
ANDRÉS RUZO
Geoscientist,  

National Geographic Young Explorer

ADVANCED

L E A R N I N G

Inspiring Communication

PERSPECTIVES

TA
LK

S

L E A R N I N G

PERSPECTIVES

National Geographic Learning materials with TED Talks help learners 
develop effective and confident English communication skills.

Bringing the world to the classroom
and the classroom to life

ELTNGL.com

A PART OF CENGAGE

L E A R N I N G

Perspectives teaches learners to think critically and to 
develop the language skills they need to find their own 
voice in English. The carefully guided language lessons, 
real-world stories and TED Talks motivate learners to think 
creatively and communicate effectively. 

In Perspectives, learners develop an open mind, a critical eye 
and a clear voice in English. 

• 	� Every unit explores one idea from different perspectives, 
giving learners opportunities for practising language as 
they look at the world in new ways.  

• 	� Students learn the critical thinking skills and strategies 
they need to evaluate new information and develop their 
own opinions and ideas.

• 	� Students respond to the unit theme and express their 
own ideas confidently in English.

• 	� Exam-style task types and test-taking strategies prepare 
students for a range of international exams. 

ELTNGL.com/perspectivesseries

ADVANCED

AD
VAN

CED
Jeffries

Student’s Book w
ith the Spark Platform

Inspiring Communication

PERSPEC
TIV

ES
BRITISH  ENGLISH

A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 C2

Perspectives Advanced is for students who have 
achieved B2 and want to achieve C1.

Student’s Book with the Spark Platform

with

The all-in-one Spark platform brings together all of the 
digital tools for every stage of teaching and learning, 
including placing students reliably at the right level, 
planning and teaching live lessons, assigning practice 
and assessment, and tracking student and class 
progress.  

9798214335063_CVR_hr.indd   1,3 11/20/23   3:44 PM



ON THE COVER

A photographer takes a ‘selfie’ standing on top of a spire in 
Hong Kong, China with the cityscape in the background. 
These daring free climbers – also known as ‘skywalkers’ – 
scale some of the highest skyscrapers in the world and take 
photos of themselves from the top. Their photos often give 
a unique perspective on the city backdrop.  
© Alexander Remnev / Aurora Photos

STUDENT RESOURCES
• Online Practice  • Audio  • Video  • eBook

1 	 Get your Course Key: .

	   Teacher-led:  Ask your school or teacher.			 

	   Self-Study:  Ask for one from ELTNGL.com/coursekey

2 	 Scratch off to get your Access Code.

3 	 Then go here: learn.eltngl.com

4 	 Click Register.	

5 	 Complete the form and Sign In with your account.

6 	 Download the Online Practice – NGL app for offline use.

App Store is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC.

SPARK  PLATFORM

9798214335063_CVR_hr.indd   4,6 11/20/23   3:43 PM



L E A R N I N G

Australia • Brazil • Canada • Mexico • Singapore • United Kingdom • United States

ADVANCED
PERSPECTIVES

Amanda JEFFRIES

Lewis LANSFORD 

Daniel BARBER

Adv_SB_35063_001-007_FM_BrE_CP.indd   1 11/20/23   11:11 AM



w e l c o m e   t o   p e r s p e c t i v e s !

Perspectives teaches learners to think critically and to develop the language skills they 

need to find their own voice in English. The carefully guided language lessons, real-world 

stories, and TED Talks motivate learners to think creatively and communicate effectively. 

In Perspectives, learners develop: 

• AN OPEN MIND
Every unit explores one idea from different perspectives, giving learners 

opportunities for practising language as they look at the world in new ways.  

2 
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• A CRITICAL EYE
Students learn the critical thinking skills and strategies they need to evaluate 

new information and develop their own opinions and ideas worth sharing.

• A CLEAR VOICE
Students respond to the unit theme and express their own ideas confidently in English.

  3
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C o n t e n t s

UNIT VOCABULARY LISTENING GRAMMAR READING GRAMMAR SPEAKING WRITING

Dreams and 
ambitions

Vocabulary 
building  
Employment 
collocations

Four people talking 
about dreams and 
ambitions

Review of tenses: 
future forms, 
present and past 
tenses

Living the dream

Critical thinking 
Understanding 
attitude

Continuous and 
perfect aspects

Bel Pesce

Idea worth spreading  
We're more likely to achieve our 
dreams if we follow a few basic 
principles.

Authentic listening skills  
Dealing with accents

Concession 
and counter-
arguments

Pronunciation 
Intonation 
patterns in two-
part sentences

An article

Writing skill  
Topic 
sentences

1 �Hopes and dreams
Pages 8–19

Five ways to kill your dreams

Adjectives 
describing books 
or films

Vocabulary 
building 
Phrasal verbs with 
two particles

Two descriptions  
of books

Modifying 
adjectives

An African in 
Greenland;  
House of Day, House 
of Night

Critical thinking 
Figurative language

Narrative tenses and 
future in the past

Pronunciation 
Using stress to 
change meaning

Ann Morgan

Idea worth spreading  
Books and stories can help us see 
the world through different eyes 
and connect us across political, 
geographical, cultural, social and 
religious divides.

Authentic listening skills 
Following a narrative

Telling and 
responding to  
a story

Pronunciation 
Using 
intonation to 
express attitude

A story 

Writing skill 
Using colourful 
language

2 Reading the world
Pages 20–31

My year reading a book from every 
country in the world

Ocean 
environment

Vocabulary 
building  
Greek prefixes

An interview 
with National 
Geographic 
explorer and 
marine ecologist, 
Enric Sala 

First and second 
conditional

Exploring the 
Okavango Delta

Critical thinking 
Emotional responses

Third and mixed 
conditionals, I wish / 
If only

Pronunciation 
Contractions

Jason deCaires Taylor

Idea worth spreading We need 
to open our eyes to the amazing 
beauty, imagination and fragility 
of nature. In this way, we will be 
inspired to cherish and protect 
our environment.

Authentic listening skills 
Chunking

Making and 
explaining 
promises

Informal 
emails

Writing skill 
Informal 
language

3 Pristine places
Pages 32–43

An underwater museum, teeming 
with life

Exploration

Vocabulary 
building  
Suffix -ity

A radio 
programme about 
explorers

Modals of 
deduction and 
probability 

Pronunciation 
Stress in 
deductions

Space archaeologist 
needs your help

Critical thinking 
Balanced arguments

The passive, Passive 
reporting structures, 
Information order

Andrés Ruzo 

Idea worth spreading  
We should allow our curiosity to 
lead us to discover the unknown 
wonders of the world.

Authentic listening skills  
Engaging the listener’s attention

Describing 
benefits and 
clarifying

A discussion 
essay

Writing skill 
Hedging

4 Discovery
Pages 44–55

The Boiling River of the Amazon

Character 
adjectives

Vocabulary 
building  
Collocations

A talk about Malala 
Yousafzai

Inversion A kinder world?

Critical thinking 
Faults in arguments

Cleft sentences

Pronunciation 
Contrastive stress

Hugh Evans

Idea worth spreading  
We are first and foremost not 
members of a state, nation or 
tribe but members of the human 
race. We need to seek global 
solutions to global challenges.

Authentic listening skills 
Rhetorical questions

Making 
requests, 
suggestions, 
resisting and 
persuading

A formal letter

Writing skill 
Making a point

5 Global citizen
Pages 56–67

What does it mean to be a citizen of 
the world?

4 
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C o n t e n t s

UNIT VOCABULARY LISTENING GRAMMAR READING GRAMMAR SPEAKING WRITING

School rules

Vocabulary 
building  
Nouns and 
prepositions

A podcast about 
school rules 
around the world 

Modal verbs of 
permission and 
obligation

Are our kids tough 
enough? Chinese 
School

Critical thinking 
Evaluating an 
experiment

Passive -ing forms 
and infinitives

Linda Cliatt-Wayman

Idea worth spreading  
A successful school needs a 
strong leader with a positive 
attitude to challenges, and 
unconditional love for the 
students.

Authentic listening skills  
Deducing the meaning of 
unknown words

Agreeing and 
disagreeing

Pronunciation 
Rise-fall-rise 
intonation

An opinion essay

Writing skill 
Avoiding 
repetition

6 Education
Pages 68–79

How to fix a broken school? Lead 
fearlessly, love hard

Everyday journeys

Vocabulary 
building  
Verb suffixes

A radio programme 
about commuting 
in different cities

Ellipsis and 
substitution

Biological blueprints 

Critical thinking 
Understanding 
connotation

Nominalization

Pronunciation 
Words with two 
stress patterns

Wanis Kabbaj

Idea worth spreading  
We can find inspiration in human 
biology to design efficient and 
elegant transportation systems 
for the future.

Authentic listening skills 
Predicting what comes next

Asking for 
and giving 
information

A report 

Writing skill 
Expressions of 
approval and 
disapproval

7 �Moving forward
Pages 80–91

What a driverless world could 
look like

Teenage 
stereotypes

Vocabulary 
building  
Binomial 
expressions

A radio 
programme about 
teenagers

Adverbials

Pronunciation 
Intonation of 
really

Ms Marvel  
teenage comic 
superhero

Critical thinking 
Evaluating evidence

Expressing habitual 
actions and states

Sarah-Jayne 
Blakemore

Idea worth spreading  
The human brain undergoes 
profound changes during the 
teenage years, making it an 
amazing time for learning and 
creativity.

Authentic listening skills 
Preparing to listen

Showing 
understanding, 
offering 
encouragement 
and help

Pronunciation 
Sympathetic 
intonation

An essay 
comparing 
advantages and 
disadvantages

Writing skill 
Interpreting 
essay questions

8 The real me
Pages 92–103

The mysterious workings of the 
adolescent brain

Health and fitness

Vocabulary 
building  
Adjective suffixes 
-able and -ible

A radio 
programme about 
healthy living

Relative clauses 
with prepositions 

‘Blue Zones’®

Critical thinking 
Checking facts

Articles Kenneth Shinozuka

Idea worth spreading  
Smart uses of sensory technology 
can improve our lives as we 
age, particularly for Alzheimer’s 
patients and those who care for 
them.

Authentic listening skills  
Understanding fast speech 

Discussing, 
summarizing 
and responding 
to proposals 

Pronunciation 
Intonation in 
responses

A proposal

Writing skill 
Impersonal style

9 A healthy life
Pages 104–115

My simple invention, designed to 
keep my grandfather safe

Making your point

Vocabulary 
building 
Adjectives ending 
in -ful and -less

An interview with 
Dr Emily Grossman 
on conveying 
the concept of 
electricity to 
students

Pronunciation 
Question 
intonation

Advanced 
question types

Earthrise

Critical thinking 
Understanding 
quotations

Subordinate clauses Chris Anderson
Idea worth spreading A great 
idea is the core ingredient to a 
truly great talk, because our ideas 
have the potential to change 
someone else's perspective for 
the better or inspire someone to 
do something differently.

Authentic listening skills  
Collaborative listening

Giving a 
presentation

Pronunciation 
to

A review

Writing skill 
Reference

10Ideas
Pages 116–127

TED’s secret to great public speaking
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Grammar reference  128      Irregular verb list  148      Writing bank  149      Word lists  155
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1
 � Hopes  
and dreams

8 

I N  t h i s  u ni  t  Y O U

•  �talk about your hopes and dreams

•  read about children’s dream jobs

•  �learn about what students can do 
between school and university

•  �watch a TED Talk about how to make 
sure your dreams come true

•  �write an article
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Vocabulary  Dreams and ambitions
	 1 	Work in pairs. Look at these dreams and ambitions. Discuss the questions.

•	 Which have you already achieved?
•	 Which appeal to you? Which don’t appeal to you?
•	 Are there any you are not sure about?

be famous	 be successful	 do voluntary work  
go to college	 make a difference	 pass my driving test  
raise a family	 see the world	 set up a business

	   2 	Add three dreams or ambitions of your own. Work in pairs. Explain your 
dreams and ambitions to your partner.

	   3 	Complete the bold phrases in the text with these words. Use each word only 
once. There may be more than one possible answer.

achieve	 ambitions	 broaden	 fulfil	 grab	 obstacles 
pursue	 realize	 target	 true	 undertake	 wildest

With the help of a National Geographic Young Explorer’s grant, Kyle Hemes  
and Stew Motta were able to (1)  an ambitious goal: to  
(2)  a 900-mile cycle ride across parts of China and Laos to 
study the impact of a planned railway line on local communities. Trips like 
these also enable young people to (3)  their horizons, by 
understanding the challenges of modern life in traditional societies.

Marc Evans had to overcome many (4)  : learning  
problems, homelessness, and a difficult family life, before he was able to  
(5)  his ambition of going to university at the age of 30. 
Now he is hoping to (6)  his dream of working to help 
disadvantaged young people succeed in education. His advice to young people  
is to set a (7)  , no matter how big or small, as it’s never too  
late to (8)  your potential.

When Erika Bergman was offered the chance, the day after graduating,  
to train as a submersible (submarine) pilot, she immediately decided to  
(9)  the opportunity. When she qualified in 2013, it was  
a dream come (10)  . As a National Geographic Young  
Explorer, she can now engage in exciting projects that she had never in  
her (11)  dreams imagined possible. Erika’s burning  
(12)  are to climb Mount Everest and to encourage girls  
to pursue careers in science.

	   4  	MY PERSPECTIVE

	 Work in pairs. Discuss the questions.

•	 Has anyone given you advice about achieving goals? What was it?  
Did you follow it?

•	 What help does the government / society provide for everyone to  
realize their full potential?

•	 Are there any obstacles that exist to young people to fulfil potential?  
What about other groups? How could these obstacles be removed?

•	 How else could you broaden your horizons apart from travelling?

1A  A dream come true 

Kyle Hemes and Stew Motta  
cycle through a landscape  
of rice terraces and mountains  
in part of the Yuanyang  
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Unit 1  Hopes and dreams  9
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Listening
	   5 	Listen to four people talking about a dream or 

ambition. What dream or ambition is each one talking 
about?    1

	6 	Work in pairs. Which of the speakers (1–4) mentions 
the following? There may be more than one correct 
answer. Listen again and check your ideas. Note any 
words or phrases that support your answers.    1

a	 developing a talent recognized by others
b	 setting targets to achieve their goal
c	 a problem with a life-work balance
d	 disappointment at not realizing a dream
e	 working with other people
f	 having to wait patiently to reach their goal
g	 realizing there will be hard work ahead
h	 being tested
i	 determination to realize a dream

grammar  Review of tenses
Future forms

a � He and his partner are opening a new restaurant  
next month.

b � Even a half marathon is difficult for me, so it’s going to 
be tough …

c � … but hopefully I’ll be able to manage it.

d  �… I’m definitely going to try again next time.

e � The course starts next September …

f � … so I’ll be practising hard all next summer.

g  �… as soon as I’ve started the course I’ll have the chance 
to take up another instrument.

h  �It’ll probably be the piano …

	    7 	Look at the sentences in the Grammar box. Match the 
sentences (a–h) with their uses (1–8).

1	 a prediction based on something you know in  
the present

2	 a firm intention
3	 an action that will be in progress at a point in the future
4	 a fixed arrangement, often involving other people
5	 a timetabled future event
6	 a prediction of something certain
7	 a prediction of something possible
8	 a hope or belief for the future

Check your answers on page 128. Do Exercise 1.

	8 	Work in pairs. Read the text and choose the  
options that are not correct / less natural for talking 
about the future.

I’ve always had a fascination with books and have 
admired writers. Since primary school my ambition  
has been to write, and now it appears that my dream  
(1) will come / comes / is going to come true. After winning 
first prize in a short story competition for a national 
magazine, I was approached by an editor who 
encouraged me to develop the story into a novel, which 
 I did. The editor loved it and my first novel (2) is going to 
be / is / will be being published! It (3) is / will be / is being 
the publishing company’s tenth anniversary next month 
and the book is being released online on the first of the 
month. The main annual book fair (4) is going to take /  
is taking / takes place in October, and the company  
(5) will probably print / is probably printing / probably prints 
the book for that. (6) I meet / I’ll meet / I’m meeting my 
editor next week to talk about translations. The company 
(7) will be translating / is translating / will translate the book 
into Spanish for their sister company – they do that with 
all their books – and there are several other possibilities. 
Once the promotion of this book is over, (8) I’ll start /  
I’m starting / I’m going to start thinking about my next  
one – I can’t wait!

10  Unit 1  Hopes and dreams
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	  9 	Look at the sentences in the Grammar box above. 
Answer the questions.

1	 Which sentence describes a series of actions in  
the past?

2	 Which sentence describes repeated actions in the past?
3	 Sentences c, d and e are all in the present continuous. 

What does it express in each case? Which one might be 
considered unusual? Why?

4	 Which four sentences describe an action starting in one 
time and continuing up to another?

5	 Which one is followed by a future if the sentence is 
complete?

Check your answers on page 128. Do Exercises 2 and 3.

 10 	Complete the text with the verbs in brackets in the 
correct tense.

Im Dong-Hyun is a perfect example of following your life’s 
ambition. The South Korean archer (1)  
(target) gold at the London Olympics of 2012, and it (2) 

 (look) for a while as though this was a 
distinct possibility when Im (3)  (break) 
the world record in the qualification round, and was 
ranked first going into the knock-out rounds. In fact, he 
(4)  (already / help) his national archery 
team to golden glory in the 2004 and 2008 Olympics, but 
(5)  (miss) out on an individual medal 
both times. So Im (6)  (anticipate) this 
moment for years, but unfortunately, his final attempt 
in London was not to be: despite being ranked first, Im 
(7)  (be knocked out) before he (8) 

 (even / reach) the quarter-final stage. So 
why is this story so unusual? Im Dong-Hyun  
is registered blind and (9)  (struggle) 
even to read a newspaper, yet his disability  
(10)  (never / prevent) him from trying  
to achieve his goal.

 11  	MY PERSPECTIVE

	 Work in pairs. What do you think of Im Dong Hyun’s 
achievement? Is it very special? Do you know of 
anyone who has achieved a goal, or nearly achieved a 
goal, when the circumstances were difficult?

 12  	Make a timeline of something you have achieved 
in your life – it could be a sporting achievement, an 
academic achievement, something you have done 
for your community – and what you might do in the 
future (connected with it). Then discuss your timelines 
in groups.

Present and past tenses

a	 �… my dad had been working in a really stressful job …

b	 �… every day he was leaving home at six in the  
morning …

c	 �… the business is going from strength to strength.

d	 �And they’re absolutely loving it!

e	 �Running is becoming really popular where I live …

f	 �I’d never been particularly sporty before …

g	 �I’ve always been interested in stargazing …

h	 �I’ve been taking cello lessons since I was a kid.

i	 �And then the chance came up … so I grabbed the 
opportunity.

j	 �… as soon as I’ve started the course …

2006	 2013	 2015	 2017	 NOW	 in 3 years

Perseid meteors streak across the 
sky during the annual Perseid 
meteor shower in eastern Turkey.

was targeting
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Vocabulary building  Employment 
collocations
	 1 	Complete the bold phrases about work with these 

words. Which sentences describe problems, and which 
describe opportunities?

apprenticeship	 early	 glass	 minimum 
parental	 state	 unemployment	 voluntary

1	 School-leavers who do not go to university can apply 
to work on vocational  schemes.

2	 The  rate is rising, especially among 
young people who leave school without qualifications.

3	 There are no  benefits to help people 
who are out of work.

4	 Household incomes are low, because there is no legal 
 wage.

5	 Mothers and fathers can take  leave 
to spend more time with their babies.

6	 There is a(n)  ceiling that stops 
women being promoted to top jobs.

7	 Some people take  redundancy if 
their company is downsized.

8	 Nowadays more and more people are taking 
 retirement and living off  

their pensions.

Reading
	  2 	Work in pairs. Discuss the questions.

•	 What job(s) did you dream of doing as a child? Why?
•	 What job do you hope to do nowadays? Why?
•	 If the job is different, why have you changed your mind?

	  3 	Read the article. How many different surveys are 
mentioned? What was the focus of each?

	  4 	Match the infographics with:

1	 paragraphs 1 and 2	 3  paragraph 4
2	 paragraph 3	 4  paragraph 5

	   5 	Read the article again. Are the sentences true (T) or 
false (F)? Find evidence for your answers in the article.

1	 The vast majority of people do not do the job they 
dreamed of as a child.

2	 LinkedIn found that roughly one third of people do 
jobs that are similar to their childhood ambition.

3	 The survey revealed that many people chose 
engineering because of its high status.

4	 Teaching and medicine are more popular in 
developing countries than in developed countries.

5	 Children often dream of doing jobs related to their 
natural abilities.

	6 	Find words or phrases in the article that match  
the definitions.

1	 ambitions (paragraph 1)
2	 wanting to become (paragraph 1)
3	 imagine (paragraph 4)
4	 inequality between men and women (paragraph 4)
5	 rich (paragraph 5)
6	 unrealistic ambitions (paragraph 6)
7	 natural (paragraph 6)
8	 think about (paragraph 6)

	    7  	MY PERSPECTIVE

	 Work in pairs. Discuss the questions.

•	 Which facts did you find most interesting? Why?
•	 Do you think the surveys are limited in any way? What 

else would you like to know about them?
•	 Was your childhood dream job linked to your talents?
•	 What do you think children in your country dream of 

doing nowadays? Why?
•	 What were the differences between boys and girls’ 

career aspirations in the survey? Do you think this is 
true for your age group?

CRITICAL THINKING  Understanding attitude

Writers sometimes reveal their attitude (or feelings) 
towards the facts or events they are writing about, for 
instance by using adjectives (e.g. impressive, surprising) 
or adverbs (e.g. fortunately, sadly, strangely). In academic 
articles, writers do not normally express a personal 
attitude in this way.

	  8 	Work in pairs. Find these words and phrases in the 
article. Discuss which of the attitudes (a-d) they express.

1	 in a lucky minority (line 6)
2	 needless to say (line 7)
3	 at least (line 11)
4	 makes depressing reading (line 30)
5	 No surprises there. (line 39)
6	 fascinating (line 50)
7	 hardly surprising (line 57)

a	 This is bad.
b	 This is not surprising.
c	 This is good.
d	 This is interesting.

1B  Dream jobs
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  2   What did you want to be when you were 
younger? A firefighter? A ballet dancer? A train 
driver? And did you end up in your dream job? 
According to research carried out by the online 
professional network LinkedIn, people who fulfil 
their childhood aspirations are in a lucky minority. 
And needless to say, few would-be astronauts or 
prime ministers ever achieve their ambitions. In 
fact, fewer than one in ten are currently earning a 
living from their dream job, though just over one 
in five has at least found work in a related field.

LinkedIn surveyed over 8,000 professionals 
in fifteen different countries, including Brazil, 
Singapore, Sweden, the UAE and the US. The 
survey revealed that almost half of those who did 
not end up in their dream jobs had been attracted 
to a different career path as they grew up, while 
just over one in ten discovered that their original 
dream was too difficult or expensive to pursue.

The most common dream jobs worldwide fell 
into the creative and artistic category, which 
encompasses everything from writers and actors 
to chefs and acrobats. However, the single 
most popular dream career in most countries, 
particularly in India, was engineer. Presumably  
the high starting salary, not to mention the 
growing job opportunities, job security and social 
status of the profession, have something to do 
with its popularity.

The survey makes depressing reading for those 
committed to smashing the glass ceiling. It found 
that boys were more likely than girls to envisage 
themselves in top jobs; more than 13% of boys 
aspired to be president, prime minister or secret 
agent, as opposed to 8% of girls. Girls, by contrast, 
nurtured more modest ambitions of achieving 
success as teachers, vets, singers, or nurses – being 
a writer was among the most ambitious goals. No 

surprises there. The gender gap was even  
more noticeable in science and engineering: 
machine-operated jobs like pilot, mechanic, and 
racing car driver were favoured by 15% of boys 
but only 2% of girls.

Another survey, conducted by the children’s 
charity ChildFund, asked over 6,000 ten- to  
twelve-year-olds, in 47 countries around the world, 
about their career goals. The most popular job, 
for just under a fifth of children worldwide, was 
doctor, followed closely by teacher, for 16%. But 
the survey also revealed some fascinating global 
contrasts. In developing countries, just over a 
quarter of children listed medicine as their goal, 
and just under a quarter aspired to be teachers; in 
developed countries, by contrast, the figures were 
8% and 5% respectively. Being a professional or 
Olympic athlete was the dream of 19% of children 
in the developed world; it is hardly surprising that 
only 4% of people in less affluent countries could 
allow themselves the luxury of such aspirations.

So should we take our earliest dreams seriously, 
or are they merely wishful thinking? ‘The dream 
jobs we aspire to as children are a window into 
our passions and talents’, says Nicole Williams, 
career expert for LinkedIn. ‘We don’t generally 
enjoy doing what we don’t have an inherent ability 
to do’. So when choosing a career path, perhaps 
young people should reflect on their dream career 
and ask themselves, ‘What does this tell me about 
who I am, and what I could do in the future?’
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Living the dream

boys girls

president, prime minister or secret agent 13% 8%

pilot, mechanic, or racing car driver 15% 2%

CAREER ASPIRATIONS BY GENDER

doctor teacher Olympic athlete

all 19% 16% 10%

developed countries 8% 5% 19%

developing countries 27% 24% 4%

working in same job

found more 
interesting job

ADULT PROFESSIONALS AND CHILDHOOD 
DREAM JOBS

43.5%

8.9%

16%

21%

dream job too 
expensive or difficult

working in 
related field

other

ASPIRATIONS ACROSS THE WORLD CHILDHOOD DREAMS OF ADULT PROFESSIONALS

engineer airplane  
or 
helicopter 
pilot

doctor, 
nurse  
or EMT

scientist teacher lawyer writer, 
journalist 
or 
novelist

astronaut

8%
7%
6%
5%
4%
3%
2%
1%

7.7% 7% 6.7% 6.2% 5.8%

3.9% 3.7% 3.2%
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1C  Bridging the gap

Exploring in New South Wales, 
Australia.

1C  Bridging the gap
Grammar  Continuous and perfect aspects
	 1 	Work in pairs. Read the text and answer the questions.

1	 What is a gap year? 
2	 What activities are Suzi Q and Enrique doing on their gap years?

Gap year dreams
Have you ever dreamt of taking time out to see the world or doing something 
completely different? These days, more and more young people are taking a  
gap year between school and college. The idea of the gap year started in the  
UK in the 1960s and its popularity is still growing, and not only in the UK: the 
number of students in the US taking time out has been increasing since 2006, 
and gap years are known in countries as diverse as Venezuela and Ghana. 
It is commonly believed that a gap year helps young people broaden their 
perspectives and gain maturity. What do you think?

COMMENTS:
Susie Q   I’m currently working in Costa Rica for three months as part of my gap 
year, helping young schoolchildren with their English. I feel as though I’ve grown 
up a lot and I’m sure my studies will benefit from it.

Enrique   I’m at the end of a few months in Shanghai, China. I’ve been 
volunteering in an Anglo-Chinese law firm. I’d been studying law for a year before 
I came here but this has made law real for me. I’ve also made some good friends, 
and we’ll definitely keep in touch.

	  2 	Look at the Grammar box. Match the sentences (a–g) with the questions 
(1–5). You can match the sentences more than once.

Continuous and perfect aspects

a	� … more and more young people are taking a gap year …

b	� … the number of students in the US … has been increasing since 2006 …

c	� I’m currently working in Costa Rica …

d	� I feel as though I’ve grown up a lot and I’m sure my studies will benefit from it.

e	� I’ve been volunteering in an Anglo-Chinese law firm.

f	� I’d been studying law for a year before I came here …

g	� I’ve also made some good friends, and we’ll definitely keep in touch.

Which sentence(s)

1	 describe temporary actions or situations?    c,
2	 describe actions in progress or situations? 
3	 describe a completed action or situation?
4	 describe a past action that links with the present / future?
5	 describes a past action which relates to a more recent past action?

	   3 	Choose the correct option to complete the descriptions of the continuous 
and perfect aspects.

The continuous aspect describes actions or situations that are (1) in progress / 
finished, and usually that are (2) permanent / temporary.
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