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Writing fo communicate:
-' book blurbs

You will find a blurb on the back cover of a book.

A book blurb is written to tell readers what the book is about.

Let's read
Fiction book blurbs

Read this blurb for a fiction book called Leila’s Game.

Leila loves sport. She loves basketball. She
watches every game her classmates play.
She cannot play herself because she is in a
wheelchair.

She sits at the side. She cheers but the
team always loses! Miss Garcia, the coach,
cannot understand it.

Every Saturday, Leila plays board games $EADING
with her grandfather. He tells her he always jAdventures
has a plan for how he will play any game. 2
This gives Leila an idea. She thinks of a plan
for the next game. She tells Miss Garcia and
the team.

Will Leila’s plan work?

Will the team win their next game?

This is a lovely story of friendship and
never giving up, with a very unexpected
ending. It will keep you turning the pages!

- spilteBrShiueli
ey Gl AT

o Unit 1 Writing fo communicate: book blurbs



Let’s talk

A What does the book blurb tell you? Discuss your answers.

1 What does Leila love?

2 Why can't Leila play basketball?

3 Who is Miss Garcia?

4 What does Leila do every Saturday?
5 What does her grandfather say that gives Leila an idea?

6 Who does Leila tell about her idea?

B Think about book blurbs. Discuss your answers.
1 Why do you think books have blurbs?

2 What does the blurb for Leila’s Game tell you?
3 What does it not tell you?
4 Why do you think the blurb includes questions?
C How is a book blurb written? Discuss your answers.
1 Look at the verbs in the book blurb, for example:
loves watches cheers
What tense are they written in?
2 Are the sentences
a short and simple?

b long and complicated?

3 Is the blurb
a very long?

b very short?

Unit 1T Writing fo communicate: book blurbs o



Let's learn

Sentences

A book blurb needs to be short and simple.

Readers want to know quickly if it is the sort of book they Top Tip

would like fo read.
A book blurb mainly uses short sentences. F?Tmembgrfyﬁu;copi’rcsl
Leila loves sport. She loves basketball. SiliERelne BELRIe 2
A Write this long sentence as three short sentences.

The basketball team always loses because they have no plan, but Leila has an idea.

Sentence 1:

Sentence 2:

Sentence 3:

Present tenses

Book blurbs are written in present tenses.

Verbs have different tenses: past, present and future.

Past tenses: Leila watched Leila was watching
Present fenses: Leila watches Leila is watching
Future tense: Leila will watch

A Write these past tense sentences in the present tense.

1 Leila talked to her grandfather.

2 He gave her an idea.

3 She told Miss Garcia about her plan.

@ Unit 1 Writing fo communicate: book blurlbs



