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How 1o use this book

Unit walkthrough

The aim shows you the
type of writing that you
will look at in this unit.

Here you can see your
objectives for this unit if
you are a first language
English learner.

Each unit begins with a
‘Big Question’. This helps
you fo think about any
knowledge you already
have on the themes and
subject of this unit.

This lists the main features
found in an effective
example of this type of
writing.

The unit is divided

into five sections. The

first section is called
‘Reading’. It focuses on a
text extract that is typical
of the type of writing
covered by this unit. Texts
include literature.

How to use this book

.:H‘.. 8

People pointers
gy

‘our willing aim for this unit: To impove charactensaton inyous imaginative witing

Wititing objeclives lor firstlanguage English
I s L), you will

- asteislish ored sstain charaeter, point of
wew and valce

darmonsirate control of o wide vanaty of
santance ypes

= use paragraphs, ond stuctureideas
batwiean tham, o ochieva parhoular
efects

Wiiting and Use of English cbjectives for
seeond language English

In this urit, o will
-+ use infinitve ond gerund ferms

+  leam abeut e maaning of parcles in
phrosal verks

+ use cohesion - quaniifiers 03 pronouns:.

Key terms that you will learn:  choraciensation

incomplela sentence

—p How do | convey
character effectively
through speech and
action?

Thara s o phrase, 'actions speak louder 1hon
wordls'Some pacpla do good dasds (for
exampa, doing charitatle work) but dont
boast or make o fuss about it Equally some.
PeoRla prormise 1o do something and than
o not stick to their wordsl Can you thirk of
paople like this? Friends of relalives who just
hilps aftiers of work Bierel witheut making o
fuee? Or can you think of a fima whan you
prommisad o do somathing but were unable
1o fullfl your promize?

Effective characterisation

A good naralive built around charches
should

« show tha main charactars speech of
actons

|+ show how others reactor respondte tha
main characlar

« aliow Iha radr to chaw conclusions
obout whal sor of peson he/she is

+ oftan $how thamain character Insoma
sort of eonfliet or dilemma

confllek: o fght or deagroemant

dilemma: o dificu deciaon luced by
someone

—#= Reading

Tha fellewing extract concans a yaung rman
namad Bonza who hos not spoken a word
sinca a teriying fra n his vilage whan he
was a iilo child Al thisugh tha year, ba has
Boon going o the local fown 1o sell beautiul
shoas made from reads, but now Me wirter
hos come. It issnowing and No onNe seerms
Intarostad o first

o Unit 1 Peaple pointers

1 Asyouread e text, thirk about fhese
questions

-«

a How doas the author corvey Bronze's
cracter?

b Whatis the dilernma o problern Brorze
hos to face fowards the end of tha
exfiaet?

Key language featuras

The Shoe Boy

Bronze ddntthink these city peoplewould be inee eited
by reed thoes, After all, dry people had cotton-
padded shoes o leather thoer, 5o, he didn't beckon
them over.

He was right. Thete dty peophe didntwear reed
thoat, butwiien they carme pact him tome of them
stopped. The others wondered why, and stopped oo
One or two of ther must have bean artiees. They were
enchan ted by the ten pairs of fluffy reed shoes in the
white llght of the ingw. The ar thsis saw beauty = an
eraordinary beauty = In these shoss. It was &1l to
plaln, One by ane hey stepped closer and wuched he
thoes —and when they toushad them, they liked them
ewen more. Sorne of harn held them p tothelr netes
and shiffed, a whiff of straw, which was especially suong.
Inthecold ar around them.

“Theyd look 5o good on e wall at home” ane of
therm exid

The athers nodded and reached m grab apais afraid
of migting out. There were nine in the group. They each
ook A palr, and ane perion took twa All ten werein
their hands, Untd they asked the peice, Bronze wasnt at
all sure that they were really gaing tw buy therm, He told
them his price = the price that never changed, 5o cheap!
thoughtt the dty people, and they handed over ther
meney. They were delighted with ther purchases, which
they wauld take back to the diy, and teok great pleasure
Ineamining them as they walked on,

Bronza stood there in the mew with a handful of
cath. He'd done Ie! Then someone yelled fom acress the
1aad, "Hey, mute, bet gt home now your shots are
sl You'l freese to death cut heret*

If you are a second
language English
learner, you can see your
objectives for the unit
here.

Keep these questions
in mind when you are
reading the text for the first

time. They help you to see
the purpose behind what
you are reading.

Coloured words in the text
and the 'Key language
features’ box relate to
English language terms
that you will learn about

later in the unit.



This list helps you to
develop an appreciation
of the type of text that you
have just read.

Authentic texts are more
challenging than those
typically found in an ESL
course.

The Teacher's Resource
includes work on writers’
effects.

‘Text analysis’ is the
second section of the unit.
Here you will learn about
the structure of the type
of text that you have just
{=Te [0

The activities in this
section will break down
the text into paragraphs
and individual words, and
help you to analyse them.

How the fext works

Do you remembar what makes good

eharastarisation? Hare iz how the wnter

mckes it work. Ha:
= ¢ revacis Bronze's thoughts ond faalings
dractly (He wasn'tsure... )

+ corvays Bronze's faalings inchiactly
through hisactions ("He smiled..’)
shows Us how others react o him (for
excimple, 1ha crowd of peopia’)
maites us Think about Broree's dismma
through the situction o events of the siory
(saling shoas cutada in e wirtar)

the i s inzide pock ied
the rope from the wees and fasrened it round hic waise.
He looked aceots the road. There wat a crowd of people
watching him. He waved s them, and started runring
off thiough the snow like a madman.

The iy was clear and everything was bright. Bronae
tock the usual readhame, He wanted to sing 2o sing the
song thatNainad sang when the was twisting rope. He
couldn't sing out loud, 52 he rang in his head:

“Fishing for prowrs In treest Oh, put mwiry your nat!

Leoking far goltin mudk Theres only sand as pe!

Granges grow an the blak locus tree

O, iwhen wil e see the pe-o-nyi”

+ Someone was following him.

“Hey, thoe-boy, stop!*

frorze stoppedand glanced around warlly He didnt
recognise the man and was suspicious. When the man
caughtup with Bronze, b said *| saw them buying your
shoss, Have you got any mocel [ ke some oo’

[l hook his head, andfdta y for ki
The vg his hands, and sighed in disappei
Bronze booked athim, and wished he could do
something. The man wmed and headed rowards the
pheg and Brorze rurned and headed forhome.
Atter a while Brorze dowed down. He saw the reed thaes
on his feet. He heard the inow caunch beneaity them, He
- t2pp e walking, locked up at the tky, then down acthe
snow and finally, atthe reed shaes, which feltwarm and
armug onhis feet. Nainait 10ng warbled through his mind.
After a moment e pao, be palled his righe feat out of
it thee and putit down on the o 2 cold Jabbed
like & needie. He did the same with his lefe. Immeciately,
e isbane:, picked
wp the shoes and hdd them up 1 inspect them, They'd

mute: somacne who connot spack
Nalnal: Bronze's grandmather
warbled: songin a high volce
Jabbod: hit forcofully ond ouickly. with a
thin cojact

characterisation: the way pacpla are
prasentad in a ook, poem, play Of on
scraan

oy been wornonce in the snew and dere were nodinmy
maks onrhem They looked [ke new.

Bronze smiled, then turned and ran afser the man.
Ha bare feet sent snow spraying as they hit the ground
“The man was stepping down to the pier tocatch the
sweambost when Branze appeared in front of bim, holding
up e pair of reed thoes. The man couldritbelleve His
luck, and reached out to @he them, He wanted to pay
Bronze e, but Bronze would only take his waial prce.

Brarze waved at his last austomer, then headed for
home. He ran all the way, withcut once looking bade Hs
Feet d elean by the snow but f: red
Bright, bright red.

From Bronse and Sunflawr by Cao Wenuan

Unit1 People pointers o

——Text analysis

Good charmctensason offan depends on
empathy. This is whan recdets Bacarmne
interasted in o chomctor bocauso they
canunderstand and sympathise with thar
atuahion. This is somelirmas expressad as
Eing indnar shoes (wiieh is very sufabie
I trvs sloryl),

empathy: bairg alde to urdarstand
somaona’s stuation of faelings

1 Wl things or aspects of the story halp
us b empathize with Brerze? (Think about
his wormias, the weathar, afe.)

Reading closely

2 This part of the stery hinges around two
——=  potential problems Bronze foces

a Wiy would ‘aly pecple’ beintarestad in
Brorize's vilage shoes?

b What is the second problam, of
dilarnma, affer e hos sold the shoes
and sats off harne?

3 The frst port of the adract is sructurad
around the iy peopla locking ot the shoes.
@ Wiy doas Beorge ot first frank they

wouldn't ba interested in his shoaes?

b How deo the city people show, through
thair cctions Hat they ae intarestad in
Luying tham?

e What do thay intand 1o do with the
thoes?

4 Tho sacond port of tha extract is bult
around the diernma Biorge laces as he
walks homa,

a What does 1he mancall Bronza when
e stope him? Winot 15 Bronze's inificl
reacton?

b How dhoos the man react when Bronze
thakes his head?

© When dees Bronze decida to give the
man bis own shoes - at that poird, o
kater?

8 ‘ou will encounter slafies wih mich

mora demanding vocabisary later in

Iris Laarnar's Book, but part of this gony's

ssceess s that i has analmost fairy fola

amglicity,

Th fary tale ste of the story is partly

crached by the city peopla’s raccion fo

1@ shoes,

Wrich words of phrasas in tha second

Paragraph maan:

a golibound?

b adrame lovelirass?

© herd 1o daserba?

‘Glossary’ boxes help to
explain difficult or unusual
words or phrases in the
text. They are highlighted
in red.

How fo use this book




‘Key term’ boxes highlight
new or important
language that you will
work on in the uni

6 The wriler uses a rumiber of short, simple
serfences fo corvey Broree's faslings o
sirass what hos Pappansd 1o him.

a At the dtart, the sdhact stales: 'Ha was
fight What was Brorze Tight' about?

Later, afier the <ity pecple had gone,
tha edract states: Ha'd done it

I Wwhat had he ‘dona™?

I Why deo you think the writer uses this
SMEhanc, Sholt sentanca with an
exelarmation Fmark?

¢ Tha exdract ends with a phrase - a sort
of incomplele sentence: Brighl. brght
tacd Wiy does e wriler end like this?
Consicder these opliors {more than one
might e right):

« 10 expian hat Bronze's f2el ore
bleadng

to emphaosise how cold Broree's feet
must e

fo errphadse Broree's kindness and
unselfishness

to errphasdse how far Bronze would
go fo help his famiy

10 show how wairmn bis kzel are.

Key term

incomplate sentence: oftan s is a
rrinor sertance hat is missng the usual
subyject phus veib structure. For example,
imparatives such as'Gol” o answels

10 cpeshions might not have Ma usual
zentence parts. Bight, baght fed’ hes no
subject orvark, but could stand for They
wang aight, ng It red!

Thinking about the text

What ana the ‘paintars’ thot hap readeas b
understand characters? It can be now the
charaeter asts of berives, of how others
respond to them,

T Thirk carefuly and then answer hass
quastions

a The wiiter uses the simie 'the cold
Jabbad ke o needle’ 8 dasoriog how
Brorze faels when ha removes the
shoos. What do the words jatbed and
‘needle’ suggest about what he feels?

b A person colls Brorze 'mute’ rether than
by bis narne, How doss that make you
fed as o reoder?

What avdencs is thare af the end of
the exract fhat the man at the prer
oppreciates Brerze's sacrifica?

o

React to the text

8 Work In polrs. Discuss these queshions,

a In fhe story, Bronze bos fo stand cut
in vary cold waathar frying 1o sell his
shoes Have you ever had 1o do a
Job or wail areund in @drermety cold
weathar? How did you feal? Did you
want 1 'give Uy’ and go insida?

b Why do youlnink Brorze decides o
sall his cwn shoas to the man? How
would you feel if you ware in tha same
situation - would you have done the
sama’

o

In what warys is the eufract successid of
buldng a pieturs of what Bronza islike
through people pointers’ such s how
ha behavas and how ofhers racct 1o
hum? Mote down ires ways.

The 'Use of English’ section looks at grammar
or vocabulary in relation to the text type.

First of all, you will read
about the new grammar
or vocabulary in cne of
these presentation boxes.

You will be asked to

actively think about the
grammar rules and use.

How to use this book

v
Use of English

Lertor inv tha unit you ara gaing 1o wiits part of
a story about a charactar,

Gerunds and infinitives

ammar prasanialion

' Irvstonias It isimportant 1o vary he

| language to keep tha reader's aftantion,
80 whitors offan usa a wida varaty of varl
patterns.

1 Match the sentence parts from the
A story on pages 10-11 10 the verk

3 potters,
| a . peoplewould | verb s intnltive
B interasiad
11 Duyirg roed
shioes,

b Itwas aficuitts Il verk + gerund
axpiain.

© He wantad fo N infnitve of
singt.. puposs

d He shopmed v preposition +
wakingt locked genund
upatihesky..,

o The olbas v adjectiva +
neddad and Infnifie
reachad fo graly
apail.

Fird mare exarnplas of each pottem
feorn Activity | inthe story,

Verla of the senzes ara followed by
tha ganund of tha infirkva withaut fo,
dapanding on the maaning. Study
050 GXIMEIos.

Sha saw them buying your shoes
Tha action was in progress whan she
sciw i

Ha heard the snow eruneh benealh

tham
A shorf action bl ha haaid fiom
Beginning 1o end

o Unit | People poinfers

3 Choose the comect verl form for each =
sarterce,
a Chen tuned around and s a laige
man wak / walking towards him
b Azra put her hand out lo fake / taking
e monay.
e Thay ware tired of 1o wail / waiting
around in the cold
Sargay was 1oo shy fa inferupt
intgrniphing the convarsahion,
| dontmind fo laawe /faming a ittla
later if you can't row,

1 They diant apoear  be / baing sager
lo contirue / contiruing.

o

4 Cornpleta tha story axdract with fha
corract forn of e vatbs in Bracksts,

Meara heard a volce (o)

(eat) hor bul st ratusad (B)

() crourd, Her friend kapt

(6) — (aik) 50 Meera focusad
all her aftantion on (d)
(listen) to Tara'slong ront about how:
Impositle fwos (@) — (shudy)
In th@ libsany with ab the noise. But it

Wwas No Lo, The volee got mora dificut

Wy (gnore) and Maeera
declded {g) — (glonce)
arcind guickly ... she wos delighlad
(h) ————— (500) it was semeona.
she knew,

These discussion
questions let you talk

about your personal
reaction to the text and
add your own thoughts.

This is followed by lots
of activities to help

you practise the new
language.




Each unit includes cne
grammar box and one
vocabulary box.

Vocabulary: phrasal verb particles 7

Yocabulary presanlation

Cortain mavernants of achions gan only
ke doscribad usng prrasol vorbs.In
deserplive larguage in slenies, pheasal
verbs canbe very usefu, Often the
maaning of the parhicle can hep you o
urvdersiond what the phiosal verb means.

5 Look ot the kllowing phrasal vedos
Trom e story on poges 10-11.what
dothe paiticles maan?

a Some of them hald tham up to ther
noses...

L3

they handed over thair monay.

0

ook great pleasurein examining
them & thay walkad on.

o Hewaved 1o fhem, and storfed
furring off.

© Tha man coulan't Dalievis hiz luck.
and reached oufto fake them,

& Choose the comect parficle o complete
sach sentance.

a Alilited up /o the box 10 check how
haawy it wos.

b Instead of slopping the oar, she just
diove up / on

Cohesion: quaniifiers as pronouns

Complata the story extract with 1he
camect porticles.

Chuarg didnt know whather to ree
(&) orstapto halpthe old
womnan who had obwously lalen
By Inthe end. ho pulled
(€ onhisbite hopped
() andlaid hisbike
(8 onthe ground Tha
wormnan lacked (N al Chang
and hald (g) bt heandd.
Charg pullad her ()

and she baganto walk ()

without saying arythng. Just as Chang

was dbaut o tida (j — enhis
bika. the warnan tumed (k)
and called () to Chang.

Theark youliftle girl. she said and smiled,

Coheslon presenlalion

Somalimas we can use quantitars (some,
any. many: a few ate.) as prenouns whan
itis dleor what they are releming 1o,

8 What do B quantifarsin bold in this
sortance rafer to?

s tham buying your shoos. Hove

you got any mere? [ s some 00"

Onya stepped around / over the puddie
bt St jurnpped right into it

Adla eaught up / onwith Ra fo ask
hirn for belp, but he just walked up /off,

Wa slowed off / down fo lef somea
shieep cross the road.Then they all an
cway /S ovier aicross tha fiekds,

-3

Helpful ‘Tips’ relating to
grammar and writing can
be found in each unit.

Understonding the ditferent meanings of
preposiions and particles can raally hes
youto leon phrasal verts.

‘Guided writing’ is the fourth section. This

Cross out the words hat are nct neaded
ineach senfance.

a Mrs Znang ofiered sama coke tur |
diddn't want ary more caka.

b Thata wara boys standing cround fha
doo, Serme of heboys ware laughing,

e Abowl of sugar was placed in fiont of
Huna. 3he put some sugar in her feq.

d Paople started to runin all drections.
Mary people took shates in ha shops |
and d few pecple sthood under the trea, ’ '

will guide you step-by-step through a writing

activity that is related to the text type.

Guided wriling

aii haive decided o anter a story
competmon with a stony using the
fallowing title: Tra Culsdar,

Create an exfract from o story, witten in
! tha third patsen, in which a chamcter
from ona community of paca isin g
atrange of very different place. Your
character bas 10 kace some sorl of
probienatic stuation o dilemme, and
daserioa how othar pecpla raact o hem
| or her.

You will be presented with
a model task to complete.

A

xiract rem a slery lor the
on,

The first step is to
brainstorm and plan ideas
for your writing.

N
¥ Think/Plan

Work in pairs, Genoralo idoas about your
main character Answer the quastions 1o
halo you

a Wy I8 your charactar considened an
“outadar?

b What is his/fer narme? What does he/
sha look like?

& Does hafshe have any dstingusting
features?

This will include
opportunities to plan

collaboratively with other
students.

You could Use a mird man 1o genaate
Ideas for your story. Use tha quastons fo
halpyou,

@ Unit1 People poir

Helpful Tips’ relating to
grammar and writing can
be found in each unit.

a First, think about 1he builda to fhe

2 Mow organiss your story. Thnk abaut the
satting. the man svants, and the outcomns
Discuss these questons with a partner,

a Whara does fha story laka ploce? What
5 1he situgtion?

b What disrirna does the chamcter faca?

@ How coas he chaloctal resalve the
dfuation?

ehamacler] dien’t Tink that....
Affer all, ..., fehamghe] wasn ¥ af aif sure
that. ... He/She didnt recogmise.... .. wae
SSDICIOUS., ... 18 crbit sony 10,
«wished ha/she could do somathing.

Gerunds and infinitives; /f wog aificully
ay lo.... Ma/She was foa shy fo...
He/She wanied fo,., X didnt appecr to., ..
X wems il of |, Ing X seemed interasted
i dnge X heardsaw him/her . dng.
He/She stepped .. ing

Phrasal verbs (aclions), holo wo,/ it wo,
hand cver/slap over walk on/drive on,
1N O, r2aeh Ul catoh U wit, siow
own, fLr away

Write: the build-up

The story about Brorze on pages 10-11 sharls
by presenting a shuation in which iheman
character seams 1o hove come out very wel,
dopito his fetimpression

Write the first parl of yeur sery.

dilernme, Here are some ideas;

o Xwas sure she golngin the right
ciraction,

« X was exclied o be Luthng on s new
sohool undorm for the firs! fime

» ifhad been a delicious funch and X felf
greal.

Creals an atimesehens, with detaila about

1ha placa, the waalll, 1he cacpk. 1he
action efe,

You may also find an extra
presentation box focusing
on punctuation or
cohesion. This information
will help you to write
better texts.

‘Useful language’ boxes
provide words and
phrases that will help with
your writing.

You will work intensively
on writing just one part of
the text type.

How fo use this book




Useful facts relating to the
text type or writing can
be found in the 'Did you
know?’ boxes.

‘Independent writing’“ is
the final section. Using all
the information that you

have learnt in the unit,
you can now complete an
entire writing activity on
your own.

The word limit for your
writing activity is provided.

Each writing activity has
a choice of tasks. This will
help you fo access the
right one for you.

The unit ends with a
progress checklist where

Write: first paragraph
Writ P
Includa the fellowing infernation:

the name of e band and the dbum

e first p

h of your review

he release date and the time since tha
band’s last album

the nurmier of racks
« patental aucancs/oppedl.

Yo Sheuld also wiliz 0 heodine and a
subtitla.

Write: main body

Wiite the main body of your review,
Dascriba some stand-out tracks of aspacts
of the album, Include information akout
tha music, lyfies, style ond ecntent, and uge
niterasting adectives to describa 1hesa
aspasts Whits two e trres paragraphs.

a Usa tha pressnt parisct simpls to
exiain the background to the track,

b Use the pressnt simpie 1o comment on
e citferant aspects of 1he frack.

© Show your knewledgs of rusic
Instrurnents, styles. peoduction, ate.

Reviewars often pack alof of inkormation
inte the senlancas in tha main Body Look
ot this examgle from 1he review on pagas
40-41,

Dpackground infomncrtion

Write: conclusion

Mow the canclusion of your review.

Use tha fincl paragroch to comment on the

future of the Band, albur ardfor genfe.

Here are some ideos to help you,

« This cibbum wil straly consolidants..

« This new mataricl wil defnilsly copect fo....

= ifmay nol be iheir Best malericl 3o for, bt
it il

+ Perhaps this new album wil help fo put
[band] on the infernationcl stogs.

Things fo remember when writing a
review

= White about somathing ralsvant ot tha

tma of writing.

hatch the style and longuage toyour

audence.

Damonstrata your knowladga of he

topic hrough tha vocatbulary,

+ Give a strong iewpant in an
enfertaining way.

* Use the present parfact 10 exsiain the
kackground,

* Use fhe prasent simpie fo comment on
wihat you ore reviewing

a Chack thal your parnar hos included o

of the correst infeimaticn.

b Pay attention to whether his/her cpinions
era elear and eorsstant

< Assess whethar tha style and languaege
ara apprepnate for the type of recder

Peer assessmenl

Dacide on o sef of critaria for your poriner
16 Use 1o evaluata your work

second dralt of your review,

Unit 4 Lister up 0

The 'Peer assessment’ boxes allow you to

collaborate with other students and reflect
on each other's work.

—= Independeni writing

v of 300-350 werds thal conveys

[aller thon her,
+ Alpinalwoys wora a red woolly hat,

s ks walked out of 1ha gaa Back 1o 1he
beach. it wos colder today,

Follow thase stages.

Stage | Carerate idaas fof your character,

Trink obout: what he/sha looks bke:how ha/

she dransas: how 1a/sha spacks and moves

Skage 2 Pul your ideas indo o mind map,

» Whara wil your story fake piocae? what
shualen does your Fain charactar ind
himsalt/ harsalfin?

+ What diorma doas ha/she face?

+ How doesit ol encl?

Stage 3 Wiite your story in pargraphs,

fallowing your plan, Uss tha chsckist fo

CIKS SUre Your s1ony Is ful of suspensa,

Check your progress

= Hawa you creatad aninterasting

character?

Hetva you corweyad your cheractar

through thair speech ard achons?

= Have you created a dilemma for your
charastar?

* Hawe you used a variely of sentence
structures to cracte different effacts?

* Hove you made the reader hink akyout
the eharsater theugh Ihe stuation
and erants?

* Howe you used phrasal verbs for
difierant actions?

ck

+ 1hat your ideas are crganisad Into
pargraphs

= pour spaling and we of copital lettes

* punctuchon

= 1he grammar s cormect - phrasal veros,
gonnes and infrdives

©Onea you have completec your story, post
11 o v wietll IR your class of on your class
wabafa, Irvite feadars 1 commant on (.

| can:

‘Things to remember’
offers a reminder of the
important points that

ou should cover in your
writing.

The unit includes
opportunities for self-

assessment. This will

help you to develop
responsibility for your own
learning.

You will also learn fo edit
and then redraft your own
writing.

riter's checklist’ is a

final reminder of what you
covered in the unit and
what you should include
in your writing.

The 'Editor's checklist” is
a final reminder of how to
edit and proofread your
writing.

‘Final draft’ suggests what
you or your whole class
can do with your finished
writing.

davelop and convey o eharactar through speech and
aclions

cfegla o dilemma ke a chaiaclar 1o face and lesolve
Us & veriaty of shor and leng senlances 1o buld tension
revent 1ha choracher's elings through ther actions

you can reflect on your
own learning.
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People pointers

Your writing aim for this unit: To improve characterisation in your imaginative writing

Writing objectives for first language English
In this unit, you will:

« establish and sustain character, point of
view and voice

+  demonstrate control of a wide variety of
sentence types

- use paragraphs, and structure ideas
between them, 1o dchieve particular
effects.

Writing and Use of English objectives for
second language English

In this unit, you will:
use infinitive and gerund forms

« learn about The meaning of particles in
phrasal verbs

use cohesion - quantifiers as pronouns.

Key terms that you will learn:

characterisation

incomplete sentence

%
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How do | convey
character effectively
through speech and
action?

There is a phrase, ‘actions speak louder than
words’. Some people do good deeds (for
example, doing charitable work) but don't
boast or make a fuss about it. Equally, some
people promise fo do something and then
do not stick to their words! Can you think of
people like this? Friends or relatives who just
help others or work hard without making o
fuss? Or can you think of a time when you
promised to do something but were unable
to fulfil your promise?

Effective characterisation
A good narrative built around character
should:

¢ show the main character’s speech or
actions

e show how others react or respond to the
main character

e allow the reader to draw conclusions
about what sort of person he/she is

e often show the main character in some
sort of conflict or dilemma.

conflict: a fight or disagreement

dilemma: a difficult decision faced by
someone

Reading

The following extract concerns a young man
named Bronze, who has not spoken a word
since a ferrifying fire in his village when he
was a little child. All through the year, he has
been going to the local town to sell beautiful
shoes made from reeds, but now the winter
has come. It is snowing and no one seems
interested at first.

@ Unit 1 People pointers

1 As you read the text, think about these
guestions:

a How does the author convey Bronze's
character?

b What is the dilemmma or problem Bronze
has to face fowards the end of the
extract?

Key language features

verb patterns
phrasal verbs
quantifiers as pronouns

The Shoe Boy

Bronze didn’t think these city people would be interested
in buying reed shoes. After all, city people had cotton-
padded shoes or leather shoes. So, he didn’t beckon
them over.

He was right. These city people didn’t wear reed
shoes, but when they came past him some of them
stopped. The others wondered why, and stopped too.
One or two of them must have been artists. They were
enchanted by the ten pairs of fluffy reed shoes in the
white light of the snow. The artists saw beauty — an
extraordinary beauty — in these shoes. It was difficult to
expiain. One by one they stepped closer and touched the
shoes — and when they touched them, they liked them
even more. Some of them held them up to their noses
and sniffed, a whiff of straw, which was especially strong
in the cold air around them.

“They'd look so good on the wall at home,” one of
them said.

The others nodded and reached to grab a pair, afraid
of missing out. There were nine in the group. They each
took a pair, and one person took two. All ten were in
their hands. Until they asked the price, Bronze wasn't at
all sure that they were really going to buy them. He told
them his price — the price that never changed. So cheap!
thought the city people, and they handed over their
money. They were delighted with their purchases, which
they would take back to the city, and took great pleasure
in examining them as they walked on.

Bronze stood there in the snow with a handful of
cash. He'd done it! Then someone yelled from across the
road, “Hey, mute, best get home now your shoes are
sold! You'll freeze to death out here!”



How the text works

Do you remember what makes good
characterisation? Here is how the writer
makes it work. He:

e reveals Bronze's thoughts and feelings
directly ("He wasn't sure...”)

e conveys Bronze's feelings indirectly
through his actions ("He smiled...)

e shows us how others react to him (for
example, the ‘crowd of people’)

e makes us think about Bronze's dilemma
through the situation or events of the story
(selling shoes outside in the winter).

Bronze stuffed the cash into his inside pocket, untied
the rope from the trees and fastened it round his waist.
He looked across the road. There was a crowd of people
watching him. He waved to them, and started running
off through the snow like a madman.

The sky was clear and everything was bright. Bronze
took the usual road home. He wanted to sing, to sing the
song that Nainai sang when she was twisting rope. He
couldn’t sing out loud, so he sang in his head:

“Fishing for prawns in trees? Oh, put away your net!

Looking for gold in mucl? There’s only sand as yet!

Oranges grow on the black locust tree

Oh, when will we see the pe-o-ny?”

Someone was following him.

“Hey, shoe-boy, stop!”

Bronze stopped and glanced around warily. He didn't
recognise the man and was suspicious. When the man
caught up with Bronze, he said, “I saw them buying your
shoes. Have you got any more? I'd like some too.”

Bronze shook his head, and felt a bit sorry for him.

The man wrung his hands, and sighed in disappointment.

Bronze looked at him, and wished he could do
something. The man turned and headed towards the
pier, and Bronze turned and headed for home.

After a while Bronze slowed down. He saw the reed shoes
on his feet. He heard the snow crunch beneath them. He
stopped walking, looked up at the sky, then down at the
snow and, finally, at the reed shoes, which felt warm and
snug on his feet. Nainai's song warbled through his mind.
After a moment or two, he pulled his right foot out of
his shoe and put it down on the snow. The cold jabbed
like a needle. He did the same with his left. Immediately,
the cold shot through his bones. He bent forward, picked
up the shoes and held them up to inspect them. They'd

mute: someone who cannot speak
Nainai: Bronze's grandmother
warbled: sang in a high voice

jabbed: hit forcefully and quickly, with a
thin object
.

characterisation: the way people are
presented in a book, poem, play or on
screen

only been worn once in the snow and there were no dirty
marks on them. They looked like new.

Bronze smiled, then turned and ran after the man.
His bare feet sent snow spraying as they hit the ground.
The man was stepping down to the pier to catch the
steamboat when Bronze appeared in front of him, holding
up the pair of reed shoes. The man couldn't believe his
luck, and reached out to take them. He wanted to pay
Bronze extra, but Bronze would only take his usual price.

Bronze waved at his last customer, then headed for
home. He ran all the way, without once looking back. His
feet were washed clean by the snow but were frozen red.
Bright, bright red.

From Bronze and Sunflower by Cao Wenxuan
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