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Content of Cambridge English: Key

The Cambridge English: Key (and Key for Schools) examination is at A2 level of the Common European
Framework. There are three papers - Paper 1 Reading and Writing, Paper 2 Listening and Paper 3 Speaking,

There are five grades: Pass with Merit (about 85% of the total marks) and Pass (about 70% of the total marks) are
passing grades at A2 level. An additional grade of Pass with Distinction records a pass at B1 level. A Narrow Fail
(about 5% below the pass mark) records Al level achievement. For this and the Fail grade, the results slip will

show the papers which had particularly low marks.

Paper 1 Reading and Writing 1hourio minutes

(50% of the total marks)

There are nine parts in this paper and they are always in the same order. Parts 1-5 test a range of reading skills
and Parts 6-9 test basic writing skills. You write all your answers on the answer sheet.

Task type Number of
questions
5

Reading  Matching
Part1 :
Reading = Multiple choice 5

Part 2 (A, BorC)

Reading  Multiple choice (A, B or C) P
Part 3 AND Matching

Reading  Right / Wrong / Doesn't 7
Part 4 say
OR 7
Multiple choice (A, B or C)
Reading  Multiple choice (A, B or C) 8
Partsg
Writing = Word completion 5
Part 6
Writing  Open cloze 10
Part 7
Writing  Information transfer 5
Part 8
Writing  Short message 1
Part g

You match five sentences to eight notices.

Task format Objective
Exam folder
EF 2

You choose the right words to complete five sentences. EF 3
You choose the right answer to complete short EF 8
conversational exchanges.

You answer seven questions on a text. EF 6
OR :

You read a text and choose the right answer to seven questions. EF 10
You choose the right words to complete eight spaces in a EF 3
short text.

You decide which words go with five definitions and spell WEF 1
them correctly.

You fill ten spaces in a text such as a postcard with single WF 2
words, spelled correctly.

You complete a set of notes or a form with information WF 4
from one or two texts.
You write a short message, such as a note, an email ora WF 3, WF 5

postcard (25-35 words), which includes three pieces of
information.
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