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Syllabus
Unit Language Phonics

Routines weather: cloudy, cold, hot, raining/rainy, snowing/snowy, sunny, windy 
shapes: circle, rectangle, square, triangle colours: black, blue, brown, green, 
grey, orange, pink, purple, red, white, yellow numbers: 1–10

Welcome Unit: 
Let’s remember

Hello, I’m (Greenman). What’s your name?; body; characters; classroom; clothes; 
colours; food; playground
concepts: happy/sad numbers: 1–6

Unit 1: 
The surprise

brush your hair, brush your teeth, get dressed, get up, have breakfast, wash your 
face; Imperative (Get up!) 
concepts: early/late emotions: feeling surprise value: appreciating beauty in nature

Review 
ay (play)+
 ee (bee)

Unit 2: 
 The brown 
mouse

bathroom, bedroom, dining room, garden, kitchen, living room; Let’s fi nd the 
(cat). The (door) is (open). They’re in the (bedroom). They aren’t in the (kitchen). 
concepts: open/closed emotions: feeling scared value: being compassionate

ou (mouse)

Review 1: 
Autumn fun!

fall down, ground review: brown, orange, red; rainy, windy; leaves; hat, jumper; 
run, sing; morning routines and rooms in the house vocabulary

Unit 3:
Where is 
Greenman?

fi re station, hospital, playground, restaurant, school, shop; Where is (Greenman/
the honey)? There’s (honey) in the (playground). There isn't any (honey) in the 
(hospital). 
concepts: near/far numbers: 7 emotions: feeling worried 
value: caring for friends

ar (car)

Unit 4: 
The loud wind

doctor, fi refi ghter, police offi cer, shop assistant, teacher, waiter; Can I have some 
(pencils)? Yes, of course. 
concepts: quiet/loud numbers: 8 emotions: feeling tired value: asking for help

or (horn)

Review 2: 
Winter fun!

make a snowman, skate, ski, throwing snowballs review: grey, white; cold; 
boots, coat, hat; play; places in town and jobs vocabulary

Unit 5: 
A great game

bear, crocodile, elephant, giraffe, monkey, tiger; Who are you? I’m (an elephant). 
What are you doing? I’m (washing my face).
concepts: boring/exciting numbers: 9 emotions: feeling bored/excited 
value: having empathy

z (zebra)
v (vet)

Unit 6: 
Rain water

fi sh, lemon, lettuce, meat, sweetcorn, tomato; I like (lettuce). I don’t like (meat). 
concepts: sweet/sour/salty numbers: 10 emotions: feeling dislike 
value: appreciating food from nature

th (teeth/feather)
j (jam jar)

Review 3: 
Spring fun!

bunny, butterfl y, rainbow; smell review: coat; fl owers; happy; play, sing;
animals and food vocabulary

Carnival clown, pirate, superhero i (tie)

World Book Day dragon, king, queen qu (queen)

New Year clock, fi reworks, party oy (boys)

Green Day Earth, recycle, sea ir (bird)

Review 4: 
Summer fun!

splashing, summertime review: beach; hat, hot; happy; course vocabulary
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Welcome to Greenman and 
the Magic Forest Second Edition!

Magical adventures in early learning
It’s a beautiful day in the magic forest. Three friends are on an adventure, singing songs and 
learning about the natural world. Let’s explore together with Nico, Sam and our guide Greenman, 
the protector of the forest.  
Greenman and the Magic Forest nurtures children as they grow and learn a new language, by 
helping to develop confi dent social interactions and a caring approach to nature.

Objectives
Greenman, Sam, Nico, Stella and their other forest friends 
introduce children to a delightful English-speaking world through 
stories and songs. Activities focus on developing independence, 
fi ne and gross motor skills, communication skills and social and 
emotional skills. The integrated curriculum encourages pupils to 
make connections to concepts they are learning in other subject 
areas, so that they study English as a means of learning about the 
world around them.

Methodology
This pre-primary period is one of the most important times for 
learning in a child’s life. Greenman and the Magic Forest provides 
a unique, varied and enjoyable fi rst English experience by 
stimulating young children’s natural curiosity and desire to learn.

Greenman and the Magic Forest follows a holistic approach, 
teaching English as part of the children’s overall learning and 
development. The lesson structure lends itself naturally to English 
acquisition. It features:

• a unique topic and story for each unit, with a unit value and
emotion (such as ‘caring for friends’ and ‘feeling worried’),
contrasting concepts (such as ‘near’ and ‘far’) and relevant
vocabulary to enhance all themes;

• six new key vocabulary words, presented in Lesson 1 of each unit;
• continuous recycling of language throughout the course to aid

retention and comprehension;
• a wide variety of activities to spark pupils’ enthusiasm and give

opportunities for each child to feel a sense of achievement;
• songs that pupils will enjoy singing along with, while doing the

TPR (Total Physical Response) actions they have learnt in class.

Pupils will get to know classroom routines in English with 
Greenman’s help. Routines, stories, songs and games give pupils 
regular exposure to language, enabling them to learn and retain 
it while having fun. The connections made to values and emotions 
also help pupils to build on information that they have already had 
exposure to in their native language. 

Meet the characters
Hi, everyone! I’m Greenman, the 
protector of the magic forest. 
I take care of the forest and my 
friends who live and play here. 
And I really love honey! I’ll take 
your children on a magical 

learning adventure.

Hi! We’re Sam and Nico. We love to 
play with our friends in the magic 
forest. Your children can have 
fun learning English 
with us. We’ll also 
show them how 
to look after the 
environment, 
enjoy nature 
and be healthy!

Hi! I’m Stella. I’m a Phonics 
snake, but I’m very friendly! 
Your children will practise 
sounds and letters with me.
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Since publication, we have asked teachers what they and their pupils love about the 
course, and how to make it even better.

What have we kept?
The things teachers and learners love:

• relatable characters who enjoy adventures in the natural
world;

• strong routines, using seasons and nature as central
themes;

• stories to blend the forest world with recognisable, ‘real
life’ settings that pupils can relate to;

• fun and catchy songs and raps which use TPR
movements to teach vocabulary in a style that pupils will
enjoy and remember;

• special phonics songs to introduce new sounds;
• story and action song videos;
• age-appropriate projects which present the use of

English in real situations.

What have we improved?
New design
• an exciting, fresh page design across all components to make activities even more engaging for

young learners;
• redesigned activities to better suit the fi ne motor skill development of each specifi c age group;
• Greenman Puppet with a new improved design.

New content for the second edition
• a new Forest Fun Activity Book which promotes creativity

and well-being and provides craft ideas and opportunities
for cross-curricular learning;

• New audio-visual material, including vocabulary song
videos, unit introduction videos and yoga videos.

Enhanced digital support
• Presentation Plus gives teachers easy access to resources

in the classroom, including digital versions of the print
components, and interactive activities that correspond to
activities in the Pupil’s Book;

• an innovative Pupil’s Digital Pack on Cambridge One, your
new home for digital learning, gives pupils access to all the
course videos and songs in a simple format to make it even
easier for children to practise English at home. Now

you! Make an animal habitat.I have good ideas.
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Forest Fun Forest Fun
Activity BookActivity Book

Susannah ReedSusannah Reed

B

Components overview
For teachers
• The Teacher’s Book, in full colour, includes information to help teachers plan and execute lessons.

There is a full guide for each lesson, including optional activities and games for extension. The spiral
binding makes the Teacher’s Book easy to use while planning and teaching.

• The Big Book, with its full-colour illustrations of fun characters and lively action scenes, is an
attractive component for young children. The Big Book includes six stories, which act as the main
focus for each of the six main Pupil’s Book units.

• Flashcards are ideal for this age group and provide pupils with a visual link to the vocabulary they
hear and say in English. There are fl ashcards for the six new key vocabulary words in each unit.
There are also downloadable wordcards for these vocabulary words.

• Lovable Greenman is a cuddly puppet which pupils will associate with English
learning time in school. Since Greenman only speaks English, pupils are
encouraged to stretch and improve their language skills, because they will
want to make that effort to communicate with him.

• The enhanced Teacher’s Digital Pack includes:

» new Presentation Plus classroom software, which provides digital versions
of the books and answer keys, interactive activities and games and
interactive Routine Boards for reviewing colours, shapes and weather;

» online materials including: Extra Festivals lessons, Phonics Flashcards,
Letters to parents, Teacher Resources Worksheets and Class Audio
and Video.

For pupils
• The Pupil’s Book includes colour pages, as well as stickers and pop-outs. The

wide format and spiral binding are easy for young children to manage as they
learn to fi nd page numbers, turn pages and complete activities within the
book. The book includes tear-off worksheets, so the teacher has the option of
sending home individual worksheets as homework.

• The new Forest Fun Activity Book supports themes from
the Pupil’s Book, such as caring for and enjoying the
environment.

• New for the second edition, the Pupil’s Digital Pack includes the new
Home Practice material, which gives pupils access to all songs and
videos from the course to sing along to and watch at home.

Pupil’s  BookPupil’s Book
Marilyn  Miller  &  Karen  ElliottMarilyn  Miller  & Karen  Elliott BB
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Learning with Greenman and the Magic Forest
New Forest Fun Activity Book
This unique Activity Book: 

• is strongly infl uenced by a forest school approach and promotes
child-centred, hands-on learning, related to the world around us.

• connects thematically to the Pupil’s Book, but has its own
structure, making the material fl exible and suitable for use either
in the classroom or at home.

• is easy to use and can help create the home-school connection
that is vital for pre-primary aged children, as parents and carers
can enjoy doing language practice, crafts and outdoor activities
with their children, outside of class.

The Forest Fun Activity Books have been created in response to 
requests from teachers for additional pen-to-paper activities. 
Activities such as tracing, matching, colouring and drawing 
provide the fi ne motor skills practice essential for very young 
learners.

Activities that practise language and concepts from the Pupil’s 
Book provide you with opportunities to evaluate comprehension, 
while craft activities offer learning through creative play.

The forest school concept enables teachers and parents to focus 
on well-being, with yoga-based activities and an emphasis on 
developing the whole child. The forest setting encourages children 
to connect with nature and the world around them, providing 
opportunities to go outside and appreciate their environment.

New Teacher’s and Pupil’s Digital Pack
The brand-new Teacher’s Digital Pack is designed specifi cally for 
use in the pre-primary classroom:

• Presentation Plus software provides a digital version of each
page of the main print components to display in class, and
includes embedded audio and video.

• Interactive activities in each unit offer a change of focus and
allow children to show you what they can do. 

• Some pages of the Pupil’s Book and Forest Fun Activity Book
have an answer key, so children can compare the answers they
have in their books with an example, encouraging them to start
to become independent learners.

• Dynamic, attractive games provide a fun way to practise
vocabulary, and Digital Flashcards and Routine Boards mean
you have all the material you need for a successful pre-primary
class at your fi ngertips.

The new Pupil’s Digital Pack provides a home-school connection 
by enabling children to listen to songs and watch videos from the 
course at home.

Big Book stories
Reading in class should be a shared experience, and reading 
stories aloud from the Big Book mimics the way children engage 
with stories in their fi rst language (L1). By interacting with stories, 
children develop essential oral language skills and learn to 
concentrate, follow a plot and ask questions.

• You can use the story time chant to transition into story time,
so that children know what to expect each time you open the
Big Book: It’s story time, story time, open the Big Book and
look inside.

• You could also create a comfortable story corner, with cushions,
where pupils go to listen to a story. 

• When you take out the Big Book, convey excitement with your
facial expressions and comments – your enthusiasm for reading
will be contagious.

• While reading the story, pause throughout and interact with
the pupils. Point to pictures in the book to elicit vocabulary, e.g.
Oh, look! What’s this? Encourage pupils to count items, identify
shapes, or repeat a word or phrase from the story when you
point to it.

• Where necessary, you can use L1. If the children identify a picture
or concept in L1, nod your head for positive reinforcement and
say the word in English.

You can choose to read the stories from the Big Book yourself, or 
use the audio track. You can also show the animated story video 
to engage children and support understanding. In addition, each 
Lesson 3 has a pop-out activity, which reinforces comprehension 
of the story.

At the end of the unit, revisit the story to consolidate the language 
and values that have been learnt.

‘Hello!’ say Sam and 

Nico.

‘Hello, Sam. Hello, 

Nico!’ say ico!’ say 

Greenman, Bird,

Frog, Hedgehog 

and Rabbit.

‘We’re having 
breakfast. We’re

hungry. Come on!’ 

say Sam and Nico.

‘It’s early. What’s the 

hurry?’

‘It’s a surprise!’ says 

Greenman.

7
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Classroom routines
Starting the lesson
Start each lesson with some classroom routines. The new and 
improved Routine Boards on Presentation Plus are ideal for 
introducing routines to your class. Choose your routines from 
the ideas below or think of your own. You can build on these over 
time as pupils become more familiar with English lessons, but 
it’s a good idea to repeat some each lesson to help pupils to feel 
comfortable. If they feel comfortable in their learning environment, 
they will be ready to learn!

• Ring a bell, tap a triangle or shake a tambourine to get the
children’s attention and signal the start of English class.

• Say English time! and clap for each syllable of the phrase.
Repeat and encourage pupils to join in by clapping the rhythm.

• Call the pupils to the carpet for circle time. Say Circle time,
circle time, 1, 2, 3. Circle time, circle time, sit with me! When the
children are sitting, have Greenman hide behind your back and
peek around you. Pretend that you can’t see him. Teach the
target language by saying Where is Greenman? We want to say
‘Hello’. Use hand motions to show ‘hello’ and encourage pupils
to join in. Wait for the pupils to say Hello, Greenman (encourage
pupils with gestures). When the pupils say ‘hello’ to Greenman,
he ‘comes to life’ with a big stretch and a sigh to greet the pupils.
Encourage pupils to stretch with Greenman until he starts the
class by saying Good morning, class! Hello! Model responses for
the pupils to repeat Good morning, Greenman! Hello!

• Have Greenman sing the Hello

song (see page 20) with the
class. During the song, have
Greenman ‘look’ at different
pupils and encourage them to
do the hand motions for the
song. This should be a fun and
engaging time!

• Show a box with realia
connected to the theme of the lesson or unit. Open it up and
invite different pupils to pull out items from the box and hold
them up or pass them around. Encourage the rest of the class to
guess what the lesson will be about.

• Place a piece of paper with a different colour on it on each table
(e.g. yellow, blue, green, red). Hand out cards with one of the
four colours to pupils. The pupils with yellow cards go and sit on
the yellow table and so on. This helps ensure pupils work with
different classmates throughout the year.

Routine songs
This is a time to review weather, seasons, birthdays, colours, 
numbers and shapes. You can use the Routine Boards or 
Flashcards on Presentation Plus, or draw pictures on the board.

First, Greenman announces the helper of the day (this could 
change daily or weekly, and you could choose pupils in 
alphabetical order or pull names out of a box). Say (Mario), 
you are today’s helper! Encourage the class to clap and model 
teamwork skills by being happy for the chosen helper as he/she 
stands next to Greenman, e.g. Very good, (Mario)! Congratulations!
Greenman’s helper can help to select the correct elements on the 
Routine Boards, or point to the correct picture.

Say What’s the weather like today? Sing the Weather song with 
the class.

Weather 

Hey, hey, let’s all say, 
What’s the weather like today? 
Here we go! Here we go! 
What’s the weather like today? 
Is it hot? Is it cold? 
Is it sunny? Is it raining? 
Is it cloudy? Is it windy? 
Is it snowing? 
Today it’s …
Today it’s …

3
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Greenman or the class helper can point to the different weather 
elements on the board as the class say the types of weather. 
Encourage the class to join in saying Is it snowing? (pause and 
give clues by shaking your head) No. Is it raining? No. Continue 
until you fi nd the correct type of weather. When the correct 
weather is found, the helper selects it on the weather Routine 
Board (or draws a circle around it on the board). Do the same to 
fi nd the seasons. 

You can also review colours and shapes with the Routine Boards 
and the audio. Ask pupils to point to the different colours when 
they are mentioned in the song and ask them to fi nd the correct 
shapes on the shapes Routine Board.

Colours 

Look up, look down, and all around, 
Colours, colours everywhere.  
Look up, look down, and all around, 
There's colours, colours everywhere. 

What is red? 
What is blue? 
What is green? 
What is yellow?

Look up, look down, and all around, 
Colours, colours everywhere.
Look up, look down, and all around,
Colours, colours everywhere.

Repeat with: black, white, brown and purple, pink, 
orange, grey

4

Shapes

Shapes, shapes, shapes, oh yeah! 
Let’s draw a shape in the air. 
Are you ready? 
1, 2, 3! Draw a circle with me! 
Circle. Circle. Circle. 
Let’s go! 

Repeat with: triangle, square, rectangle
Lots of lovely shapes!

5

If there are birthdays or special events, Greenman can lead the 
class in singing the Happy birthday song.

Happy birthday

It’s a very special day for somebody today! 
Happy birthday to ...! 
It’s a very special day for somebody today! 
Happy birthday to ...! 
You’re our friend and you are great! 
So, we all want to celebrate! 
Happy birthday! Happy birthday to ...!

7

At the end of the class, Greenman says Close your books, friends. 
It’s time to tidy up!

Tidy up

Oh what fun, but now we’re done! 
It’s time to tidy up! 
All together, what a team! 
It’s time to tidy up! 
Against the clock we have to race. 
Put everything back in its place. 
We don’t want to leave a mess. 
It’s time to ... tidy up! 
x3 (faster each time!)
Last line: It’s time to, time to, time to, time to, 
time to ... tidy up!

6

Goodbye
Choose a lesson closing routine or routines to end the class.

• After the pupils have fi nished tidying up and have sat down
in their places, be sure to have Greenman say Goodbye to
individual pupils, saying each child’s name if there is time.

• Sing the Goodbye song as a group, with or without the audio
track (see page 21).

• Ring a bell, tap a triangle or shake a tambourine to signal that it
is the end of English class and time to line up.

• Chant Time to go! Time to go! Goodbye, goodbye, goodbye. and
clap for each syllable. Repeat and encourage pupils to join in by
clapping the rhythm.

• Have pupils line up and encourage them to say a word in English
as they leave. They can give you a ‘high fi ve’ or a ‘thumbs up’
after they say their word. You can hold up a fl ashcard as a prompt
and whisper the word, depending on the needs of your pupils.
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