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Strange Dream

had a strange dream.

n my dream a big monster was chasing me.

was frightened and tried to run away.
But | couldn’t move.

| couldn’t run or walk.

Then suddenly | could fly!
| flew to a forest.

There were many talking animals in the forest.
In my real life | can't understand when animals talk."
Butin my dream | could talk to them.

| could sing and dance with them.

It was a very strange and interesting dream.
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. Grammar for Writing

can & could : ability or possibility
¢ | can run in my real life.
¢ | can’t/cannot fly in my real life.

¢ | could fly in my dream.
¢ | couldn’t run in my dream.

can & may : permission

¢ You can take pictures.
® You may go now.

may, might, & could : probability
¢ She might know the answer.

¢ She might not be at home.
¢ She could be in the garden.

will be able to : ability of the future

e | will be able to help you soon.
e | won't be able to see you until 6.

= Modals add some special
meanings to main verbs. After
modals, the basic form of the
verb is used.

= Can & could add the meaning
of ability or possibility to main
verbs.

= Can & may add the meaning of
permission to main verbs.

= Can, may & might add the
meaning of probability
(or uncertain possibility).

= Will be able to adds the
meaning of future ability.
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Using was/were able to properly

» | was able to persuade the stubborn old man.
= We were able to find the secret place.

< We use was/were able to instead of could for something that happened on a particular occasion
and only once before. It usually has the meaning of managed to.

X g,» Common Mistakes

Main verb error after modals

= She can does it herself. (X) = She can do it herself. (v)

= My dream may comes true. (x) > My dream may ( ) true.
= He can speaks German. (x) = He can ( ) German.

= She might comes alone. (x) = She might ( ) alone.

= He might brings his computer. (x) > He might ( ) his computer.

» | could finished it on time. (x) — | could ( ) it on time.

= We could caught the train. (x) > We could ( ) the train.



