete the 2™
that satisfy a good = . draft after a peer check

Introduction/Body/ S —— according to the checklist

Conclusion. below.
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Sample Responses
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Sample responses to the same
essay guestion that would receive
scores of 5,4,3,2 are shown.
Through a group activity using
the TOEFL® iBT Writing Rubrics
attached to the appendix, students
can figure out how these scores
came about. This process will
ultimately teach them various
structures and forms of expressions
in writing an essay.
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