SECOND EDITION

READING AND

CRITICAL-THIN
SKILLS




ON
POINT

READING AND
CRITICAL-THINKING
SKILLS

3

PEGGY ANDERSON - SAM ROBINSON



TABLE OF CONTENTS --vovveereeeesmmsesmmimmsssnssssssnssssnsssssssssssnsssssnsseanes . B3R
T8}V 10 T 0 L 3RO o

UNIT 1

Lesson 1

TECHNOLOGY

Early Adopters Fall Into a Costly Trap

EDUCATION

The Fun of Being an Early Adopter

The Benefits of a Creative Education

CAREERS

Aiming High

Kicking the Nine-to-Five

Lesson 2

Lesson 1

ENGINEERING

The Great Resignation

Nanomaterials: Tiny Revolutions

Lesson 2

- CRIME

Lesson 1

Where Are Our Autonomous Cars?

Making the Right Connections

Lesson 2

Lesson 1

PSYCHOLOGY

Prime Targets

Understanding Memory Power

Lesson 2

Everyday Tips for Better Memory

Reading Skills

Making
Predictions

Identifying

the Author's

Point of View

Determining Main
Ideas and Details

Comparing and
Contrasting

Extracting
and Recalling
Information |

Making
Inferences

Critical-Thinking Skills

Detecting Arguments

Finding Fallacies

Detecting Persuasive
Language

Detecting the Author’s
Purpose

Distinguishing
Overgeneralizations

Identifying Assumptions




ENERGY

Lesson 1

Nuclear Power: A Twentieth-Century Error?

Reading Skills

Understanding

Lesson 2 | The French Model

PSYCHOLOGY

il

Lesson 1 | Half-Empty and Half-Full

Cause and Effect

Clarifying

B b 120135

i vl

Lesson 2 | Hooray for Pessimism!

LIFESTYLES

Understanding

Lesson 1 | Staying Put :
p.136- 151 } o Eﬂaklng _
B onnections
Lesson 2 | Multigenerational Homes |

EDUCATION

. Tw Lesson 1

p. 152 - 167

Is Private Education Worth It?

-

Standardized Tests for a
Non-Standardized World?

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Lesson 2

UNIT 11

p. 168 - 183

Retail and the Individual

Summarizing

Extracting

Governmental Privacy Protections

URBAN PLANNING

and Recalling
Information I

Critical-Thinking Skills

Identifying Cause and
Effect

Detecting Irrelevant
Points

Understanding Key Terms

Identifying Premises and
Conclusions

Classifying Statements

UN_J_I_:' 2 The Future of Cities Drawin
| p.184-199 | Cnnclusﬂuns Considering Objections
The Need for Green Spaces
VO CABULARY  ---cceeemeeseeeeemamameaueaeeaaeseamcs st escem et aasaesaseaseasamsamesensaecseaeans. 200



Reading Skill: Critical-Thinking Skill:
Making Inferences Idenbfying Assumptions

UINDERSIIANDING
VENMORVEROWIER

= WARM-UP

1. What B your earlest memary?
2. Dovyou think you have a good short-tenm memory?

——%

- SUBJECT

Reading topics are chosen for
their relevance to students in the
real world and are organized by
academic subject.

——®

- WARM-UP

A short activity gives students
an opportunity to predict the
content of the passage to follow.

-BEFORE YOU READ

Pre-reading exercises activate prior

“—

knowledge and relate the topic to
students’ own lives.

®* BEFORE YOU READ

Read the statements. Check () whether you agree or disagree with each
statement. Disouss your answers with a partner.

Strangly | Disagree | Agree | Strossgly
disagrie | sosswhatl somishal | sgne

1. lean remember & kol about my childhood.

L. I v more good memanes than bad.

3. Iweish | had & better memong

L | hane an excellent shor-1emmn mesmony.

5. 1 tend bo write things down 3o that | don™ Torget.

-VOCABULARY PREVIEW —

Paraphrased sentences from the
reading passage present a preview

of key academic target words from [
the Academic Word List (AWL) in
context.

o VOCABULARY PREVIEW

Read the sentence. Cirde the word(s) closest in meaning to the wornd(s) in bold.
Mernary functions ans notl assigred o just one part of our brain,

a. transferned b. rEferaed C. Flﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁﬂ
Mernary does nat function lrom a single region of the bramn, unlice other functions like sight.
a. range b. ergan €. section

& scientific sbudy in London was conducied 1o clarify why some people have better memories.
& anakjze b. disect €. dernarstrale

The hippn:mpm i et a0 wene conStruction: the ﬂl:ii'!'rlﬂ-l‘.lﬂ!! and deeribe mentsl
imagery.
A Fi!l!Ll'lH. b. storied L. Siruchures

A srientis! and his colleagues a1 UCL an scanning people™ braind 1o eam mone about

MEman.
A Bradernics b. associates E. SLpetion

The sludy could ot find & clear connection betwesn memory and the volume of the
hippecampus.

& iire b. capability £. position

Caly drivers in Landon need 16 learm & huge network of dlrests. by haarl.

& design b. fyatem £. eommumity

In summary, i will Lake & long time and a ot of research o understand memang
& reality b. theary e. eanduion




N READING & CRITICAL-THINKING SKILLS

Reading and critical-thinking skills for each unit are previewed §—

at the start of each lesson.

- GUIDING QUESTIONS -

Questions in the margins
help students monitor

their comprehension of the
structure and content of the
passage.

- MAIN READING ——
An engaging reading

academic topic of high
interest.

educates studentsonan L

Practice T skills whil reading. -
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What in MOT tnm about b hippetampu, sconding 1o paragraph 37
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£ F o lwly o pley a oneal parl mmemon,

d. B Being studed by memony sepe .

According 1o paragraph 4, what itbrategy did Dr. Clark wie b ifudy mameny
a He cormpased clder peopke S ryur o o ol younge: people.
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~-FOCUS ON CONTENT -

Questions of various
types help students assess
their comprehension of
the reading’s key details,
vocabulary, purpose, and
more.




HOW TO USE

MAPPING IDEAS »

Use the word box to complete the graphic organizer. Then choose the best inference
based on the statements.

WORD BOX
argaing SCans condstent uriursasal WOl L
1 2 3
Surprisingly, subsequent Dr. Clark's 3. The study did not find 2
1. of Price’s brain | studies found that the dlear and 4.
and others with H54M did not hippocampus is indeed exential to | relationship between
ApPEAT in ANy Way meemnory and particulardy to scene | hippocampal 5.
2. constnuction. and menory function.
INFERENCES

4. People with HSAM have been found 10 have incredibly lange Rippocampi,

b. Peopls with HSAM use diffenen regions of the brain 10 produce detailed memories,

€. Peopls with HSAM have & hippocampus of similar sime or volume & thoss wha da nat.
d. People with HSAM are far mare creastive than athers because al their krge hippocanmpus.

VOCABULARY REVIEW e

Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the box. Change the form if needed.

assign
volume

clarity
deteriorate

region
anatomy

imagery
colleague

1. The patient s confused, L5 1he decton i running b io

2. David and Susan have been siree she joned the company 180 years ago.

3. Brittany, slr) in the northeadt of France, hu & dtinet lnguage and culture of i
L

what is wrang with him.

& group of students who were Streggling with English,
awer Lime as the engine ages,

4, The bulor was

5. The fuel efficiency of mast cars

6. Watching harmor movies can leae upsetting

7. The o weater intreases when it freszes and becomes ice.

B. In my biology class, we studied the
frogs.

i viewers” mands.

of warious lving organisms, sudh &8 worms and

-IDEAS IN ACTION

The reading serves as the takeoff point
for discussion and gives students the
opportunity to talk about the reading in
relation to their own lives.

-SHARING YOUR OPINION

A writing prompt gives students the
opportunity to use the skills they learned
to communicate in written form. Free
downloadable worksheets that outline
how to respond to the prompt are
available for teachers and students.

—«

4 the target AWL and other challenging

-MAPPING IDEAS

Graphic organizers help students gain
familiarity with note-taking and common
text organizations.

-VOCABULARY REVIEW

A fill-in-the-blank exercise reinforces

vocabulary learned in the reading.

- CRITICAL-THINKING SKILL ——

Easy-to-understand lessons introduce the
__, fundamentals of critical thinking, from
recognizing and assessing arguments to
understanding premises and conclusions.

e CRITICAL-THINKING SKILL

ldentifying Assumplions

Arguerenis aften indude ssemnptions—{act, idess, or beliels that are not directly stated but implisd.
Some assumplions are ressonable, while others are fol. Mot everything has bo be prosen. However,
wariiers aiften jump 1o conclesions and we (aulty or illogical asumptions o build srquments. For examgple:
(1) Sobdiers &e brave,

(2] Brave people ane Sirondg.
(3} Therelane, all sivong people e soldiers.

Read the excerpts and the conclusion sentences. Put a checkmark () next to valid
condusions and a oross (X) next to conclusions with a faulty assumption.

1. While sorme of us struggle 1o recall what we had for nch yesterday, highly supernor
autebiographical memoey HSAM), o hyperthyrnesia, slows a nall numies of individuals 1o
rememiber every day in greal detail. The phenomenan was firt decumented in the earky 20004
when Jill Price contacted newmcentists al the Unisersity of California, claiming to recall every day
ol her llle for the past bventy yeari—since dhe wad twebe years old.

CORCLUSHI gy Kl Price knew ﬁ‘lﬂ'lj'pl‘.'ﬂft ini e Dield ol neundddienos.
The University of Callornia did pioreering wark on HSAM.

Hypertbyrresia i & rare mental disonder sflecting dhildnen.

It did prodwce ane interesting finding from subjects who worked & London cab drivers, howeser.

T get that job, spplicanis must pass & test called “the knowledge, ™ which reguires them 1o
memarize & network of 25,000 ttrests by heart. The ta deiverd in the study had lrger-than-

average hippocampi—suggedting that perhaps in extrems cises, the hippocampus can grow 1o
alkores exceptiong recall,

Pecele from large cities like Londan have developed Superior memieries,
Cab drivers worldhwite Fave larger hippocapi than other peogle.
Landon cab drivers do not nesd to rely on satelite ravioation.

CORCLLISIOS N
SENTENCES b

c

¢ IDEAS IN ACTION

Talk about the questions with a partner.

1. Wiould you like o be able to remember svery day of pour lile?

2. What might be some of the deownsides 1o rememnbering every day of your ile?
3. Why doyou think understanding memary is Fnportant?

* SHARING YOUR OPINION

Write a paragraph about how and why people differ in their ability to remember

things.
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~LESSON 2

g '“EM CUE%'M

= WARM-LUP

1. Whe s s i you'we hased of for mcroving youe eyt
I Do oy e smy tricks for semembesing o do thereg ! Weai are ey

B thin st Circk i veords) closest in maafieeg 16 thi ward(E) i babd
Salect food hink i role i imzsevng and Barming rmemerny ke

i coniabetion b gy . foundalion

a whepsility b wvaila ality . il aptabity
Expuinrbi ity arvanryizew should girl a minisuem ol seees boun ol deep per sigia

i iberiage b. poimn £ b

& publihed oy et el crlcrn L Siopoe sl are trllemns I thar
lrowle

i paried B. rmancated E. cmilmbagled

Tha ariae in B pournal sy thal B ppodempu of acte childnm o lege than thow wihs
e naches.

i chuary b ey £ publivefon

Crw Bechnique uisd fie e beving sormeting for longe: o 1o ekl yoursd] on B b
Fropoan By

. rradhed b Bchnalegy E. Capadly
Thase m ra sasbwiiturte for wliort wien # com 1o Sanging your lntde B mpowe memeny
a utility b replatament E. peocEi

Cimly throug® ieviou oommitmaent 1o Senge Can one Bruly smpsoss Eer memon
i ideckery b. dedicasion E. GrErilabios

DOWNLOADABLE RESOURCES

Get the most out of On Point, Second Edition with our free supplemental resources.
Visit www.compasspub.com/OnPoint2e3 for downloadable word lists, progress tests,

teacher’s guides, and writing worksheets.

H SOCIOLOGY

= Lesson 1: How Do We Choose Our Friends?

‘Wiile & paragraph about the conditions necessary tof & real, leng-lastng trismtship

WA  GENERATE IDEAS

Consider the following questions as you think about the conditions for real, long-lasting
friemdships.
Wilhan s 1he aie the mcsl arpamant gualities Tof o Teend 16 hawe?

What do yerl hawe 1o de 1o maintain kng-1emn elagionships?

What do you hops o get out of a friendshin?

- GENERATE IDEAS

A scaffolded idea-generation exercise enables
students to build on the arguments they developed
in the Sharing Your Opinion section of the lesson.

A second, carefully leveled
reading presents a different
perspective on the same topic.

 OUTLINE

T OUTLINE &
Complete the outling using ideas from above or other ideas.

| 'When | think about the conditions necessary far a real, lang-fasting friendship, | think
abnl

An outline exercise allows students to create a rough
structure for the short writing exercise that follows.

-WRITE

.

M WriTE ®
Use the outline to write your paragraph.

A writing exercise gives students freer practice using
the vocabulary and ideas they learned in the lesson.
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HESSONEN

= SKILLS
Reading Skill: Critical-Thinking Skill:
Making Predictions Detecting Arguments

EARRYAD@ UTEFRZS
EA NITEOFA
COSTEY TRAP

= WARM-UP

1. Do you think it is worth it to buy the latest technologies when they are released? Why or why not?
2. What are some things you consider when buying a new device?




BEFORE YOU READ

Rank the features you consider when purchasing a new product from
1 (most important to you) to 6 (least important to you). Discuss your rankings
with a partner.

Design

Brand

Exclusivity (limited edition, etc.)
New features

Cost

Available accessories

VOCABULARY PREVIEW

Read the sentences. Circle the words closest in meaning to the words in bold.

1.

People underestimate the cost of buying a new device.
a. underappreciate b. overrate C. undervalue

Stay away from any technology that is in uncharted territory.
a. unsafe b. unexplored C. unavailable

Not buying the latest products saves you from devices that could erode your privacy or are
doomed to fail.
a. neglect b. destroy C. ignore

In the early 2000s, there were two options for high-definition video players.
a. preferences b. opportunities c. alternatives

Buyers remained neutral and chose not to buy either product until much later.
a. positive b. uncommitted C. consistent

The implications of voice recognition technology in terms of privacy are not yet clear.
a. conseguences b. errors C. presumptions

The tension between consumers and tech companies is high.
a. strain b. demand C. restraint

Early adopters often buy expensive gadgets with technology that has not matured yet.
a. developed b. experienced c. functioned



Practice the skills while reading.

Readers can make predictions about a text by looking for An argument is an attempt to prove that something
clues in the title, the introduction paragraph, and the first is true. To find an argument, you must identify the
and last sentences in a paragraph. premises and the conclusion that follows.

Read the title and
paragraph 1 and
circle what you
think the passage
will be about.

a. Early adopters
are wasting their
money on bad
products.

b. Early adopters

make things

expensive for
everyone.

Read paragraphs
2 and 3 and
underline the part
that explains how
tech companies
make money from
early adopters.

5

10

It's undeniable: being among the first to try out a new piece of technology is cool. When
you're the sole member of your social circle with the latest hot gadget’, people stare

in fascination, seeing you as the holder of powerful and secret knowledge—at least
until the next big thing comes along. People tend to underestimate the costs of this
temporary coolness, which they end up paying for in more ways than one. So take it
from me and don't fall into the early adopter trap by joining the first wave of consumers
who invest in the latest uncharted territory in technology. Instead, if you just wait and
see, you will save money and avoid being stuck with defective?, possibly doomed?
technology that could even erode your privacy.

Early adoption is a bad investment, to put it bluntly*. First, the earliest versions of
products are not only expensive, they are the most expensive that those devices will
ever be. Companies presumably charge more to recover the cost of development

and production as fast as possible, and they know that there are serious tech-lovers
who will pay a great deal to be early adopters. Once the revenues from early adopters’
purchases are safely in their hands, they can cut the price and shift to the next marketing
phase: selling the product to everyone else. This tactic is why the cost of the original
iIPhone dropped about $200 only eight months after its release. Prices of gadgets most
often fall shortly after release, and they are likely to continue falling. For instance, many
new TV models drop significantly in price as little as ten days after hitting the market.
Furthermore, electronics rapidly depreciate® because they become obsolete® so
quickly; the resale price of a used cell phone or laptop can drop by fifty percent within
just a few months.

' gadget n. adevice; a useful machine

* defective  adj. not working properly

° doomed adj. facing certain failure or death
*  bluntly adv. briefly and directly

° depreciate v. tobecome lower in value

° obsolete adj. outdated and no longer in use
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Those who are first to leap into a new technology not only risk wasting money, they might
also lose time on something that will never catch on with the general public.
In 2006, two competing options for high-definition video entered the market: HD DVDs

and Blu-ray discs. Both seemed promising, and both required special devices called
players, costing hundreds of US dollars. Cautious consumers decided to stay neutral,
realizing that one or the other would probably end up dominating, and refrained from
buying either product. But a few eager consumers took a gamble’?, and those who
regrettably bought an HD DVD player quickly found themselves stuck with a virtually
worthless machine. In the struggle for high-definition video dominance, Blu-ray was
much more technologically advanced than HD DVD and could store up to seven times
the amount of information. Sales dropped steadily for HD DVD players, and by early 2008,
support for the product was discontinued entirely. Many new products face a similar fate;
early adopters are then stuck with pricey gadgets that do nothing but sit on their shelves
collecting dust®.

Even worse, your new device might have functions that you don't know about and

Read paragraph 4
would likely not approve of if you did. In 2013, Amazon Echo introduced the world to and think Ef

reasons wny
a digital assistant named Alexa, who is supposed to become active only when you say a product like
"her”name. However, voice-recognition technology is still imperfect. These devices often 1?;235 be
activate without users’ permission and record what they hear (though this fact is not
acknowledged in the packaging or marketing). The privacy implications remain unclear
but are causing tension between developers and consumers. As tech reporter Adam Estes
told the Guardian in 2019 in a discussion of digital assistants,“l hate to be dramatic, but |
don't think we're ever going to feel safe from their data-collection practices!
Farly adopters do something most others are reluctant to do: buy overpriced technology Read paragraph 5
before it has matured for the dubious® rewards of being the first and enjoying a f:d tt';?"' Ciff'f

e statemen

short-term increase in status. These trailblazers'® help the rest of us through their the author would

willingness to spend the extra money and work out the problems with a new product. ROses‘ath: mast

a.There are no

So if you know any early adopters, thank them, and then congratulate benefits to being
an early adopter.

b. Early adopters
help companies
improve their
products.

yourself on not being one of them.

F\ f

’ takeagamble  idiom to take arisk

* collect dust idiom to remain unused

* dubious adj.  of doubtful worth or quality

" trailblazer n. someone who does something new that others follow; a pioneer
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WA Choose the best answer.

According to paragraph 1, what advantage do early adopters have?

a. They enjoy extra privileges from the company that makes the product.
b. They have reduced privacy concerns because of newer technologies.
c. They don't end up with defective devices or doomed products.

d. They gain the attention of others within their social circle.

According to paragraph 2, what is true about newly released devices?

a. They are poorly designed.

b. They quickly decline in price.

c. They are marketed to everyone.
d. They bring in very little revenue.

According to paragraph 3, why did Blu-ray succeed over HD DVDs?

a. It was more user-friendly.

b. It was less expensive.

c. It had more storage space.

d. It sold to more early adopters.

According to paragraph 3, which is NOT true of Blu-ray and HD DVD?

a. Blu-ray and HD DVD appeared in the same year.
b. The two types of disc required different players.

c. Both types of disc offered high-quality video.

d. There are still several Blu-ray and HD DVD makers.

According to paragraph 4, what is true about the tech reporter Adam Estes?

He believes the tension between developers and consumers will persist.
He thinks people are being too dramatic in regard to their privacy concerns.
He believes voice-recognition technology will improve and prevent privacy leaks.

a n T w

He thinks that digital assistants’ functions must be limited to maintain users’
privacy.



Choose the best answer.

Which statement best restates the highlighted sentence in the passage?

a. Early adopters leap into new technologies that the general public typically
cannot afford.

b. Early adopters enjoy new products for longer because the general public is slow
to adopt.

c. Early adopters may waste money and time on products that won't be around
very long.

d. Early adopters invest a lot of time and money in new products for limited
benefits.

In line 44, the word dramatic is closest in meaning to

. exaggerated

a
b. considerable
c. artificial

d

. thrilling

In paragraph 2, why does the author mention that iPhone dropped in price
eight months after launching?

a. To demonstrate the bargains that early adopters can get
b. To show that device prices take a long time to go down
c. To show how early adopters waste money by buying early
d. To explain why the first iPhone was so popular at the time

In line 15, the word they refers to

. tech-lovers

a

b. companies
C. revenues

d

. purchases

What can be inferred about early adopters from paragraph 5?

a. They take pride in buying overpriced goods because it's helpful to others.
b. They see themselves as experts in technology and with new devices.
c. They enjoy the status given to early adopters more than the product.
d. They are more likely to make risky purchasing decisions than others.

13



MAPPING IDEAS

Read the outline and match the best predictions about the contents of the
paragraphs to complete the graphic organizer.

EARLY ADOPTERS FALL INTO A COSTLY TRAP
1

PREDICTIONS

TOPIC SENTENCES

People tend to underestimate the costs of [early adoption’s] temporary
coolness, which they end up paying for in more ways than one.

1
Early adoption is a bad investment, to put it bluntly. 2.

1
Those who are first to leap into a new technology not only risk wasting
money, they might also lose time on something that will never catch on 3.
with the general public.

1
Even worse, your new device might have functions that you don‘t know
about and would likely not approve of if you did.
1
Conclusion: Early adopters do something most others are reluctant to do: take on overpriced
technology before it has matured, for the dubious rewards of being the first and enjoying
a short-term increase in status.

=

PREDICTIONS

a. The author will describe how companies access personal information without permission.
b. The author will describe how buying early can mean wasting money on bad products.

c. The author will describe a product that ended up collecting dust on a shelf.

d. The author will describe people’s reasons for early adoption and its flaws.

VOCABULARY REVIEW

Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the box. Change the form if needed.

erode implication mature bluntly

neutral tension obsolete underestimate

When strangers are forced together, it's normal for some to develop.

Telling lies trust between friends, which may take time to rebuild.

Even though it became decades ago, Janine still likes her old typewriter.

I'm about who wins this game since I'm not a fan of either team.

The restaurant ran out of food because they how many customers would show up.

When the law was passed, many who supported it didn’t understand its negative

Olivia doesn’t mean to be rude; she just has a habit of saying things very

O N OV s WN=

Although his early writings were a bit awkward, his writing style has



CRITICAL-THINKING SKILL

Detecting Arguments
An argument is an attempt to prove that something is true. Simple arguments use one or more
statements (called premises) to build a conclusion. For example:

(1) Research shows that people who exercise daily have a lower risk of heart disease.
(2) I want to reduce my risk of heart disease.
(3) Therefore, | should exercise daily.

kB Read the excerpt. Evaluate it with a partner and answer the question.

Early adoption is a bad investment, to put it bluntly. [. . .] Prices of gadgets most often fall shortly after
release, and they are likely to continue falling. For instance, many new TV models drop significantly in
price as little as ten days after hitting the market. Furthermore, electronics rapidly depreciate because they
become obsolete so quickly; the resale price of a used cell phone or laptop can drop by fifty percent within
just a few months.

y3rdai\[c@ Based on the information in the excerpt, circle the most logical conclusion that
A SLUUNEY could be drawn.

a. The value of electronic devices depreciates when they're not popular.
b. Early adopters are more likely to lose money by selling obsolete devices.
c. It makes sense to wait before buying a “new” technological device.

d. Shoppers refuse to buy new products because they'll soon be obsolete.

F3 Write a short summary that includes two or three premises that support the
conclusion you circled.

IDEAS IN ACTION

Talk about the questions with a partner.

1. How are early adopters viewed in your circle of friends?
2. Have you ever purchased a new product when it was first released? Describe the experience.
3. Describe an expensive and trendy product you want. Why do you want it so badly?

SHARING YOUR OPINION

Write a paragraph about whether you think being an early adopter is worth it or not.
Give multiple reasons.

‘ FOR GUIDED WRITING PRACTICE, DOWNLOAD THE WRITING WORKSHEETS
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Scan and find the tracks.
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= SKILLS

Reading Skill: Critical-Thinking Skill:
- Making Predictions Detecting Arguments
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BE \r@ A
ADORS

= WARM-UP

1. How important is it to you to be considered cool?
2. Have you ever taught someone how to use a certain technology? What was it?

{




BEFORE YOU READ |

Rank the people you trust most when it comes to large purchasing decisions
from 1 (most trustworthy) to 6 (least trustworthy). Discuss your rankings with a
partner.

Friends

Bloggers

Family

Twitter

Social-media influencers

Product reviewers on purchasing sites (like Amazon) ‘

VOCABULARY PREVIEW

Read the sentences. Circle the words closest in meaning to the words in bold.

1.  The select minority of people who try new technology first are called early adopters.
a. exclusive b. primary c. chosen

The majority of people usually wait until a technology has been proven.
a. assembly b. entirety c. bulk

Having the latest devices gives the impression of having technological expertise.
a. insight b. proficiency C. vision

Early adopters that try new technologies relevant to their jobs can find them useful for
developing their careers.
a. permissable b. tolerable C. suitable

Being more knowledgeable about tech that's related to your occupation can be an
advantage.
a. profession b. title C. education

Early adopters are often consulted by colleagues about technology.
a. referred to b. expected to C. pointed to

Companies allow early adopters to have a say in forthcoming products.
a. pending b. approaching c. available

Early adopters are participants in an experiment, but they are voluntary participants.
a. widespread b. independent ¢. willing

17



l THE FUN OF BEING
\ AN EARLY ADOPTER °®

Practice the skills while reading.

Making Predictions

Readers can make predictions about a text by looking for
clues in the title, the introduction paragraph, and the first
and last sentences in a paragraph.

Read paragraph 1.
Which is more
likely to be
discussed about
early adopters?

a. How they often
pursue degrees
in engineering

b. How they
benefit the tech

industry

10

Read paragraph 2.
Does your

attitude toward
new technology

fit Jimmy Selix's
description of early
adopters? Discuss.

15

20

Read paragraph

3 and underline
the part the
author names as a
“superficial” reason
for being an early
adopter.

CRITICAL-THINKING SKILL

Detecting Arguments

An argument is an attempt to prove that something
is true. To find an argument, you must identify the
premises and the conclusion that follows.

If you are not an early adopter, you almost certainly know someone who is. She was the
first person in your group of friends to own a foldable smartphone, and she couldn’t
wait to show you what it could do. He was the one who talked excitedly about 5G
services revolutionizing people’s lives and allowing for things like cloud-based gaming
services. Early adopters are that select minority of users who adopt new technology in
its earliest days: before it is widely used or even thoroughly tested. According to one
widely cited piece of research, early adopters are defined as the first thirteen percent

or so of people who begin using a device, game, social network, or other new product.
While the majority of us sit back and wait for an innovation to prove itself, early adopters
jump right in. By doing so, they get the pleasure of exploring a new frontier', enhanced
prestige, and even power within the tech industry.

For many people, trying to figure out a new piece of technology is a slightly scary
undertaking, but it's a favarite way for early adopters to spend their time. They get a
deep sense of satisfaction from learning and playing with new technology. They love

to throw away the user’s guide and experiment. Jimmy Selix, who blogs about being

an early adopter, says that people like him would look at something new and say to
themselves, “This is going to .. ." or”l can use this for ..." or"What if | . .. ?" The first users
of a product are pioneers” who discover new ways of using technologies, sometimes in
ways that even their original creators couldn't foresee.

Perhaps even more fun than becoming the master of new technology is sharing that
mastery with others and enjoying the respect that goes along with it. When it comes to
having the newest electronic device, a superficial concern with economic status is surely
a motive for many early adopters. After all, most first-generation devices are expensive.
But a desire for status as a tech whiz® is more defensible* and useful. As one early buyer

' frontier n.  anew area of study or activity

° pioneer n.  aperson who opens up a new line of thought or activity; a trailblazer
* whiz n.  aperson who is very clever or skillful
* defensible adj. able to be supported during an argument
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of the first-generation iPad explained, “It gives you an air of expertise in technological
matters to have the latest gadget” Also, when the device's price does drop, many of the
early adopter’s friends, family, and social media contacts will want one, too—and guess

who will happily give them help and advice? Early adopters are more knowledgeable
about technology than most, and they are justly® proud of that. A reputation as an expert
in new technologies has other benefits as well. Always being up-to-date on the latest
program or [T service relevant to your occupation—and being the person that all your
colleagues consult when they have a tech question—does not hurt your career.

Plus, as the earliest and savviest® consumers of new technology, early adopters wield’ a Read paragraph 4.

great deal of power in the industry. The most obvious way they exercise this power is by What does it
mainly discuss

pointing out bugs and other defects to the makers of the new product, who then quickly  regarding early

fix them. But more than that, social media has given early adopters a forum® to discuss Oapees:

a. Their role as tech
new products and make a name for themselves as shapers of public opinion.“Companies executives

b. Their influence

are now starting to realize that . . . early adopters are more than just geeks with a passion on each other

but also a great way to spread their brand and products,” writes Selix. As a result, the first c. Thlf'i" e
_ _ _ relationship wit
purchasers of a product are often rewarded with discounts, free accessories, or other tech companies

incentives for good reviews. They also sometimes have a say in forthcoming products.

Farly adopters realize that they are, in a sense, voluntary guinea pigs’, but they are OK
with that. For them, figuring out a new tablet, game, or app has its own charm: it allows
them to learn something new and employ their creativity; it improves their status as
experts in technology within their social circles, and it gives them influence with tech
companies that crave'

their input and approval.

Increasingly, technology is

the driver of change in the ' ' '

world. Who wouldn't want

to be one of the people in

the driver's seat?

0
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* justly adv. deservedly; rightly

¢ savvy adj. clever; knowledgeable about something

7 wield v.  to have and use

“ forum n.  aplace, meeting, or medium where ideas and views can be exchanged
° guineapig n. aperson orthing used as a subject for experiment

" crave v.  to want or desire something
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