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1.1 THIS IS ME!

AND WE’RE OFF!UNIT 1

1  VOCABULARY: Describing 
accomplishments

 A Circle the words to complete the phrase. 
One phrase has two correct answers.
1 break a fear /  a record
2 face a fear / a medal
3 get a business / a lot of likes
4 have a good joke / a sense of humor
5 rise to a challenge / a goal for myself
6 run a business / a marathon
7 set a goal for myself / pride in something
8 take a medal for something / pride in something
9 tell a goal for myself / a good joke
 10 win a medal / a record
 11 work with my hands / a business

 B Complete the sentences with phrases from exercise 1A.
1 When you run a business  , you organize or control a business.
2 When you   , you say something to make people laugh.
3 When you   , you create something for your job.
4 When you   , you get a prize in a competition.
5 When you post something online that many people think is good, you   .
6 When you   , you feel good about something you have done.
7 When you   , you deal with something you are afraid of.
8 When you   , you deal with a difficult job or opportunity successfully.
9 When you   , you are involved in a really long race.
 10 When you   , you do something faster or better than anyone else.
 11 When you   , you decide something you want to do in the future.
 12 When you   , you are able to understand funny things and to be 

funny yourself.

 C Imagine you are in these situations. What might you say? Use the phrases from exercise 1A to write a 
sentence for each.
1 at a party: Miranda, tell us a good joke. 
2 at a job interview:  
3 at a sporting event:  

Circle the words to complete the phrase. 

a goal for myself / pride in something
a medal for something / pride in something
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2  GRAMMAR: Tense review (simple and continuous)
 A Some of the underlined verbs are not correct. Fix the mistakes.

1 I was going to a party last night. It was fun.

2 What do you do right now? Are you busy?

3 Jorge has gotten a job, but Rosa has looked for six months and is still looking.

4 Have you heard the news? Tony and Ana have been getting married.

5 I talked to Julia when you called. She was telling me a funny story.

 B Complete the paragraph with the correct form of the verbs in the box. 
Some verbs will be used more than once.

be     get     (not) see     take     talk     wait     walk

There 1  have been  strange events in my 
neighborhood recently. I 2   down the 
street a couple of days ago when I 3   
a cow. Yes, that’s right, a cow! You 4   
often   cows in the middle 
of a city. In fact, I 5   never 

  one. But last Monday at 4:15 in the 
afternoon, there 6   a cow in the middle 
of the road. Drivers 7   out of their cars. 
A lot of people 8   pictures. People in the 
neighborhood 9   to each other about the 
cow ever since. We 10   to see what the next 
strange event will be.

 C Write true sentences about you. Replace X with a word or phrase to complete each sentence.
1 In my entire life, I / never / see / X
 In my entire life, I’ve never seen a cow on a street. 
2 I / walk / down the street the other day when / X
  
3 You / often / (not) see / X / in my neighborhood
  
4 Once / I / X / but / I / never / X / it again
  
5 I / X / right now because I / X
  
6 I / try to / X / for a long time / but / I / still / X
  

went
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1.2 THE RIGHT CANDIDATE

1  VOCABULARY: Describing key qualities
 A Check (✓) the correct underlined words. Correct the incorrect words.

1 He is a very responsibility person. 

2 She has the right qualifications for the job.  ✔

3 He has a lot of curious. 

4 I hope to be very success in the future. 

5 I like their independence. 

6 You’re not very ambitious, are you? 

7 I’m very experience. 

8 It’s important to treat people polite. 

9 This job requires a lot of creativity. 

 10 She doesn’t have much enthusiastic. 

 11 Thank you for your truthfulness. 

 12 Are you confident when you speak English? 

2  GRAMMAR: Stative and dynamic verbs
 A Write S (stative verb) or D (dynamic verb).

1 Are you being truthful? D
2 We usually interview five people for every job.   
3 I take a photography class on Tuesday evenings.   
4 The report is very interesting.   
5 Do you know Lily?   
6 Why do they hate their job?   
7 I need some help.   
8 I’m thinking of changing jobs.   

responsible
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 B Complete each pair of sentences with the stative and 
dynamic use of the verb in parentheses ( ).
1 (see) a  Tom is seeing  the doctor. He’ll be 

home soon.
  b I see  two people outside.

2 (have) a Melina   experience.
  b  The doctor’s in the cafeteria. She 

  lunch.
3 (think) a  We   about moving to 

a bigger place.
  b  What   you 

  of the class?
4 (smell) a  He   the fish. Maybe 

there’s something wrong with it.
  b  Everything   delicious. 

Let’s eat!
5 (weigh) a  The suitcase   22 kilos.

  b  I don’t know the price yet. The man   the meat now.

3  GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY
 A Complete the job reference for Alex Martinez. Use the correct form of the verbs in parentheses ( ). 

What qualities from exercise 1A does he have? Circle them.

I 1 know  (know) Alex well. I 2   (know) him for ten years. He 3   (work) 
at the company for six. He is a  responsible  person and 4   (take) his job very seriously. He is 
definitely qualified for the job. He 5   (have) two degrees and many years of experience. He’s 
ambitious and clearly 6   (want) to be successful. He 7   (set) goals for himself 
and then 8   (do) the work to achieve them. He is curious and loves to learn new things. 
He 9   (talk) to a lot of people who are different from him and 10   (try) to learn 
from them. In fact, right now he 11   (take) two classes at the local community college in 
different subjects. I’m not surprised that Alex 12   (look) for a job with more responsibilities. 
His confidence is just another one of his excellent qualities. We will be sorry to lose him.

 B Use the word prompts to write part of a job reference for someone you know. Replace X with a word 
or phrase to complete each sentence.
1 She/He / work / at this job / X years

She has worked at this job for three years. 
2 She/He / X / worker

 
 

3 Right now / she/he / X 
 
 

4 Her/His / X / one of her/his excellent qualities
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1.3 WE GO WAY BACK

1 	 FUNCTIONAL LANGUAGE: Making and responding to introductions
	 A	 Complete the sentences. Match 1–7 in column A with a–g in column B.

A	 B
1	 Do you …	 c 	 a	 here, right?
2	 I don’t think …	  	 b	 met my assistant?
3	 You’re new …	  	 c	 know anyone here?
4	 Do you two know …	  	 d	 first day?
5	 Have you …	  	 e	 to a couple of people.
6	 Let me introduce you …	  	 f	 we’ve met before.
7	 Is this your …	  	 g	 each other?

	 B	 Put the conversation in the correct order.
Jack	 Yes, I just started this morning.	  
Jack	 It’s nice to meet you, Sofia.	  
Sofia	 Hello. I don’t think we’ve met before.	 1 
Sofia	 My name is Sofia.	  
Sofia	 It’s nice to meet you, too. Is this your first day?	  
Jack	 No, we haven’t met yet. I’m Jack.	  

2 	 REAL-WORLD STRATEGY: Responding to an introduction
	 A	 Complete the conversations. Use the words in the box.

go    ​    going    ​    haven’t    ​    hi    ​    I’m    ​    love    ​    met    ​    see    ​    sure    ​    went

1	 Dan	 Have you met Sandra?
	 Luis	 I’m not sure  , but   , I’m Luis.
2	 Dan	 Do you know Sandra?
	 Chris	� Yes, we   way back. We   to school together. How’s it 

  , Sandra?
3	 Dan	 Have you met Sandra?
	 Marta	 No, I   , but I’d   to. Hi, Sandra.   Marta.
4	 Dan	 Do you two know each other?
	 Ruta	 Yes, we   this morning! Nice to   you again, Sandra.
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3  FUNCTIONAL LANGUAGE AND REAL-WORLD STRATEGY
 A Complete the conversation. Use the language you practiced in exercises 1A and 2A.

1 Armando  Hi. I don’t think we’ve met before. 
You’re new  here, right?

 Clara   yesterday
 Armando I’m Armando.
 Clara Nice   . I’m Clara.
 Armando  Nice to meet you, too, Clara. Let me 

  . Tom, this is Clara.
 Tom Hey Clara!   ?
 Armando   each other?
 Clara Yeah,   yesterday.
2 Sara  Is this your   ? 

I’m Sara.
 Rick  Hi Sara. It’s   . 

I’m Rick.
 Sara Do you   ?
 Rick No, not yet.
 Sara    

to a couple of people. Zack, this is Rick.
 Zack   , Rick.
 Rick   , too.

 B Choose one of the following situations. Write a conversation 
introducing the people. Use the language you practiced in 
exercises 1 A and 2A.
Situation 1: Marcel has just moved into your neighborhood. Introduce yourself.
Situation 2: Francesca is new to your class. Introduce her to some of your classmates.
A  
  
B  
  
A  
  
B  
  

 . I’m Clara.

 . Tom, this is Clara.

 yesterday.
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