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WELCOME
A LESSONS IN LIFE
Saying yes and adding conditions

1 1.02  Read the dialogue and complete 
each space with one word. Listen and check. 

LIAM h is is hopeless. I give 1  .

KAT What’s the problem?

LIAM h is new smart TV. I’ll never 2  
used to it.

KAT Why not?

LIAM It’s just so complicated. It’s nothing 
like the old one.

KAT Have you read the manual? 

LIAM Are you joking? Have you seen the 
size of it? I haven’t got time.

KAT Well, you’ll never know how to use 
it 3  you read it.

LIAM No one reads manuals these days. 
Anyway, things are just 4  to work 
when you switch them on, aren’t they?

KAT Didn’t the man at the shop show you how 
to use it? 

LIAM He ran 5  a few things with me and 
pointed out the most important features, 
but … 

KAT But what?

LIAM I don’t think I was really listening. 

KAT You never learn, do you?

LIAM Can you 6  a look at it for me? 
You’re good at things like this.

KAT OK, I’ll look into it 7  you promise 
me one thing.

LIAM What’s that?

KAT I’ll get it to work for you as 8  as 
you … 

2 Complete Kat’s last line. Compare with the
rest of the class.

3 SPEAKING  Work in pairs and discuss.

1 When was the last time you had a problem with 
technology? What happened? Did you manage 
to solve it? 

2 How ot en do people ask you to help them with 
technology problems? 

3 How easy do you i nd it to explain such things 
to other people?

4 WRITING  Complete the sentences with your own 
ideas and then compare with a partner.

1 I’ll help you with your homework provided … 

2 You can borrow my laptop as long as … 

3 I’ll tell Mum what you did unless … 

4 Help me clear up this mess. Otherwise … 

get used to

1 Complete with the missing verbs then add some 
ideas of your own. 

What people said about the i rst mobile phones: 

People will never get used to

0 texting  rather than speaking to others.

1  videos on such a small screen.

2  photos on a phone.

3  to music through headphones.

4  such a small keyboard.

5 

6 

7 

2 SPEAKING  Work in pairs. Discuss the latest item of 
technology that you have. Talk about features:

 ● you’ve already got used to.

 ● you’re not used to yet.

 ● you think you’ll never get used to.
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WELCOME

Secrets of love

1 Read the essay quickly. What are the writer’s grandfather’s secrets to a successful marriage?

2 Read the essay again and answer the questions.

1 What did other people think about how quickly the writer’s grandparents got married?

2 Why does the writer’s granddad say respect is important?

3 Why does he say patience is important?

4 What does he say about having children?

3 SPEAKING  Work in pairs and decide what you 
think the secrets of a good friendship are. 

My grandparents have been together for 50 years. It’s amazing, isn’t it? 
My granddad asked my grandma out when they were 18. He asked her 
to marry him two weeks later, she said ‘yes’ and they got engaged. They 
were married nine months after that, although everyone else thought they 
were mad. His parents warned him that it wouldn’t last and predicted 
that they’d split up before they turned 20. Well, they didn’t. They proved 
everyone wrong and half a century on they’re more in love than ever.
I’m thinking of asking my girlfriend to marry me so I asked my granddad what the secret to a long and happy marriage 
is and if he had any advice. He had loads. One of the most important things, he said, was respect. Without respect, there’s no 
chance of a relationship surviving. You both have to be able to accept the other person for who they are and give them room to do 
the things they need to do. He also highly recommended patience. He said that it was impossible to live with someone day in, day 
out for 50 years without falling out occasionally. But, with patience, he said that he and my grandma have always been able to 
work things out. He said that having children had been a really important part of their marriage. However, he said he believed it 
was something that shouldn’t be rushed into. They’d waited ten years before starting a family. He felt it had given them plenty of 
time to really get to know each other. He also said that he knew many happy couples who hadn’t had children. 
But the most important secret of all, he said, was something he couldn’t really put into words. It was the feeling he had when he 
i rst saw my grandma. He said that from that moment on he knew they’d be together forever. And he wasn’t wrong.

Love and relationships

1 Complete the rules with the missing words.

start | out | over | fall | engaged | date

1 Never  in love with the same person twice.
 

2 Never introduce your new boy/girlfriend 
to your family on your i rst  . 

3 Don’t  a family with someone you’re not 
in love with.

 

4 Always get  before you get married.
 

5 Never go  with your best friend’s ex.
 

6 Never ask someone out if you’re not 
completely   your ex.

 

2 Do you agree with these rules? Give each rule a score from 
0–5 (0 = completely disagree; 5 = completely agree). 

3 SPEAKING  Work in pairs and discuss the rules. How similar 
or dif erent are your scores? Where you have dif erent 
scores, try to convince your partner of your opinion.

4 Put the words in order to make questions.

h ings not to say on a i rst date. 

1 to / you / Do / marry / want / me / ?

2 want / How / you / children / many / do / ?

3 the / you / pay / Can / meal / for / ?

4 and / you / to / want / mum / meet / Do / 
my / dad / ?

5 don’t / weight / lose / Why / a / of / bit / you / ?

5 ROLE PLAY  Work in pairs. 

Student A: you went on a date with someone 
who asked you questions 2 and 3. 
Student B: you went on a date with someone 
who asked you questions 4 and 5. 

 Write your questions in reported question 
form. h en tell your partner about 
your date, expanding on your reported 
questions. Whose date was worse?

He asked me if I wanted to marry him.














