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Content of Cambridge English: Key

The Cambridge English: Key (and Key for Schools) examination is at A2 level of the Common European
Framework. There are three papers — Paper 1 Reading and Writing, Paper 2 Listening and Paper 3 Speaking.

There are five grades: Pass with Merit (about 85% of the total marks) and Pass (about 70% of the total marks)
are passing grades at A2 level. An additional grade of Pass with Distinction records a pass at B1 level. A Narrow
Fail (about 5% below the pass mark) records Al level achievement. For this and the Fail grade, the results slip
will show the papers which had particularly low marks.

Paper 1 Reading and Writing 1hour 10 minutes (50% of the total marks)

There are nine parts in this paper and they are always in the same order. Parts 1-5 test a range of reading skills
and Parts 6-9 test basic writing skills. You write all your answers on the answer sheet.

Task type Number of Task format Objective
questions Exam folder

Reading  Matching You match five sentences to eight notices.
Part1
Reading ~ Multiple choice 5 You choose the right words to complete five sentences. EF3

Part 2 (A,BorC)

Reading  Multiple choice (A, B or C) 5 You choose the right answer to complete short EF 8
Part 3 AND Matching conversational exchanges.
Reading  Right / Wrong /Doesn’t say 7 You answer seven questions on a text. EF 6
Part 4 OR OR

Multiple choice (A, B or C) 7 You read a text and choose the right answer to seven questions. EF 10
Reading  Multiple choice (A, B or C) 8 You choose the right words to complete eight spaces in a EF3
Part 5 short text.
Writing  Word completion 5 You decide which words go with five definitions and spell WF1
Part 6 them correctly.
Writing  Open cloze 10 You fill ten spaces in a text such as a postcard with single WF 2
Part 7 words, spelled correctly.
Writing  Information transfer 5 You complete a set of notes or a form with information from WF 4
Part 8 one or two texts.
Writing  Short message 1 You write a short message, such as a note, an email or a postcard ~ WF 3, WF 5
Part 9 (25—-35 words), which includes three pieces of information.

6 CONTENT OF CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: KEY



Paper 2 Listening about 30 minutes (including 8 minutes to transfer answers) (25% of the total marks)

There are five parts in this paper and they are always in the same order. You hear each recording twice.
You write your answers on the answer sheet at the end of the test.

Task type Number of Task format Objective
Questions Exam folder

Listening  Multiple choice You answer five questions by choosing the correct picture, word or
Part 1 (A,Bor() number. There are two speakers in each short conversation.
Listening ~ Matching 5 You match five questions with eight possible answers. There are two EE
Part 2 speakers.
Listening  Multiple choice 5 You answer five questions about a conversation between two EF9
Part 3 (A,Bor() speakers.
Listening ~ Gap-fill 5 You complete five spaces in a set of notes. There are two speakers. EF 4
Part 4
Listening ~ Gap-fill 5 You complete five spaces in a set of notes. There is one speaker. EE)
Partsg

Paper 3 Speakmg 8-10 minutes for a pair of students (25% of the total marks)

There are two parts to the test and they are always in the same order. There are two candidates and two
examiners. Only one of the examiners asks the questions.

Task type Time Objective Exam
folder

Speaking The examiner asks both 5—-6 minutes  You must give information about yourself.

Part 1 candidates some questions.

Speaking The candidates talk together ~ 3—4 minutes  You are given some material to help you ask and EElS
Part 2 to find out information. answer questions.

New for the second edition of Objective Key

In this second edition, there are new texts, pictures and exercises, as well as new audio recordings. There is also
extra A2 level vocabulary from the English Vocabulary Profile (see below). A new CD-ROM and free website
material provide more practice.

@ English Vocabulary Profile

The English Vocabulary Profile is an online resource with information about the words and phrases that
learners of English know at each of the six levels of the Common European Framework — A1 to C2. For
important A2 vocabulary, see the Key words boxes in the units, the Vocabulary folder and the Practice for Key
Writing Part 6.

¢ * CD-ROM

A CD-ROM provides many interactive activities, including grammar, vocabulary, listening and reading and
writing. Games make practising the language fun. All the extra activities are linked to topics in the Student’s
Book.

Website www.cambridge.org/elt/objectivekey
The website contains further grammar and vocabulary practice for students.
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1.1 Friends for ever

1 Here are some reasons why friends are important. Look at them together. Which are true for you?

Which is the best reason? Write three more reasons together.

Twelve re
why

ﬂ Friends are always
there for you.

They don't
tell you lies.

It isn't fun to watch & ‘ You get funny text h

x5 television alone. messages from them. |
You have someone -

to go shoppmg with.

It's great to
go on the
PlayStation
together.

You can chat about
football for hours.

Friends don't forget
your birthday.

They help you with
your homework

Your best friend has |~
your favourite ice
cream in the fridge.

Parties without your |
friends aren’t good!




Listening

4 "VIH Listen to Maria asking four
teenagers about their best friends.
Complete the information.

Copy and complete the verb
boxes. Some words are in
exercise 1.

The verb be

lam, I'm, I'm not

Best friend is . Jonny.....
How old is he?

you
he, she, it

we

they

|
you
he, she, it
we

they Best friend is ...

Why is she special? ...
How old is Kelly-Anne?

Pronunciation

3 "1 Spelling is important in
the Key exam. Listen and write
down the letters you hear.
What famous names do the
letters spell?

5 "1IA Listen and write short answers to Maria’s questions.

(_a_fiIn: s?[a_r)_ _____ 1 Whats your best friend called?
2 Can you spell that?
- 3 How old is he or she?
(a boy in a cartoon) 4 When do you meet?
4 5 Where do you go together?
(a footballer) 6 What do you do together?
5 7 Why is your friend special?
(_a_p:)plzla_r_ﬁl_m_)_ 6 Now ask and answer questions
1-7 from exercise 5 in pairs. answering
O e e e Use some of this language from Well ...
(an American band) the recording. Right ... That’s easy.
That’s difficult.
That'’s right.

l OK ... can you spell that?] [t's M-A-R-T-A.
v \!

@ght, and why is Marta special? J [Well, because sheg
v N

UNIT 1 9



1.2 Borrow this!

1 What things do you lend your friends? Do they always Key ords

give them back? Use these words to help you. books clothes computer games

DVD i ke-
2 Read the photo story with another student. Why is Sam S _magazines maxe-dp money

angry at the beginning? Why isn’t he angry at the end?

Do you know about

LS E e it ' B . Gary’s problems? He isn’t
.‘ B What's wrong, Sam? |8 : — ml Oh no! When do you B happy at his school.
L \ B Are you sad? 1 e RS S want them back?

rf-\

Tl

' No, I'm angry actually! Gary’s
got all my favourite DVDs!

‘ Now, but he doesn’t
want to give them back!

Not really. He wants to ||

come to our school.
4 DVD? | can lend you mine.

\ /"
>

L&

| That's a good idea.

LY = il = ‘= — .
Gary can come with us!

I think he’s pleased.

= = e ]
| know, let’s invite Gary to the cinema. & Sure. Are you free
What can we see? Something funny, [ 4 tonight, Sam?
| to make him laugh. ' '

Great idea, Lisa. How about
, -

Bl sending him a text now? | P
/ /4 Cool! Can you text
: g% | him about my DVDs?

/




Grammar Asking questions

3 Read the photo story again and find:

« a Yes/No question like this one: Are you sad?
« a Wh- question like this one: Whats wrong,
Sam?

Look carefully at the order of the words in the
questions. Then read the grammar rules and
add an example question for each one.

Yes/No questions in the present tense

» Questions with have got: Has Gary got your Avatar
DVD?
The verb have always comes first and got comes
after the subject.
EXAMPLE:

« Questions with be: Are you free tonight, Sam?
The verb also comes first.
EXAMPLE:

 Questions with can: Can you text him about my
DVDs?
This verb comes first and the main verb comes after
the subject.
EXAMPLE:

» Questions with other verbs: Do you know about
Gary’s problems?
The question starts with Do or Does and the main
verb comes after the subject.
EXAMPLE:

Wh- questions in the present tense

* Questions with be and have got: What is wrong,
Sam?
The verb comes after the question word.
EXAMPLE:

» Questions with can: What can we see?
This verb comes after the question word and the
main verb comes after the subject.
EXAMPLE:

» Questions with other verbs: When do you want
them back?
The verb form do or does comes after the question
word, then the subject and then the main verb.
EXAMPLE:

Suggesting things

You can use How about ... +ing? and Why don’t/
doesn’t ...? to suggest things:

EXAMPLE:

EXAMPLE:

®> page 136

Key,

Correct the mistakes that exam candidates
made with questions. Two are correct.

When you want to come here?
Where you are now?

How about meet me at 7 oclock?
Why don’'t we meet at the station?
Why you think it is interesting?
What do you want to buy?

Who he does like?

N N U W=

Ask and answer questions.

1 Why / you / happy?
A: Why are you happy?  B: Because it’s sunny!
2 Where / you / live?
3 What / your dad’s / first name?
4 When / this lesson / finish?
5 Who / special friend?
6 How / lending me ...?

Vocabulary

6 Complete the sentences with an adjective from

the box. There is one extra adjective. Then find
three more adjectives in the sentences.

amazing free horrible {ucky
pleased popular sick true worried

1 Marias so ... 4ey....... - she’s got two tickets

for tonight’s rock concert!
................................ - she’s in bed with flu.

tonight? Let’s go out!
! Can I have a

Are you ...
This sweet is really
different one?

= W

5 Imreally ... to see you. How are you?
6 Don'tlookso ... ~ I'm not angry!

7 Your new phoneis ... !'I want one.

8 Why is this cartoon so ................... ¢ 1 think

it’s really boring!

 Look at page 130. Ask questions to complete the

questionnaire about your partner. Ask him/her
to spell difficult words!

Tell the class about your partner.

UNIT 1 n



Exam folder1

Listening Part 1  Short conversations

In Part 1 of the Listening paper, you will hear five short conversations

on different topics. There are always two speakers (usually a man and a woman). Part 1
There is an example and five questions. You must choose the correct answer from 1]aBc
options A, B or C. These options can be pictures, words or numbers. 2 |ABC
(— - -
Note: Write your answers on the question paper during the test. You do not 3(ABC
transfer any answers to the answer sheet until the end of the test. 4|ABC
(—— -
Here is an example of the answer sheet for Part 1. You must write your answers 5 |ABS5

in pencil.

Here is an example question. Read the question and the recording script.
Match the parts in colour to pictures A, B or C. Then look at the other words in the
recording script and decide on the correct answer.

What did David do after school?
B = ~—_ ]

A B Cc

Mother You're late, David. Did you work in the library after your lessons finished?

David Mum, it was too sunny to be inside! | watched the football team with some
of my friends. They won the match! | can go to the library another afternoon.

Mother | suppose so. Well, why don’t you go on the PlayStation with your sister
before dinner?

David She’s busy with her homework.

EXAM ADVICE N

Before you listen

@ Read the questions and look at the choices to help you understand the topic.
® Underline the important words in each question.

First listening

e Listen out for language that matches the words you have underlined. In the example above, after
school is in the question, and after your lessons finished is on the recording.

e Rememober to listen carefully for the tense (e.g. present simple, present perfect) and person
(e.g. he, she, they) used in the question.

® Mark your answer in pencil on the question paper.
Second listening

® Check your choice of answer is correct and answer any questions you couldn’t answer the first time.
A\ v




1183
Part 1
Questions 1-5

You will hear five short conversations.

You will hear each conversation twice.

There is one question for each conversation.

For questions 1-5, put a tick (v) under the right answer.

1 What is the man buying for his lunch?

-
B[]
2 When is Maria’s party?
2 Wednesday 4 friday 5 Saturday
ALl B[] c [

3 Which postcard does the woman choose?
‘ %m. ; .

7\
S

BD’ o cl]

4 How much does the woman pay for the DVD?

£9.50 £10.50 £19.50

Al B[] cl]
5 What did the girl leave at Ben'’s flat?

EXAM FOLDER 1 13



1

Key,

G rords >pise o

2

3

Name the things in the pictures. Where can you buy them?
Match each group of things to a place in the box.

bookshop chemist department store
market sports shop

What else can you buy in each place? Make lists.

Use How much ...2 with uncountable nouns

How much shopping do you do? Answer these (8. .sHopRIng; CHOGlawe, Moy

questions. « Use How many ...? with countable nouns

e.g. magazines, DVDs, T-shirts).
1 How much chocolate do you buy every week? (e.g.mag )

2 How many magazines do you get each
month?

3 How much money do you spend on sweets?

4 How many pairs of trainers do you have?

5 How many T-shirts did you buy last year?

4 Ask and answer questions using How much ...?
or How many ...? with these nouns.

books clothes
make-up

DVDs ice cream
shampoo shoes




D WASH IN COLD WATER l\

@ = E & K :king is free for customers

9

2

MERAS HALF PRICE - .
LE ENDS TOMORROW! — for Playstation

y £10each
one: 01950

823001

5 Look quickly at texts A-H. Where can you see them?

EXAMPLE: You can see A on a sweater.

6 Read the texts more carefully. What letters are missing?

7 Which text (A-H) says this (1-5)?
1 Things are cheaper than usual today.
2 You get a drink with this meal.
3 Call the number if you are interested in any of these.
4 It costs nothing to leave your car if you are shopping here.
5 Do not put this in a machine.

8

11 Listen and repeat.

Underline the letters that
make the sounds /a:/, /e1/
and /&/.

car
supermarket
artist
department store

lel/

face

sale
PlayStation
email

apple
map
carrot
advert

9 Look at exercise 6 again

and find more words for the
three lists in exercise 8. Say
them first and then write
them down.



1 What are these ways of shopping? Do you do
any shopping like this? Is it better than going
into shops? Why? / Why not?

2 Read the conversation. Don’t worry about the
spaces at the moment. What is the conversation
about?

Kevin Good morning. Sportswear, Kevin
speaking. How can I help you?
Sally Hi. T've got your catalogue here, but

I can't find the price list. Can you
give me some prices?

Kevin Of course. Please tell me the page
number you're looking at.

Sally OK. The first thing is on page
(0 ) — and it’s the football shirt,
the blue and red one.

Kevin OK. The small and medium sizes
are £22.65 and large and extra large
are (2) £ ...

Sally Right. I'd like to order one, please,
size small.

Kevin Fine. Have you got any more things
to order?

Sally Yes, Id like some trainers. They’re
on page (3) ... . How much are
the black and purple ones at the top
of the page?

Kevin Well, they were £49.50 but they're
in the sale now, so they’re only
(4) £ ... . But we don’t have any
left in small sizes. What shoe size
are you?

Sally 'ma(5)....

Kevin Let me check. Wow, you're lucky!
We've got one pair in that size.

Sally Great. Well, that’s all I need. My
name and address is ...

3 "1X3 Now listen to the conversation and write
the missing numbers.




some and any

4 Look at these sentences from page 16.

1 Id like some trainers.

2 Id like some information.

3 Have you got any more things to order?
4 We don’t have any left in small sizes.

5 Can you give me some prices?

Complete rules a—e with some or any and match
them to sentences 1-5.

a Weuse ... some ... with uncountable nouns
in affirmative sentences.

b We always use
sentences. ||

in negative

c Weuse ... with countable nouns in
affirmative sentences. [ ]
d Weuse . for a request. []

in questions. [

0O~ page 137

Countable nouns usually have different singular
and plural forms, e.g. car, cars.

With uncountable nouns, there is only one form of
the word, e.g. rice.

To make a plural ...
a we usually add -s:
one book some books
When the noun ends in -sh, -ch, -ss, -s or -x, we
add -es:
dish dishes bus buses
glass glasses box boxes
When the noun ends in -o after a consonant,
we also add -es:
tomato tomatoes
When the noun ends in -y after a vowel, we add
-s:
toy toys
When the noun ends in -y after a consonant,
we change y toiand add -es:
story stories
Some nouns have irregular plurals, for example:
woman women fish  fish
child children foot feet

Make these words plural. Which group (a—f) do
they belong to?

baby coach dress monkey
potato tooth window

5 Complete the sentences with some or any.

1 Ican't find ... ... sunglasses I like
here.

2 Thereare . ... nice jackets in the
shops at the moment.

3 Arethere ... yellow surfing

T-shirts in the sale?

4 Iwanttobuy ... trainers, please.

5 Mum, can youlend me ... money?

6 Letsget ... sandwiches.

7 Has that website got ... special
prices?

8 Why dont webuy ... new DVDs?

9 There isn’t ... bread left - can you
get o in town?

Picture|puzzle]

» Look at the pictures. Write the singular and
plural forms of the word under each picture.

= D

e oR

* Now write the last letter of each singular form
in the boxes below. They make four words.
What do the words say?

1234 567 891011 12131415
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Exam folder 2

Reading Part 1 Notices

Part 1 of the Reading and Writing paper is a matching task. There is an
example and five questions. You must choose the correct answer from eight
notices (A-H).

1 These language areas are often tested in Part 1. Add another example to each
one.

1 modal verbs _you_can

2 comparison ..9der.

3 imperatives .don’t forget

4 prepositions with times and days of the week ... .«néd 3 p.m.
5 prepositions with places .1ext. to the restaurant

2 Look at the exam task opposite and underline examples of the language areas
1-5 above in different colours.

EXAM ADVICE “

Look at the eight notices first to see what the topics are.

Read the example sentence and its notice.

Cross out the example letter, so that you don’t choose it again by accident.
Read each sentence carefully and underline the key words.

Look for notices that have similar language.

Don’t just match a word or number in the sentence and notice — this may not be the
right answer.

Check your answers when you transfer them to your answer sheet. Below is an
example of the answer sheet for Part 1.

0> (0> (0> |[>|0> [ &+
(o (@[ |[Jo (o | =
ICHICHICHISHIS
Oo|le|lo |[je|[]o
(m {0m] Om |[Jm | [m
0= (U= 0 [ 0=
e |lle (e |[j@|[]e
0= |[I=|0=|[=|0=




Part 1
Questions 1-5
Which notice (A-H) says this (1-5)?

For questions 1-5, mark the correct letter A=H on your answer sheet.

Example:
0 Do not leave any suitcases on the floor. Answer: ‘ 0 ‘.é. Elamtbd £.|
1 It is possible to swim later in the evening A
now. . ]
Buy train tickets at machine
2 This is cheaper because it isn’t new. when office is closed

3 All our prices are lower for a short time. B

4 You can pay for your journey in a different

FOR SALE >
way if necessary.

Boy’s hike, only 2 months old
Half usual price

5 If you are 15 or younger, you may win c
some money.

D
PLEASE PUT ALL LUGGAGE
ABOVE YOUR SEAT
E
SALE ENDS NEXT TUESDAY -
15% OFF EVERYTHING UNTIL THEN
F
UNDER 16s GOLF COMPETITION
FIRST PRIZE £30!
G 4
SPEND £50 AND GET A
L FREE SPORTS BAG
H
POOL OPENING HOURS NOW LONGER:
7 am - 10 pm (was 8.45 pm)
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