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How 1o use this book

Unit walkthrough

The aim shows you the
type of writing that you
will lock at in this unit.

Here you can see your
objectives for this unit if
you are a first language
English learner.

Each unit begins with a
you to think about any
knowledge you already
have on the themes and
subject of this unit.

This lists the main features
found in an effective
example of this type of
writing.

The unit is divided

into five sections. The

first section is called
‘Reading’. It focuses on a
text extract that is typical
of the type of writing

covered by this unit. Texts
include literature.

How to use this book

spense

e
bR

I thig unit, you will:

S ¢ lecn to develop choraetar and volos in

tehon witing
«  clanfy meanng and use language 1o
create diferent effects
provide clonty and ermphosis in wiing
using @ varaty of seritance langihs and
srLctures,

Your wrillng aim for this unit: To wiite an exciing stery of sspense and fenaon

Wiiling objectives for fiist language English | Willing and Use of English objectives for
sacond lenguage English

Iry this unit, you wil:
= wse narative tenses: past smple.past

¢ leam compeund adjectves
« wse coheson: personal. possesive, and

contiruous and post parfact

damenstralive pronouns.

Koy torms that you will lpern;  Suspense
- : " .

scan

Simile  Cohesien
0 -

|—p How can | create a story

that is full of suspense?

Hanva yau ever had a tightening expananca?
What bappensd? How did you feel? Tel your
partnar aboutit,

Effective suspense stolies

How wall did you el your stong? A good
SUSPONSe STy SOl

+ buikd up the suspense so tha slory gels
rmofe and more exciting

+ kaep the reader guessing obout what will
happen
» clearly describe the physicaland

smolional feslings olthe parson of
Daopa involved

« vividly dlsscnibe the situakion of seting,

suspense: a feeing of exciiement whan
yau eo not krow Bew somathing will end

P Reading

In the telowing extiact, a teenager who

18 WONKING €15 6 &3 £ ying 16 Aind out
infarmation about some enminals, Reluding
o miystarious Mr Grin,

1 A5 you read the tax, Ihnk aboul fnese
quostions:

@ How doas the writer mate 1his axfract
exeiing ¥ read?

b What happens 1o Alax and why is hein
danger?

@ Unit 2 Crealing suspense

The Killing Field

There was something strange about

the sign. Alex hesiated for 2 moment,
wondering what it was, Then he dismissed

it He was walking ingffe Vo o
e sun was shinin g What could passibly be
wrong? He followed the sign.

The path continued for ahaut anather
quarter of a mile, then dipped down inw
a hollow, Here the grass was almost as
tall as Alex, rising up all around him, a
shimmering green cage, A bird suddenly
crupied in front of him, 4 ball of brovin
feathers thatspun round on itself before
taking Mlight. Something had dismibed it,
And that was when Alex heard the sound -
an engine gering eloser, A tracior? No, Tt
was 100 lighepiiched and moving wo fast.

Adesx knew he was in danger the same way
an animal does, There was no need to sk
why or how, Danger was simply there. And
even as the dark shape appeared, crashing
thiough die grass, he was theowing himseld
o one side, knowing - oo late now - what it
wis that had been wrong abous the second
footpath sign. It had been biand new. The
first sigm, the one that had led him off the
road, had been weather beaten and ald.
Someone had defiberately led him away from
the correct path and brought him here. To
the Killing feld.

figure in grey leathes, with halmet and
pogeles. Then itwa gone, thudding
into the grass on the other side of b
disappearing instantly, azifa curtain had
been drawn.

Alex scrambled w i feet and began w
run, There were two of them, He knew what

If you are a second
language English
learner, you can see your
objectives for the unit
here.

Coloured words in the text
and the ‘Key' box relate
to English language terms
that you will learn about
later in the unit.

Keep these questions

in mind when you are
reading the text for the first
time. They help you to see
the purpose behind what
you are reading.




Coloured words in the text and the
‘Key language features’ box relate
to English language terms that you

will learn about later in the unit.

Key language fealures
they were now, He'd ridden similar things
himself, on holiday, in the sand dunes of
Death Valley, Nevada. Kawasaki four by
fours, powered by 400 cc engines with HONOUNS

‘Glossary’ boxes help to

i ission, Quad bikes. 5 i
e e e i explain difficult or unusual
d th 2 and th d -
bike wasn rontof o, fosrng towrds [ Glossoy oy words or phrases in the

him, cutting a swathe through the gras, 1 FE—— — . .
Alex husled himself outof iu path, once mu‘;‘:wmﬁasm bk 1‘911- They are hlghllghfed
again crashing into the gronnd, almost , i 5

dislocating his shoulder. Wind and engine sucetin: 3 wlda path of s ol ios n rEd

fumes whipped across his face, ceen e or framano) :
He had 10 find somewhere here 1o cheesewite: vary shom wire sometimes
hide. But he was in the middle of a field used for cutting cheesa
and there was nowhere - apart from the
grass iself. Desperately, he fought through How the text works — icli
1, the blades scraiching at his face, half: =i e S Lh 5 |IIS|‘ helps you to ;
Blinding him as he tried o find his way evelop an a reciation
back 1o the main path. He needed other e ol Fefe E oa! e i mces P PP
people. Whoever had sent these machines of the type of text that you
(and now he remembered Mr Grin alking + builcs up the suspense in eoch 5
. on Iiis mobile phone), they couldn’t kill paragraph fhe donger increoses have just read.
Authentic texts are more him i€ there vere wimesscs around, R G R GG R
H Butth nd th 4
challenging than those - coning for tim again .. ogether s HOMpIHEY SO RS,
4 H time, Alex could hear the engines, « cesonibés Ala's feelings and actions:

Typlcally found in an ESL whining in unison, coming up fast behind m:ﬂ?;ﬂ?ﬁ:m@ﬁmfmm
him. Still running, he glanced over his T

course. shoulder and saw them, one on cach side, SRS e il cemetz Crd notiols
seemingly about w overtake him. Tvwas s cribes agrects of the sefting In detail:
only the glint of the sun and the sight of vivid adjactives and nouns help Us sea

the grass shicing bsell in half that revealed
the horrible ruth. The two cyclises® had
strerched a length of chesewine between
them,

The Teacher's Resource From Stormbraaker by Asshony Horowlts

includes work on writers’ B i o et 0t s o e i s
"ects ‘cye lists' = probably short for ‘motorcyclists’.
e :

‘Text analysis’ is the

second section of the unit e

—— i 3 Tha wiiter usas each paragroph of
the structure of the type Lﬁ;ﬁ:ﬂfﬁw — iy o dovei maerdencnd
. renvaal new infermafion, COMac] - -
of text that you have jUS"‘ sernasna youl read about) Is In a situation of fperagraph. and then sean the taxt for fra ‘KEY term’ boxes hlghllg ht
dangar or ercitamant, and you o waiting answers 1o 1hese questons,

new or important
language that you will
lension: @ fealng of worry of NevoLEess

sean 10 un your ayes clong eachling work on in the unit.

ol tha faxt lacking for a secific ot of
Intamrneation

read. to see how thngs fum out = for good or bad|

1 Invwhiel wey doas e sty cracite
ssponsa?

Reading closely

Itis imporiant to ba clacr about the overall
shructure of stonas, whather thay are il of
SUSDENsE, Mslery. comedy of romanca.

2 a Stucly the diffsrant key Formernts in

& Howtallis e grass N ihe hollow?

tha exdract, Map tha most imporfant b inthe second cclrogrqnh. wnql've_hlde
rnoments of ‘avents’ on a timeline, Using coes Al hink |s making Ihe engine

Th T inthi the one below os on exomcia: nose at frst?

e acrivities in tis ¢ Intha third paragraph, whal doss Alex
: : b Compots your Iending with your poimnes ol P By IO G0t e
section will break down + Are there any other acfionser second sigr?
: dageripliors eon add? Are
the text into paragrg phS — there ?r:v muma happering in the . m“&fﬂ:ﬁm‘fﬂﬁm: H
. P Background of betwean tha kay
and individual words, and i el ath paragrag?

e Al tha end of the text, what doas Ale
realisa tha two ridars hova sirefched
betwean the wo tikes?

help you to analyse them.

Write thern above and below the
marnents on your imaline

Discuss how thay all contribute to the
suspanse.

Alex seas tha Alad iz runreng
sign. pouses, 10 escope hg
han follows it chiaesewite,

@ Unit2 Crealing suspense

How to use this book |




4 Tho witer's word choicos holp tharaader
axpreriance the omtack and tha buld up
1o it very vivicly. Answar thase questions
about the vocabulary inthe text.

o What verb inthe second poragraph
suggests the path goes downhill?

b What v in the second paragraph
rnecing vickantly ghoot up in e air?
What is it descnbirg?

& Why isihe simile They were cirding hrn
ik wasps a vary affecing ona, bosed
on what you know of the situation?

simile: o desatiption in which o witer
COMHLres ona thing 1o anoter Using
ik’ or ‘o3’ {She wos as quick as a flash
of ighining™

o ldentity fhree words of phiasas in the
sentencebelow faken fom e extract
that desriva tha saunds of the bikes:

A drona, then a sciaam, and tha
sacond bike was in front of him, oaring
tawerds him, eutling @ swathe IFreLgn
the gross.

Match tha words you have selected to
thesa rmaanings:

+ a highpitched ery

+ o narling growl

+ a dull, throbbing sound

WHch bwo varbs in the saventh
paragraph describe how the blades of
grass ara rmoking i difieull o1 Alax 1o
ascape?

Thinking about the text
The axdract corveys tha different emaotions
Alax goes through.
§ Trink carstuly and than answer thess
questions
a What coes the word hesioted suggest
about how Alax laals at tha start of tha.
exiract?
b Why wos it oo late’ when Alex realisad
tha sign had bean changad?
© How fightenad is Alex alzout the
situatien? What words or phrases 0 the
seventh paragroph reveal this?
Which of thesa cdjectives of adjactival
phrases best describbe the actions of
1h fwo bikers?
ukind  cgglesive  murderous
nothice  stupid

React to the text
& Work in pais. Discuss thesa questions.

a

-+—

d In the story, Alex finds himself n a place
where the grassiz so ligh he cantsee
where ha is going. Hove you ever been
i e gituation in 1he wild whers yau
wiara unoole to ind your way? Whant
What madeit dificult to see or move?

b Why do you think Ihe two bikers are
tryrg) o kil Ales?

& How would you feel if you were in the 2

same stuation?

d I what way dlo you thnk the edract is
effectivain creafing susperse for the
reader?

The ‘Use of English’ section looks at grammar

or vocabulary in relation to the text type.

First of all, you will read
about the new grammar
or vocabulary in cne of
these presentation boxes.

You will be asked to
actively think about the

grammar rules and use.

How to use this book

e —

Use nf‘Eninsh

Lerter in tho unit, you oro going to wite a
suspensa story sat ing school.

Narrative tenses: past simple, past
confinuous and past perfect

Grammar presentalion

Morrative tenses ara the fenses wa use to
1all a story. Tha mest common naratva
torsos cre ho past simpale (3ha walked),
e past eontinuous (5he was waking
and the past perlect (5he had waked).
1 Read the sertances frorn the gtory on

pages 20-21. Complete them with fhe
rnissing verlzs, Lock ack ol the story 1o

help you.
@ Al Tor @ moment,
wondaing what it wos Than be

—_—ilHe
i the couninysida and tha sun

b Abird suddenly
i frant of hirm, .., Sermathing
—l,

e Somaona —_ delibarataly
e T WY T BRE
comest path.

d They  himlike wasps

2 Match the uses of the narative tensas
(o=d) in Acivity 1 1o tha reanngs
(1=iv) Dalow,
| anachen N progress arund
ANOIer AEton of achons

Il sngle achons N g saquance of
repeatad actions

I abackground action in astory

v anachon that sccurad atora
anather achien or avert

0 Unit 2 Creating suspense

3 Choose the comect terses fo compiete Ll
each sanfence

a While | walked / was walking fo school,
| hodrd / was hiaring o siranga saund
tetund mea,

b The cat was walching / walched
hirn carafuly as Crmar cimbed / was
cimbing ovar tha gate nio the gordan.

& When the teachar said / was saying
Tme's up’, Esma wasn't fnishing /
hadnt inghed witng Fer stoy,

d | got / was getling totally ket bacause
| fook / herd faken o wrang furn
somewhere.

@ Whan Dina pushed / wie pushing
B dood she hadnt been // wasn
bl to open It Somacna lockad / had
locked it.

Completa tha story

with tha past simgle.

{218t cantiroUs of

(st e leect form of

tha vabs in brackets,

Somelimes therais

meea than ong

[o8sible orewer.

The sun{a) —(shine) on

Claire’s back as she (b) ——

(cycle) down the dirt path to Mr Wynns

farmi She (¢} {not intend) to

go there but her mum (d) —

(ask) her to go and get some fresh eggs.

She (@) —_just—

(pass) through the man gace when

she {remember)

Buddy, Mr Wynn' massive dog. Claire
— newer

(like) dogs in general but Buddy

(hy— (be)especially

scary. Buddy () —_(bark)

excitedly from inside but Me Wynn

(M —— (nocappear) ac the

door as he usually did. Thar strange, she

(k) {think) ... Mr Wynn

never goes anywhere without Buddy.

These discussion
questions let you falk

about your personal
reaction to the text and
add your own thoughts.

This is followed by lots

you practise the new
language.




Each unit includes cne
grammar section and one
vocabulary section.

‘Guided writing’

Vocabulary: compound adjectives

Vocabulary presentation

Skilled writers sUch as AniRchy Horowite
olten use compound adjectives bafore
nours 5o that thair dezcriotions are more
wiviel and aecurare,

5 o Balow are three compound
adpctives (o-c) fom the story
about Alex on pages 20-21, Malch
them 1o tha pattemns (HiD.

a highpitched | noun +

cdjactive
b brondnew li moun +
Farticple
e wealher- il cdjactives
beatan vt + past
particple

B Canyou think of any maore
examples for sach pattern?

& Match scme oliver patfems of

COMPOUNG ASjechvas.
a aMesnmingte | noun/adiective
wioik +present
particple
b alife-chonging  IF numbser +
rromant singular neun

© aslownoving ek
d a fva-dalor bill

7 Maitch the halves to make mone

compound adjestves.

a well- | losting

b cosent. il hairad

© world: il behoved
d shorl- v yeor

e ten- v lomous
1 long vi mincad

Cohesion: pronouns

Cohesion presentalion

Proncuns are werds that replace nouns,
They help you fo wite a cohesive faxt
and to avald repetifion.

« Parsondl pronouns: ha.sha. it thay etc.
+ Possessive pronouns: mine, his, hers,
thairs, efc.

Demonsiiaive pronouns: this, nal,
thase. those

coheslon: (odf cohssive) @ story, arhicle
o essay has cchasion whan oll the parts
work wall logattar

J

8 nMatch the sentences, Pay attanion 1o1ne
Pronouns

a David hod sean thras man.
b Farel hod passed his exams,

e The walch locked like the one that
belonged 10 Aylo

d The feacher asked cocut Azra.

o You hove to ecleulata the time you
naad

i But evaryona knew where she was,
il But Berry knaw itwasnt hars
il This wes good news.

Iv Thatetha only way youll know whan
tostort,

v Thay saamad 4 bit susscious to fam,

Unit 2 Crealing suspsnso{e

the fourth section. This

will guide you step-by-step through a writing

activity that is related to the text type.

You will be presented with
a model task to complete.

The first step is to
brainstorm and plan ideas
for your writing.

Guided wriling

Your school

A 4

magaznng has
aked sudents

Waur story must agin ke this:

There was someining siangs aboud
Yersufls message, As long as Shinka had
kngwn Yusuf he had never gof himselt
ity any Fouls!

Whitie & sLsperse stary [of tha carmpettion,

This will include
opportunities to plan
collaboeratively with other
students.

There will be opportunities
for you to refer back to the
model text extract. This
will help you with ideas for
your own writing.

You willl also think about
the structure of your
writing.

= Think/Plan
1 Work in pairs, Generate ideas for your

suspensa story Answer Iha questions and
/ loke notas ko help you,

a What s sirange aboul fhe message?
b Who sert ine message? wWhy?

& What do you Trink wil happan?

d How will you koop the susparse?

2 Complete a imealina showing fhe main
avante and eetions in your gory.

/'\’ tend tha
message again.
®

You coudd use a table like the cnein
Urit 1 en paga 1616 halp you organise
YOUr paragraphs,

3 Decide what you are going o wiiten

anch paragraph,
/' + Deserbe tha backgreund evants arel
tha rman avants.

+ Ineluda sorme avertsof acton ol
hoppened praviously

(@ Unit2 Crealing suspense

» Dastrion the place and what your
character soas.

« Deseribe your charectar's fasings and
emonons.

Uselul language

Unkets: Al 15t in the Begirnng, Then /
N, Suddenly /Al of a suddan I he and
Powariul verbs: eruct, scramiio, croash
it fhud, seaam, roar, huf, whine,
plance, slice

Cempound adlectives: ighpilched.
walbuill, weaerbeaten, okidashioned,
hveminute, sow-moving, welkbahaved

Write: paragraphs

I th story on pages 20-21, Ale gats into

@ sibuaticn whare his lite i3 in dangaer and

ha hasto ascope. You canuse this situation

as o mode, but Dase the infeamation on

somewhiens you know wall

Wilte the first partagiaph of yaur susponse

stary. Follew these stops: -‘—

« Firet, wiite & semancs doseribing serme

background actions. Somathing ke ths:
Sha was just packing uo her beoks whan
Yusufs messaps had arived.

Mexi, wite o faw senfences oboul fhe

reachion o 1he messaga,

There wes samething strange about this

messags. As lang as Shinta had known

Wauf, ha hardd never giot imself info ary

Touls| He was always so wellbehmed

Use & gquadionio nlroduce anather
elernant of suspense, You coutd Use one
of thasa. Pul the words In the coract arder,

a fusul /[ could f\Whal fwant [ 7

b batind / schodl £ the /What's /7

e in /ol /s /kind f What / froutde /
Yusul / 7

d this / numbar / Whosa /is / phora /¢

Firvally, wiite o serdance desenbing what
SHINt does olooL e massage.

You may also find a
cohesion secfion focusing

on connectives, pronouns
etc. that will help you to
write better texis.

‘Useful language’ boxes
provide words and

phrases that will help with
your writing.

You will work intensively
on writing just one part of
the text type.

How to use this book



Helpful ‘Tips’ relating to
grammar and writing can

be found in each unit.

Matice how fhe author of the story abbout
Al irfrociuces e frst sign of dangar
N 1P second pagraph, You could usa
4 strongs sound, of o sudden, unrelcted
action to nfroduce scrne tansion.

Useful facts relating to the
text type or writing can
be found in the ‘Did you
know?’ boxes.

‘Independent writing’® is
the final section. Using all

have learnt in the unit,
you can now complete an
entire writing activity on
your own.

The word limit for your
writing activity is provided.

Each Independent writing
activity has a choice of
writing tasks. This will help
you to access the right
one for you.

The unit ends with a
progress checklist where
you can reflect on your
own learning.

, How to use this book

Desciibo the place and the astions on
the way to the back of the school Vary the
length of the sentences. Start like this:

e chimbed cvar e wal into the feachars’
o park, Just &5 she landed ...

Continue the story
Desciibe what hopp:
went bahind th
tollowing au
a Who o whet waz waiting for her there?

b What happened to put Shintain danger?
© How doss she try 10 escape?

d How o you thenk Shinta is feeling now?

Finish the story

~ Did you know?

In the stery &n pages 20-21, Alex doasn’t
manage 1o get away compietely tha trst
tme 30 his ‘anemies’ attack him ogain.
Wa don't inow what hoppens to him
Inthe end ... wa ara el in suspansa,
Leaving the end of a chapter o story
unknown is called a elithanger.

3 when $hin
Think about me

clithanger: dramahc mement which i
tul of suspensa like when someonais
hanging by their fingertips frem < cliff and
wa donl know if theyll kall o be soved

MNow write the end of your story. Use one of

these ideas fo help you.

@ Shinta runs back 1o the feachars’ cor park,
Ut niobady 15 hare.

b usuf sudidenty appecrs. locking
confusad, and fhay iry 1o get away.

o Shinto runs away but she gels Iost,

d Shinta trias 1o get back into tha schodl
through the back door, but if's locked,

Things o remember when writing a
suspense siory

* Usa the past confirucus ko
background actlions.

* Usa the post smpls lor sngle actions
of @ series of aclions. one Gifer the
ther

* Usa the past perfact for octions that
hoppenad before semathing else,

* Viry serfence length to craale
SUIPANI.

* Try 1o use powerful verbs ond some
compound adjsctives 1o describe
actions and cbjects/places.

« Describe the feslings and emotions of
your character,

+ Don'ttall tha reader what haopensin
the end.

Check your first draft <f———
Whien you have fished writing be your own
edicr.

a Leave your story for a while and come
back 16 it with & ‘freeh haad’.

b Read it crificoly: osif you've never seen it
before. Does it make sense?

& Add datails or achons tohalp the recder
undlerstond whet nappenad,

Now write a second dialt of your story,
Poor assessment
32:1 - wnita threa things that you like
about your partner's story: two frings that

you think could be improved, and one
thing frat sumprised you,

Unit 2 Craating suspense @

The 'Peer assessment’ boxes allow you a
chance to collaborate with other students
and reflect on each other’s work.

naependeni writing

Wiite o suspe
lem one. of 2560
B thiee parag

. of eroate
story of Shinta

%+ Asitangs nole

= The wiong direshon

+ Mystanous knocking sounds
Fdlow thase stages:

Stage | Gandrate idoas Using e key
words from the tifle.You could maoke o list
of idhaas onyour cwn of with a porinar.
Stage 2 Pul your ideasinio o plan,sing o
1EN8ANa of  fotle. =

Whera will your fits! paragragd fake
Place? What is hapoerang 1o your main
character? X
How does the tarsion davalon?

« What hoppenes to your character?
Stage 3 Wit your story In paragraphs.
folowing your plan.Use the checkist to
ke sura your story is ful of suspersel
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Check your progress

Writer's chackllst: suspense steries

* Howe you dossrisod background
actions at the beginning?

* Have you deseribed the place vividly?

=W §

* Hove you described the charciars
leelings and emotions?

= Can you ddd moro descrotive words?

* Have you used o variely of senfence
sluctures io cracte difarent altacts?

o = Have you lirked ideas/pacple with the
aotrect pronouns?

Chack
3., s (hal yeur ideas are erganissd inte
-} paragrachs

= your spaling and we of coplial letters

* punStuation, egoeciolly il slops and
COMMOs

tho grammar is comact - nartitive
tenses,

Final draft

Onea yeu have eemplefad yaur story email
| 1o your teacher of schol rMagoana or
post i on the class notice board.

- - = —

| ean;

and organiss it iINto LOragrachs using o table

gonarate idats ard plan o suspense story using o bmalne

ereala o vivid setting with descriptive verlos and adjectives

SUENES

Usa o varialy of short and leng senlances 10 build

ugo capital lotars corraetly.

F\@ Unit 2 Crealing suspense

‘Things fo remember’
offers a reminder of the
important points that
you should cover in your
writing.

The unit includes
opportunities for self-
assessment. This will help
to develop responsibility
for your own learning.

You will also leamn to edit

and then redraft your own
writing.

The ‘Writer's checklist’ is a

covered in the unit and
what you should include
in your wri

The ‘Editor’s checklist’ is
a final reminder of how to
edit and proofread your
writing.

‘Final draft’ suggests what
you or your whole class
can do with your finished
writing.




Narrating my life

Your writing aim for this unit: To be able fo write in a clear, thoughtful way for a diary

Writing objectives for first language English | Writing and Use of English objectives for

In this unit, you will: second language English

practise note-taking for different In this unit, you will

pUrposes +  revise present and past tenses, and used fo

use correct grammar in a range of + learn indefinite and quantitative pronouns
genres and text types.

use correct punctuation; capital letters.

Key terms that you will learn: diary narrator




How can | write about my
life in an interesting way?

Have you ever kept a diary? If you have,
what sorts of things did you write in it? If you
haven't, what would you write in it?

diary: a book in which you can record

daily events and your personal thoughts
and feelings

Effective diaries
A good diary should:

e use the first person ()

e use fenses fo give a sense of what is
happening now or what has happened
recently

e provide a clear sense of the wrifer’s
character

e record events or experiences that have
happened recently

o reflect the feelings and emotions of the
writer.

Reading

In the following extract, the narrator, Mira,
is starting a diary for the first time. She is
wondering what a diary is for, and how fo
write it.

narrator; someone who tells or recounts
a story

1 As you read the text, think about these
questions:

a What do we find out about Mira's family

life?

b How would you describe Mira?
(Confident? Tough? Silly? Thoughtful?)

@ Unit 1 Narrating my life
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Mira’s World

Saturday 30 April

It's a weird thing, a diary, isnt it!| mean who do
you talk to? Yourself? | suppose ... but that just
doesn’t feel right. The only way | can think of to
do this diary thing is to imagine that I'm talking
to someone else. But what kind of someone
could | let in to the mixed-up mind-maze that is
me, Mira Levenson? I'll have to imagine that I'm
writing to a friend, a best friend like Millie. The
strange thing is though that | used to be able
to tell her anything, but recently — | don't really
know why — I've started to keep some things to
myself ... secrets. Ferhaps the thing is not to
think too much about anything, but just start
writing and see where it takes me.

OK here goes. Facts are the easiest ... start
with the facts. Im twelve years old today. Twelve
years and four hours old. | was born at seven
oclock in the morning. So, to be exact, twelve
years, four hours and twenty-two minutes old.
My twelve-year-old self is neither tall nor small,
neither skinny nor plumpy’, as Krish calls Laila.
My twelve-year-old self has long, dead-straight
black hair, and dark brown eyes that my dad says
sometimes turn black with emotion. My skin's
brown, but not dark enough to hide my blushes.
Looking in the mirror, which | do quite a lot
recently, | would say | don't love myself (my teeth
have come down a bit wonky), but | don't really



mind how [ look. My nana calls me a ‘beauty’, but
she would, wouldn't she?

Like | said, facts are easiest, but none of this
really says very much, does it? Maybe words
just aren't my thing. Give me a paintbrush
any day. My school reports always say

stuff like Mira now needs to work on building
her confidence and contributing to class
discussions’. Now that is something | really
hate to do. The main thing about me is
whenever | go to say anything in class | blush
up bright red so that before I've even opened
my mouth, everyone knows how embarrassed
| am, and after that | just clam up and lose
the will to live. The mad thing is | actually can't
stop thinking. | wake up in the middle of the
hight worrying about things like ... how I'm
going to get through a lunch hour if Millie's not
around ... and, well, | suppose | can say it here,
cant I?

... 'madoodler and a daydreamer and a
hight dreamer. The last few weeks it's been
hightmares mostly, really bizarre stuff that
freaks me out. Actually, I've been feeling a bit
strange lately - it's hard to say exactly how,
but it feels like I'm walking a tightrope. I'm
not sure what it is 'm going to fall off, but it
definitely feels like I'm about to find out.

From Artichoke Hearts by Sita Brahmachari

Key language features

tenses for current and recent events
indefinite pronouns

capital letters

\ »

wonky: (adj) informal word meaning not
in a straight line

doodler: (noun) someone who scribbles
and draws on things in an absent-minded
way

. ~

How the text works

Can you remember what makes a good
diary? Here is how the writer makes it work.
She:

e gives a sense of the here and now by
using the simple present tense

e provides background information about
herself and the people in her life by using
the simple past tense

e reveals some of her inner feelings and
emofions through questions

e gives a sense of her character through
humour and personal cbservations.

Unit T Narrating my life o



