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Visiting an Old Castle

Our family visited an old castle.
It was located on the hill of an island.

| read about the history of the castle on the boat ride.

It was built by a Scottish family a hundred years ago.

It was owned by this family for a long time.
During the war it was occupied by soldiers and used as a fortress.
Many parts of the castle were destroyed.

The castle was restored and reopened as a museum later.

This beautiful old castle is visited by many people every year. =" _1




. Grammar for Writing

Active vs. Passive

e Many people visit this castle. (Active)
¢ This castle is visited by many people. (Passive)

See appendix <Irregular simple past & past participles> (p.107)

Using the by Phrase

® The castle was built by a Scottish family. ()
(= A Scottish family built the castle.)

® The castle was restored later. (+#)
(= Somebody restored the castle.)

® The castle was reopened later. (++)
(= Somebody reopened the castle.)

Negative & Questions

¢ The castle was not restored.
¢ \Was the castle restored?

Forms of be in the Passive

® The window is cleaned every day.

® The window was cleaned yesterday.

¢ The window will be cleaned tomorrow.
® The window must be cleaned soon.

= The passive is formed with
<be + past participle + by>.

= We usually use the passive
when we focus on who
receives the action rather than
who performs the action.

< The by phrase is left out when
the performer of the action is
not known or not important to
mention.
*Who built the castle is known
and important.
=*\Who restored or reopened the
castle is not known or not
important.



o Stative Passive

® His room is filled with flowers.

¢ | am satisfied with the result.
2 The stative passive expresses a
state rather than an action. It is

® | am not worried about the weather. usually used with specific
prepositions.

® The children are scared of the tiger.

be scared of be located infon be worried about
be filled with be satisfied with be impressed with
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Tl pS for Better Sentences

Using passive or active effectively

= | eonardo da Vinci painted the Mona Lisa. (“Who painted” is more the focus.)
=The Mona Lisa was painted by Leonardo da Vinci. (“What was painted” is more the focus.)

= Good writing uses the passive or active appropriately, depending on the context or the writer’s purpose.

f;ﬁ‘ Common Mistakes

Be verb missing in passive

= This house built years ago. (x) = This house was built years ago. (v)
= Penicillin discovered by accident. (x) — Penicillin ( ) by accident.

Misused passive

= The leaves were turned yellow. (x) = The leaves turned yellow. (v)

= He was grown up in a small town. (x) = He ( ) in a small town.

= |t was rained yesterday. (x) = It ( ) yesterday.

= The accident was happened. (x) = The accident ( ).

= He was become a firefighter. (x) > He ( ) a firefighter.

= This house is consisted of three floors. (x) = This house ( ) three floors.

Wrong preposition in stative passive

s She was satisfied in the result. (x) — She was satisfied with the result. (v)
= He was scared from the snake. (x) > He ( ) the snake.



