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Discrete writing skills, such as creating topic sentences and recognizing
irrelevant information, are critical for good writers. This 4-level series
teaches these skills and offers extensive practice opportunities.

SKiLL PRESENTATION

Each unit teaches a single
e G e discrete writing skill, helping
'?_':":-:_&_"_;":ﬁ: students focus their attention
on developing the skill fully.
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Sentence Variety
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When students master these skills, all of their writing improves. This allows
teachers to focus their time and feedback on the content of student work.
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SkiLL Quiz

Each unit ends with a quiz,
giving teachers a quick
snapshot of how well the
students learned the skill.
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PRACTICE

The units include extensive
practice so that students can
truly master each skill.
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Avoiding Sentence Fragments,
Run-0Ons, and Comma Splices

et ﬁf"J‘__ -
THE ENVIRONMENT AND YOU

CONNECTING TO THE THEME

How “environmentally friendly” are you?

How do you get to school or work each day?
A | take the subway. B | always drive. C | ride my bike.

What do you use to take notes on in class?
A | use a notebook made from 100 percent recycled paper. B | use expensive, white, lined paper.
C | use my laptop.

What kinds of bags do you use at the grocery store?
A | use paper bags that | recycle. B | use plastic bags that | throw away.
C | use a canvas bag that | re-use each day.
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A. Skill Presentation

Some of the most common mistakes in writing are using sentence fragments, run-on sentences, and
comma splices.

A sentence fragment is the result of

+ asentence missing either a subject or a verb.

- asentence not expressing a complete idea.

« adependent clause being used on its own without an independent clause.

Look at these sentence fragments and how they can be corrected.

Is a major problem. X (missing a subject)
Water pollution is a major problem. v/

Environmentalists work the effects of pollution. X (doesn’t express a complete idea)
Environmentalists work to decrease the effects of pollution. v/

Because it affects the whole world. X (missing an independent clause)
Pollution is a global problem because it affects the whole world. v/

A run-on sentence has two or more independent clauses that are connected without a comma or a
conjunction. Look at this sentence and how it can be corrected.

Air pollution can cause health problems it can make existing problems worse. X
Air pollution can cause health problems. It can make existing problems worse. v/
Air pollution can cause health problems, and it can make existing problems worse. v/

A comma splice has two or more independent clauses that are connected with a comma, but
without a conjunction. Look at this sentence and how it can be corrected.

People may have access to water, this water may not be clean. X
People may have access to water, but this water may not be clean. v/




